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from the disposition that grows, and is evinced to yield to a worily spirit, Io forget
the conceriis of cteraity, and to Jive witliout God ini the world. Ne'w settiernents
are rapidly increasing, and many of these are sending out their cails for mnisters
to go in among thein and break to thein the bread of life, that their sou]s nrny bc
nourislicd, and tliat they may reacli the nieasure of thc stature of thie fulness of*
Christ. A very large back country stretches the entire length of Canada West, parts
of whiclî bave been but thînly peopled as yet, whilc other parte were -without, inha-
bitants. These are now filling up, and it is the desire of ministers in the P~rovince
to enter aud display thic banner of fihe Cross, and give the people the opportunity of
prospering in the things of Uie kingdom afi heaven, at thie saine tinie that tbey are
working for theinselves a coinpetency."

The iRev. R. Il. Thoraton attended the meeting of the Conxnittee on Foreign
«Missions, on 8th Septoniber, and gave an account of the wants and clainis of Canada,
wlîich, nt our request, lie bas k-indly wvritten out. As hoe is -well acquainted 'with.
the field <IV labour, and lias liad mucli experieace ln the work, lis statemnîcts are
entitled to the prayerful consideratiaa of the preachers and students of our clrnrch:

IlI take the earlîestopportunity inmry power te send you some remaris in reference
to the circuinstances and wants of the Canadian U. P. Churcli. 0f tic necd of
something of the kiud, I arn mucli convinced, froin the sentiments I bave already
oftea heard upou tiîis topic, implying that our riants lu Canada mnust now be pretty
iweII supplied. Now such an impression can exist only 'where there is a very inade-
quate idea of the exteut of the field ta be occupied, and of the rapid 'widening of flic
bounds of our xnissionary operations lu it. So far frein being well siil)plied, our
vacant congregations and stations are-froin the paucity of ]abourcrs-receiving
only about onc-t/urd of whlat they requiro, and rihicli, lu ordcr te inake progroe,
tliey should receive. This is the case ia many instances observe, after the respective
presbyteries do their utmost te supplement by their own missionary labours, thec
sinail share furnislîed by the few unscttled preacliers. WVith suai treatinent, it may
welI be 'wondered lior our infant ehurches exist and still more, that their cords
should be at ail lengtliened.

It will, liowcver, be naturally supposed that tic three additional labourers, riho,
through thc kindne*ss of the parent churcli, bave been sent, and now r'aclîed their
spliere of labour, wil very xnateriaiiy aid in alleviating the pressing spiritual wants;
but, Il regret ta have te inform, you, this tee is a mistakze, for our probationers' list
lias witliin a fcw weeks been decreased te, the saine arnount, while ne addition lias
been nmade te tic settled ministry. With these facts iu view, along 'witli a constantly
iacreasingr demand for more abundant ministratiens, yeu nUll net Wonder 'wieu 1
sa.y, that the Canadian cliurch is, at thc present pcriod of lier history, in a position
eminently critical. Tliis is certainly nîucli to be deplored, net enly because af iîîjury
sustaîned by tic cxisting stations, but because we are so serieusly impeded la aur
efforts te carry the gospel ta the "1regions beyaud," rihere, ou every hand, the rapid
influx ai population presents liapeful apenings, rnany of thein tee la localities, the
tinhely occupation af whicli, in vien of the future as 'well as'tlie present, ne eau
scarcely estiniate too highly. The experience of the past niakes us increcasingly
sensitiÏve on tijis head, because, from, aur inability te, enibrace provideîitial apeniings,
and kcep pace with the onnard tide of population and iniprevenient, net, a few inost
desirable positions have been meanhile lost. Every instance ini whîch tixis occurs,
is npt te obstruet aur efforts for a lengthiened period.

1 sec frein the last numnber ai thc Missionary Reccord, tiat yau bave beeil infommed
,genenîilly ai the increasing demxuîds for a more adequate supply on thc part af the
eider vacancies, and ai aur need afiadditional labaurers. And *wvith the vienv of
felewing up this peint, I wouid particularly direct tic attention ai the parent
cliurch, and of those whli are, or are about ta be, labourers ini the vineyard, te the
extensive axîd important field opening up lu the regian af Oweu's Saund. This
district, aitheugli remote frem iny awni stated sphere of labour, 15 ane, with whicb,
frein varieus circunistances, I have had ineans ai tolerably accurate acquaintance.

Its importance lias been, yen are aware, repeatediy adverted te by the secretary
ai aur Mission Cernmittec, 'Mr. Torrance, who nith his bretliren ai the Wellington
presbytery, lias frein finiie te turne, nîest disinterestedly, engagýed in xnissienary
labours lu that 1"nide region ai new terrltory," stretching eut te the uorth and west


