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TO THE EDITOR.
Dean Sin,

If consistent with the plan of your mis-
cellany, I would offier a few thoughts on the subject of
education which, I have no doubt you will agree
with me in thinking, has never yet, in this province,
met with that general attention, which its importance
merits. While, for a few ycars past, great exertions
have been made, in almost every part of Europe,
and in the United States of America, scarcely any
thing hasbeen done here, to improve the state of our
common schoals. The first improvement necessary is
a more liberal support. The miscrable pittance
which the teachers at picsent receive, presents no
inducement,but to the lame and the lazy ; and, though
we have many respectable men inthe provinee, filling
the humble but useful situation of teachers, they are
cncouraged more by the hope of better times, than
any present remuncration they receive for their la-
bors.

1 have lately read Mr. Cousin’s report on the Pros-
sian systemof education, Duncombe’s reports, Simp-
son’s Philosophy of education,Chambers’s cducational
course,Stow’s Training system, and Taylor's District
School, all of which I would recommend to the con-
sideration of snch as have these works within their
rcach. They throw ruch light upon the subject, and
show that vast improvements arc yetto be made, in
this important science.  Simpson, indeed, wishes to
exclude religion as the basis of all useful education,
which is entirely wrong. The experience of the
last half century clearly proves, that education with-
out rcligion is a curse to mankind, rather than a
blessing. The happy cffects of the wise and judici-
ous conduct of the church of Seotland, in making re-
ligion an cssential part ofthe parochialsystem of edu-
cation, were long, and still are virible, in the intelli-
gence, industry, morality and religion of a large pro-
portion of hier sons. It is only since this sy<tem was
relaxed, and religion began tobe neglected, in the
schools of our native land, that the encmy  has been
more panicularly successful in sowing tares among
the wheat.  But though I ditfer from Simpson on this
subject, yet, in other respects, his wark deserves at-
tention, and may be read with advantage.

The monitorial sysicm of Bell and Lancaster, the
infant system commenced by Owen, at the Lanark
cotton mills, and improved by Wilderspin and others
—and the Intellectual system of Sherift Woel of Ed-
juburgh, have all contributed s king to the better
undersianding of this interesting sdiviee. But of all
the improvements lately intradueed into the system of
cducation, non=, Ithink, is so important, ar <o likely
10 banefit the rising generation, as the Training sys-
emm, lately intraduced inte Scotland, by the Glasgow
Einearional Socicty.  The Normal «chuol, latcly es-
tablished by this Sucicly, under the superintendence
of Mr. McCrie, their rector, is ngw in full operation.
Moany teachers trained and instrucied, accordingto
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this system, have already been sent outfrom the semi-
nary. Indeed the call for qualified teachers after the
advantages of the system had become apparent,was so
great that the society. in less than a year, is not able
tosupply hatf the demand.  Much higher salaries are
consequently offered for teachers, from the Normal
Seminary, by those who are anxious to obtain them.
The death of the late rector, Mr. McCric, who had
been at much pains and expense, to qualify himselt
for the difficult 1ask he had to perfonm, is a serious
loss to the institution.  He had been employed, for a-
bout two years, before he took charge of the institution
travelling on the continent of Europe, at the expense
of the Society, I believe, and making himself inti-
mately acquinted withthe Prussian system, aswell
as with the various improvements lately introduced
After his return, and
while arrangements werc making for the establish-
ment of the Seminary, he delivered a number of lec-
tures in Glasgow, tending mnch to dissewinate cos-
reet and useful inforination, on the subject of educa-
tion. Though his death,so soonafterthe institution had
been brought into full and successful operation, was
felt as a serious loss, yet it isa cwmnfort to koow, that
he has le®t behind him several ofbis pupils, fully gua-
lified to take his place; so that there wil) be no inter-
ruption to the progress of the good work.

When the Rev. Dr. Lang left Scotland, last sum-
mer, for New South Wales and Vi Dieman’s Land,
he not only took out with him a number of ministers,
Lut about as many teachers, properly instructed in the
training system, at the Glaszow Normal Seminary
They are probably alrcady arrived at their destina-
tion; so that, in these distant colondes, the training
system will be in opperation, before one half of our
population kncw, that there is such a thing in exis-
tence.  The deep interest taken in this excellent mode -~
of education, in our native land, may be lcarned from
the following extract from a Scotch paper :— E

PR S T

“Tne Guascow Eptcationar, Souirry are receiving
arders, to a greater extent than they can  at presen
supply, for Traxen Trwnens, of dificrent grades ant
qualifications, from varicus parts of the United Kingz- -
doin ; but more especially voung gentlemen of gt »3
nlcm extensive acquirements, and decided picty. <
The emohmeuts offered, for these latter, vary from "3
£80 10 £150 ayear. Appointments arc generaly
made after the partiesspend a certain portion of time 7{
inthe suninary, and prove themselves capable o ‘*h
adupting the complete Traving Systry, physical, in- Iﬁ
tellectual, and mosal. A period of at least six nyonths ? *\
is necessmy 10 aequive the \\\lcln,ﬂnd the several pr- 3 a,s
fessional branches of instruction,”
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The traininyg sysiem is simply an advanee uponils ‘\%
plan adopied in infantschools; and when Mr. Ower X
<tumbled upon thissysien, &t first merely by accidert 5%
he little » uxpcclcd\\hm imporiant conscquences wour 2
arise fram his discovery. The proper education ot
the mind, is the vbjectto be gained.  This has hithe:
tobeen (ar tvo much negiccted. To tell youth whatr




