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THE BUSINESS SITUATIUN.

WINNIPEG, Saturday, Oct, 27,

Sales of grain by farmers have not been
quite as heavy this week, farners eing busy
p owing, but the movemeént has heen large.
and rocent wecks have shown the largest
wheat movement on record in Manitoba.
Not far from 10,000,000 bushels of wheat have
already passed out of farmers hands, cver 5.-
000,000 bushels having been carried to lake
ports by the Canadian Pacific railway, and
nearly 1,000,000 bushels have been taken out
by the Northern Pacific. Eatimating
stock in olevators west of the lakes at 3,000,-
000, and allowing for what the mills
have ground and what has gone into con-
sumption, we will have not far from 10,000,-
000 bushels of the wheat crop already dispos-
od of so far asthe farmer is concorned. Plac-
ing Manitoba's surplus of wheat at 16,000,000
bushels over seed and home consumption re-
quirements, we have almost two-thirds of the
crop disposed of. It thercforo seoms that
low prices for wheat have not kept the farm-
ors from selling freely this year. Money is
of course moving more freely. Implement
men report that about 80 per cent of old
liahilitics due them by farmers will be paid
off, This they seem to think is not as much as
they should get, but considering the unpre-
cedentedly low price of wheat, it is not doing
so badly. If farmers can reduce old liabilities
80 per cont in a year like the present, they
could wipe them out entirely in one good
crop year at good prices. It must also bo re-
membered that old liakilities to implement
firms constitute a very considerable portion
of the indeptedness of the farmers, and
80 per cent, means a large amount in
the aggregate. Bank clearings at Winni-
peg continue to show much larger weckly
aggregates than a year ago, clearings for this
month averaging almost £1,500,000 weekly,
and making Winnipeg take the third place in
the bank clearings, being exceeded only ly
Montreal and Toronto. Railway traflic is of
course very heavy, and would be very heavy
if there were little moviag but wheat. Ex-
ports of live stock are the heaviest on record,
and add considerably to the railway traflic,
The returns for the scason will show a big
jump over any former year in the number of
animals shipped out of the country. Advices
this week, unfortunately, are unfavorable
for live stock export business, British mar-
kets having declined sharply again for both
sheep and cattle. Labor is well employed at
present, though e slacking up is looked for.
The demand for men for the woods this win-
ter is not promising, as owing to largestocks of
lumber on hand, the mills will not do much
in the woods in getting out logs. This is
not favorable for the winter labor situation.
The car shops in Winnipeg are very busy,
the heavy traflic necessitating a large amount
of repair work. A large force is employed
and the shops are being enlarged. No busi-
ness disturbances reported this week of im-
portance.

Winnipeg Markets,
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[AIl quotations, unless otherwise apecified, are whole®
mle for such quartities as are ususlly taken hy retait
dealers, and are suhject to the usual reduction on larg,
quantities and to cash discounts.

Guees Frotrs —The variety of fraits is
narrowing down to the staple winter sorts,
All the summer fruits are practically out of
the market. There may be a fow more
Pacific coast plums in, but if any more come,
it will only be a small lot or w0, = Peaches are
also out of season now. and Ontario grapes
aro about wound up. A few baskets might
bo picked up. but it is not likely that auy
more will be brought in. Theearlier varietics
of pears aro done, Tut there will be plonty of
winter pears obtainable for sume time, prices
for theso being a little higher than the carly
varietios sold at.  Apples have sold freely at
firm prices, and stocks have not aceumulated
very much yet.  Snow apples have been in
demand, but good have beon rather scarce
and have sold at _about £1.50 for good fruit,
and evon higher has been paid for fancy snow
apples, The oragne season has again opened,
a fow boxes of Floridas having arrived. and
rull stocks are expected daily n? Florida oran-

< and lomons. Florida lemons are a new
?il:m for this market, thoy having never beon
handled hero before. They are reported,
however, to be of good quality, and should
take woll if this proves to be the case, as the
le™ons now in the market are very indiffer-
eiostock. New Malaga grapes, the first of
tho scason, have also arrived.  Cranberries
are firm, but these offering are Jerseys of
fine quality. Following are (uotations for
sound fruit, fit for re-shipment to country
points :—Lemons at 86.50 to 37.00 por box;
apples, 88,75 for single barrely, 23.4 for five
barrel lots or more; snow apples, 8.5, Cali-
fornia tokay grapos. fuil crates, $5.50 ; Oregon
pears, 82.5) to &8 per crate; bananas, 38 to
3.5 1 per bunch,  Malaga grapes, 8 per beg.
Cranberries, 811 to 11.59 per barrel for fancy
Jerseys. Spanish onions, $1.1) per crate of
50 b4,

OROCERIER,—The first direst steamship
with new currants has arrivew  nd the goods
were solling at eastern points this week. Va-
lencia raisins hold very firm in all markets.
Sultanas were cabled 1 6d higher. Japan
and China teas keep firm, with a continued
advaucing tendency, but India_teas are not
particularly strong in tone and have not ad-
vanced in beeping with Japan and China
teas. Insungars there has beon no change.
Refiners quote 4 8-16 to 4}c for granulated
and 8} to 8%c for yellows. ~ New figs are dve
in about a weck.

Fist,—Oysters are sclling lower for best
brands, the range of yrices being narrower.
There wasa larger number of varieties of
fresh fish in the market, but only a limited
quantity of several varieties came 1n, British
Columbia salmon, 14¢ 1b; British Col-
umbia halibut, 11c. Iake Superior trout,
Q¢ ; whitefish, 6¢; pickerel 8 to 4e. Smok-
ed whitefish, 8c1b; smoked goldeyes, 30 to 85¢
dozen ; red herring 20c¢ box: finen haddies,
ile Oysters, $2  for standards
and 8225 for seclects, per  gallon.
The frozen fish saved from the refrigerator
firc at Selkirk have been placed in other cold
storage warchouses,

CANNED MEATS : —

Corned fice! ..... 2 |b tins, pcr case ot 1dozon 82 65
Koast Beef ... ... g ¢ “ ) 27
Brawn . o . D 265
Vigs Fect “ « 1« 2%
sunch Tongue .“ “ 1 ¢ 765

o 1 o 9 w 780
Ox Tongue... ..1§ ** " ) S €70
Chipped Dried Brefl  ** " 2 ¢ 52
Compressed Ham .1 ¢ « 2 0« 450

NuTs,—Soft shelled almonds are quoted at
16 to 18¢, walnuts, 14 to 17¢, peanuts,roasted,
14 to 1de, filberts, 12 to 15¢, pecans, 16 to 17¢,
Brazils, 14 to 15c. Figs, 14 to 18¢; dates,
10c, Cocoanuts, $1 to 1.10 per doz.

Frum Bery, rT¢.—Following . » prices of
the goods put up by the Johnston Fluid Reof
Company of Montreal :—Jolmatons Fluid Beef
—No. 1. 2-0z. tina, per dozen, $2.70: No. 2
for,, 8150: No, 8. Koz . &.83; No, 4. 11b,,
$12.83; No, H, 210, € 180, Staminal—2oz,
bottles, per dozen.$. |, do, 4oz, $,10; do. 8
oz, $7.65 do, 6oz, $12.75, Fluid Beef
Cordial—=-200z. bottios, $10,  Mitk Granules—
In cases of 4 dozen, $5.10. Milk Granutes
with Cereals—In cases of 1 dozen, §1,25,

by Goops, —The clothing houses expect
a good trade, It is claimed by some that
ready-made clothing is coming mora into use
to the displacoment of the more expensive
taitlor-made suits.  This might be considered
& natwral accompaniment of o hard-times
year, Samples of new imported prints are
coming to hand, and travellers will now be
ablo to <how there goods for spring trade.

Duvas,—Following prices are for small par-
cels and will bo shmﬁd considerably for full
apekago orders:  Alum, per pound, 83 to 43c,
aleohol, $1.75; bleeching powder, per pound;
6 to Be 3 blue vitrol, 5 to Se; borax, 11 to 18¢;
bromide potash, 55 to Ti¢; camphor, 75 to
85¢; camphor, ounces, 80 to 9%c¢; carbolic
acid, 40 to 65¢; castor oil, 11to 1ic; chlorate
potash, 28 to 85c; citric acid, 53 to 65¢; cop-
peras, 8} to de; cocaine, per oz, $7.50 to
88,00 ; cream tartar, per pound, 28 to 8ic;
cloves, 20 to 25¢; epsom salts, 84 to 4c; ex-
tract logwood, bulk, 14 to 18¢; do.. hoxes, 18
to 20¢ ; German quinina, 80 to 40¢ ; glycerine,
per pound, 20 to 25¢; ginger, Jamaica, 25 to
40c: do., African, 20 to 206c; Howard's
quinine, per ounce, 85 to 15¢; iodine, $5.50
to $6.00; insec* powdor, 85 to 40c; morphia
sul,, $1.90 to 2,25, Opium, $4,50 to 5.00;
oil, olive. 81,25 to 1.40; oil, U.S, salad, $1.25;
to 14V oil, lemon, super, $2,25 to 2,75 oil,
peppermint, 81,00 to 4,50 ; oxalice acid, 18 to
16 | potass iodide, 84.25 to 4.50; saltpetre,
10 to 12¢; sal rochelle, 80 to 85¢; shellae, 45
to S¢; sulphur flowers, 83 to 5c¢; sulphur
roll, per kegg, 83 to 5¢; soda bircarb, paor keg
of 112 pounds, 83,75 to 4,25, sal soda, 82,00 to
8.00 tartaric acid, per 1b, 45 to 5dc,

Raw Funs.—The following reporxt has
beun received of C. M, Lampson & Co.'s fur
salesin London, which were held last week,
showing the comparison of price with the last
previcus sales of the same kindz Lf <kins:

Raccoon, Northwestern, 10 per cent lowei than March,
“ Southwestern, 20 ¢ ¢ 40w

Muskrat, — W ¢ % 6w w
Skunk _ e ¢ s oww
Oppossum - 2¢ ** ‘' higher ¢
Mink - 20 ¢ Jower ‘* ¢
Fon, red - R A T
Fox, grey - /o4 e e e w
Fox, kitt - 15 ¢ e w
Fox, Japan -— 123 ** higher ** June,
Marten - 45 ¢« ¢4 Mapch,
Sable, Russian — 10 ¢ e s
Beaver — 10 ¢ ¢ Jower **  Jan.
Otter —_— I D . March,
Lynx — P T Rt vt
Hair Seal - 10 ¢« " 5 “
Wolt — T e w e
Wolverine - 100 *¢ ¢ higher ¢ ¢
Bear, black - 5 ¢ w “
Bear, brown. - 40 ¢ » [ .
Bear, Grizzly — 4) ¢ “oe “
Australiaoppogsum — 10 ¢ * lower ‘*  June
Wombat it 1 ¢ w6 o« “
Wallaby —_ 5 *  higher * .
Cat, common — g6 ¢+ ¢ s \geeh,
Cat, house - 40 ¢ ¢ Jower ¢«
Badyer - g e v e
Chinchilla, bastard, same as in June.

Ermine - “ " “

Tibet Lamb  — 15 per c-at, higher than June.
Grebe - 0 ¢ lower ‘* March,
Kolinsky —_ 10 *“ *“ higher * June,

‘Woon.—Prices are about the same. Tama-
rack is held at 84 to 4.25 per c.rd on track
here in car lots as to quahity. Oak about
3.75, mixed pine, spruce, ete., can be had at
$3.50. DPoplar has sold at from 82,25 to 2.75
on track as to quality. Birch, $4 to 4.25,

CoAL.—Tho sharp reduction in price form-
erly announced, led to active buying. Many
consumers had their winter coal iius filled
up, fearing that the lower prices might not be
continued long. Some dealers encouraged



