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The structure of the Bible a8 a- collcctlon of
‘wtitings, tenders the proof of ity genuineness and
authenticity in one respéct more difficult ; and yet
from the continuity of its different parts, the truth
of each preceding portion is itnplicd in. the truth
of that which succeeds it.  Thus when it is esta-
blished thlt the writings of Isninh and Jereminh
are genume and muthentic, theif testimony in ma-
ny ways avails to the proof of the genuineness
and authenticity,of the writings of Moses. This
ismost strikingly exhibited in regard to the grand
division..of the sacred writings 1wto the Old and
New Testaments, Theé lattcr can be demonstrat:
od to be genuiné and authentic by proofs applica.
blé to the other book of the same age. And they
vrl:o, honestly. ¢onvinced of this, study the writ-
‘ings of the Evangeliste and Apostles, will aléo be
btonghtto the. conwctxon, flot merély. that thete
were such men as Moscs and David and Isamh, and

the other prophets, and that they wrote the books |
attributed t6 them, but that they were faithful .in|
yendering.what they éaw and heard of the works|'

and counsels of God—yea that they wrote under
tbevery gmdance of the Spirit of God,

‘The resémblance betweentruth and effor is mere-
:]’ emmd,hke that which holds betiveen the living
uw and the aculptured status or the waxen fig-

- :Andto see the genmne and subsunual char-
u:temucs of ttuth, it is sometimes useful . to com-
.paté it with some specious form of error thatapes
it. Thus the genviiicness and authenticity of the
Bible miay be ulva.nuxgeously seen by comparing
‘s structuré with that of some . of those wriings
whlch ha.ve been obtruded on the warld as dmnel)
mspnred. :8uch, for examiple, as the Koran, and
if we may be petinitted.zo name a Cis-Atlantic im-
postire—tle Book of. Mormon,

The hundred and fourtéen Suvas or ‘Chapters,
into whicli: the ‘Koran i dludcd,\\ere all alike
givento] Mohomied by God through the agency of
-the angel Gabricl ; aid so we have nothing bt
Mohammnied's word for the whole of it. The Book
of Mormon, again, consists of a variety of dis-
tmct _parts fof sote of w hicli, amongst other thln"s
uhcckmg to sénse and reason, an antxquxty equal
10 that of the writings. of Jercmiah is songht;
.while the most .recent portion of it. s dated :to-

wds the end of the fourth century of the christ- |.

enem.. But impostute, however ingenious and
norel, is like. itself~—2lways inconsistent. The
historiés. and . prophecies. of which the "Book. of
- Mormon'is co'nposcd thougli professedly written

by different cién at loi iitervals of time, do yet
‘all sest on'the same foundntmn—the testimany . of
Jonph Smith, Jin. and gome of his coadjiitoisin

his banking and Jadd jobbing schemes, Joseph

NOTR 0X NORMONISM.

subscribes a declaration that he dug the plates on
which the- original book was written, out-of the
around, having béen informed by an angel of the
place where they were deposited ; andthat with the
angel's llelp he tmnslated them outof the Egyptian
lnngunge into plain English . And eleven. of his
coadjutors .mgn another paper, which - sets ‘forth
thatan angel had permitted them to sée the plates,
and evén, as-they say, to “kandlc and heft them !

This is at least & new incthod of attesting re-
cords, But the credibility of the witnesses must
not be too keenly. scritinized.

We must stop short, however, in these excur-
sions, Mr. Fairbairn’s Lecture so far as it goés,
i¥ 50 well executed that we wish he had sketched
out the arguments forthe authenticity of the scrip.
tures, distinct from that which is involved i -the
fact of their being genuine writings,

ROTH oN HORMONISM.

As this sysiem must at once be seen by cvery right
thinking individualto be a clumaily -devised” fable,
something like an apology is felt to be necessary for
the above -allusion to it. This may be found in
the sad fart which we ‘record for. the information
of our more distant readers, that during - the last
iwoyears, a consxdemble numbee of the mhabuams of
oui Province have embraced it. It has had its emis:
saries openly leaclnng and *cieeping prmly into
houses,” and hereand there pcxfutmxng «lying won:
ders,” sothat several of out fariers havebeen {nduced
bythemtosell their faring. and stock,. and retireto the
promisec. Zionin the wildsof Mnssoun There xhe}
assure themubat Jew and Geutile whoare io b saved
from coming Judgments wxllbe gathered in,

They call themselves “the Church of the lattér diy -
saints.”  They. pmfecs 10 have all the, gifis which
characierized the age of the anoslles, suchias inspira-
tion and the workmg of miracles; as well as the off-
cesof thatage ; and, if weare nghuy in(ormed,lhc affie
cesalsowhxch are peculiartothe Jewish church.. The
Book of Mormon, which. they, pretend is a. collec-
tion of .inspired wrilings, they - fegard as an append-
age 1 the: Bible.

ft professes: 10 give an account of 2 pomon of
the tribe ot Joseph which- was long settled in this
western ¢ontineat. A few ramnhes of that tribe: left -
Judea in the days of Zedekiah, and afler many wan:
derings and voyages they arrived on these ahores,
they cleared the sail, founded- cities, abd multiplied:
inlo -nations, accomm"(othe \Iormon rccord> with
wonderful rapidity. And they had: their own pro-
phc.s, age afier:age, until the bchnmn z of the fifh.
century, curmg which-time, nozthhsmdmg :lmr



