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EXPERIMENTAL FARMING.

Ono of tho most intoresting books which
comes [rom the government priuting dopsct-
mont at Ottawa is tho annual repirt of tho
oxperimen‘al farms. Theso reports givo beiefly
tho rosults of much cxperimeutal work, care-
fully oarried on % tho farms. Tais work in
sludos exporiments in agriculture, horticulture,
stook raisiog ani feeding, chemizal aad botaol
cal oxperiments, ete. A vast anount of prac
tical knowledge is tlius gathored, which shoull
bo of groat value to the iatelligzut farmers of
the couatry. In addition tothe anuual roport,
bulletins arq frequently fvsued, giving more de
tatled information upin speciul oxperiments.

Tu uodertaking tho establishment of these
exporimental farms, some six or seven years
ago, tho governmont made a most wisc move in
the fnterest of the farmers of Canada. A great
doal of work has been accomplithed at the
central farm, located near Ottawa, and this
has boon supplementsd by the work. accom
plished at the branch farms in various pirta of
the country These branch farms have been
located so a- to moet the requirements of the
varying climate and gencral conditions, in a
country of such vast area as Canada. This
geeat work is carried out under the exp:rienced
direction of Mr. Wm. Ssunders, with local
superiatondents ia charge of cash farm.

‘The information gained through the work
carried on as these farms is first of all of value
to the farmers of the couatry, and our agrical-
turists should thereforc endeavor to acquaint
themsolves with the results obtsined. It is
quite as important that the farmers should
become acquainted with the iaformation gain-
ed, a1 it is-to obtain this information in the
fiest instanco, Tue CoxMERCIAL bas there-
fore advocited the pablication and liberal
distribution of the anoual report of each of
the branch farme within the district sorved
by such farm, in addition to the large annual
report embodying the work of all tho farms.
The newspapars publish reports of a good
deal of the work done at the farms, but we
believe many of our favmers are losing much of
this valuable information.

The genoral annval report of the experi:
mental facms for 1892 has just been received.
It is a.book of nearly 300 pages, and con-
tains reports of the work done during the
last year at the central aad branch farms.
Natura'lly we turp firat to the report from
tho Manitoba expserineatal farm at Braa-
don, which is under the superintendence
of Mr. S. A. Bedford. Grain and
fodder crops engags the chief attention
at tho Manitoba farm, though forestry, horti-
culture, otc., are not neglected. Last year
159 plots were sown with wheat, 102 with onts
and 86 with basley, peas, ete, A little grain
vus sown as oarly as April 6, but seediog was
not general until April 14, which is stated to
bo & week later vhan usual. Thiy would of
courze apply to that district.

In wheat 103 plots wore devoted to tests of
different varisties. In the first test 18 varieties

wero sown on stiff clsy loam, April 20, with
common drill, firat crop aftor breaking. The
seed was all biuatoned, aad there was no smut
nor rust in any of tho plots. In this tost red
fife stood rocond fn point of yield, giving 40
bushels 32 pounds por acro of wheat, weighing
61 pounds per bushel. Green mountain wheat
givo 41 bushels 16 pounds of wheat, weighing
60} poun 1g per bushel, and was ripe on Angnst
20, or one duy earlier than red fifo. Tho wheat
to tipen first was harl Caloutta, vu Avgust 10,
but the yi.11 was only 17 bushels, 43 poands.
T.adoga ripened Aug 18t 18, and gave 10 bushels,
20 pounds p r acre. In another tost of 34
variotios, so xn on Dblack loam, on April 22, vn
summer fallow, with progs drill, red fifo atood
fourth in yiold, giving 37 bushols, 50 pounds
por acre. Threo other varietics gave 10 pounds
cach per acro move than rol fife, These were
white connol, white fife, and Pringle's cham-
pion. Hard red Caloutta agin ripsned on
August 10, much ca lier than aay of the other
varleties, but only yielded 14 bushels, 40
pounds per acre, which placed it at the bottom
of the list, OQaly three varicties returnad less
than 20 bushels por acre. Oa upland prairie,
light loam, summer fallow, 31 varicties were
sown, red fife a'auding nioth in poiat of yield,
giviog 24 bushels, 30 pounds, and tho highest
was 23 bushels, 30 pounds, this yield being ob.
tained from Defiance. Ia another test, wheat
gsowa on land maanured at the rate of 20 touns
per acre, ripened in cach instance five days
earlier than the same class of wheat sowo oo
land without manure. This is a valuable
pointer for thole Mauitoba farmers who claim
that there is no use for wanure in Maai.
toba., If manuring the land will hasten the
ripening of wheat as much as fivo daye, as it
didin this test, then manure is of great value
in Manitoba. Salt and superphosphate of
lime, tried with the object of testing its effect
in hastening the ripening of wheat, did not
seem to have any iofluence in this direction,
though the yield appared to be very slightly
increaged, Rolling the land after the wheat
was up, did not seem to have much eftzct in
increasiog the yield. Aunother test was made
with wheat as to mode of preparing the soil.
Spring plowing, sown immediately after plow-
ing, gwe 28 bushels, 10 pounds per acre ; fall
plowiog gave 16 bushels, 50 pounds per
acre, and summer fallow thirty eight
bushels, twenty pounds Tais test was
made with red fife. The summer fallow was
plowed once on June 22, and weeds kopt down
thereafter by a three-horse cullivator, The
test showed very muchagainst fall plowing,the
theory beinz that the fall plowed land is in
such loose condition that it dries ont much
more rapidly Ina test with drills and broad-
cast sowing, the drills returoed a considerably
larger yiold—from two to five bushels per acro
more , and the press drill did better than the
common drill, by one to two bushels per acve.
It may be noted.with spacial satisfaction that
all the wheat sown inthe different tests, was
bluestoned for smut, and all the wheat was
free from smut. A special west to provent
smut, bowever; was vaade with different prepar-
ations, Sulpbate ofiroa,sulphate of copper(blue
stona), ageioultural bluestone, lime, ctc., were
tried, three plots of each, with the resultthat the

bluestoue treatmont in ench caso was vory anc

ceasful, the wheat so treated boiog practically
frec from tmut, Agrionltural blucstono prov-
ed of considorablo value, bus was not nearly as
efiizacious as the purs bluestone. The sced
treated with sulpbate of iron had leas mmnut
then the sced not treated with anything, but
the sulphate of iron treatmont did not appear
of sufficient value to warrant its use, Lime
used with Lluestone did nob spprar to havy tny
valao but rather had tho effect of lossening the
valae of the purc bluestone treatment. Another
teat fur wheat aws as to date ol suwing, Red
fifo sown on Apcil 23:1d, ylelded 33.20 bushels
por acre,an 1 matured in 125 duys ; sown on May
7th the yicld was 36.50 bushels, and matured
in 113 days; sown on May l4th tho yield was
37.10 bushels, and matared fo 107 dags ; sown
on May 21at tho yiold was 33.30 bushels and
ripencd in 110 days, sown oa May 28th the
yield was 29.40 bushels and ripencd in 108
days; sown on June 4th tho yicld was 28 bush.
els and matured in 103 days. The repost of
the Braundon farm deals with exporiments with
other coreals, hay and fodder crop3, roots, for-
estry, ete. We will continae a summary of the
report in future issues.
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We are informed that a recent article in Tus
CoarsercIal rogarding the a'leged ming boom
at the Lake of the Woods, has caused somo ad-
verse comnient in that quarter. The article
seems to have been misunderato,d. Tue Cox-
MERciaL said pothirg, cither for or aginst the
value of the district as a miniog couatry,
What we coodemned was false cables to British
papers, sent out evidently with the intention

‘of influencing the sale of mining stocks in Kag-

land. These cables were not sent from Rat
Portage, which towa is headquarters for the
Lako of the Woods district, but were dated at
St. Paul and other piinta in the States, We
do not koow that a miog swindle is being per.
petrated, but the cables telling of a great rush
to the district, otc, are false, and Tue Cox-
MERCIAL 8aid s0.

Now, there is nothing which will injure
legitimate mining developxyent mor~ in the
district, than the perpetration of a swindle,
and those who have tho best interests of the
district at heart, should be the first to condemn
the civculation of fulsehcols. TueComstereiar
did not in that articl: discuss the merits of the
Lake of the Woods district as a mining ter-
ritory, nor shall we at this time undertake to
do so. We said *“ there is gold in the district,
and there may be paying propeirties there.”
We will go further and say we beliove
there are poying properties there, A con-
siderable interest has been taken in the
tercit ory, and the development work which we
underatand is likely to be done in the near
fature, will further prove the capabilitics of
the territory, We believe the qutlack is mare
favorable at present for devclopment work in
the territory than it has perhaps ever been
before. This much js satisfactory, and thore
arc many who beliove thal tho results will
prove in overy sense favorablo to the repatation
of tho district.




