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lars for missions last year, and you laid up
a thousand.” ’

** Well, if I manage to save something,
that's my own business. If 1 am more
saving than other folks, who but myself
should be the gainer ?”

‘* Say, rather, that if God has blessed
you with more means thau others you are
under greater obligations to Him than
others are.”

*You always go against me, Cynthia. -

Suppose 1 gave all that you and the par-
son think 1 vught to give, who knows if
the money sent to the mission cause ever
reaches its destination ¢’

* Amos Parker ! are you not ashamed
of yourself ¥ 1never thought that I would
hear you bring forward such an excuse.”

**Why not? Money has beeu kept
back, and once in a while we hear of 1t.
\Who can tell how often it happens when
we don't hear of it "

* Wil! you please tell me of any invest-
ment that is perfectly secure against loss ?
Yet you do not lock up your money for
fear of losing it. Now I calculate that if

.& man wants to invest his money where it
will bring him a large interest he will do
well to lay it out in the cause of Churist,
* There is that scattereth, yet increascth :

. and there is that withholdeth mcre than
is meet, but it tendeth to poverty.” Pov-
erty in this life is bad enough, and while I
would pray to be delivered from it. 1
would pray much more earneetly to be de
livered frum posverty in the life te co:ne.
You spoke about laying up money for y.ur
old age. You may not live to be old, and
then you wlll not need it ; but if you lay
up your treasures in heaven you will sure
1y need them sooner or later.”

“T1'll warrant that I give more for mis-
sions than Deacon White does, and he is
a richer man than I am.’

**That does not prove that you have
done your whole duty. 1 suppese a man
might get along without paying anything
if he were mean ¢nough. Indeed, I have
heard of a man who was recommending re-
ligion in a weeting, and he said by way of
argument, ‘ Religion is & good thing and
it does nut cost anything. Here I have
been a member of the Church for ten
years, and it has not cost me one cent.’
The minister followed this speech with the
applropriate remark, Gol bless your s¢ingy
soul !’

* But, Amos, I was not speaking about
giving to our own Church, though you

give less than you should. Y.u osught to
do more fur the support of inissionary
work. We don’t realize the privations
and needa of our own home missionaries.
Even if we give to the best of our ability
we do little in comparison with those who
leave hume and friends and brave hard-
ghips and dangers to proclaim the Gospel
of Christ.”

Mrs. Parker spoke very earnestly, and
her husband’s manner softened as he re-
plied,—

** Well, well, Cynthia, If you feel so
badly I suppose you must have two dollars
to give tu the mission cause this year.”

His wife brightened a little, then said,
* Look here, Amos, I want you to multiply
that two by five.”

Amos Puiker shook his head, saying,
 No, no, Cynthia ; now you are goiug be-
yond all bounds.” )

** All bounds of what, Amos ? Not the
bounds of your ability, not the bounds of
Christian love, not the bounds of the
Chuich’s need, and certainly nut beyond
the bounds of the command, * Gu ye into
all the world and preach the Gospel to
every creature.’”

**Since you quote that teat, Cynthia, I
must say that 1 think the support of fore-
ign missivnary work more binding than
the support of home missions.”

“ Well, give to both, We are able. Let
us not Jdeceive ourseives by proposing to
substitute one Juty for another. and then,
perhaps. neglect both. Give me ten dol-
lars for home missions, and then give to
foreign missions just as much as your heart
prompts you.”

** No, Cynthia; you ask too much. Why
are you 8o unusually enxious to give this

ear?! [ cau’t understand it.”

1 will tell you why. 1have hpd my
eyes opencd. The day Yefore mncther died
we talked of the duty of giving. :‘Cynthia,’
she said, ¢ do you remember how you used
to grudge your pennies to the missionary
box 7’ I smiled ; and she went on, ‘How
is it now, that you can give dollars instead
of pennies?’ 1 winced a httle, for 1 had
paid almost no attention to your contri-
butions. She saw my embarrassment, and
she said, ‘1 fear you have forgotten what
I tried to teach you. I am sorry that my
words did not make a more lasting impres-
sion. I gave the little T had, and gave it
cheerfully ; but, my child, as I lie here 1
feel both sorrow and shame because I did
not do more for the cause of Christ. Yes,



