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THE PULPIT AS A SIGN-BOARD.

EWSPAPERS are deprived of a good deal of profitable ad-
vertising owing to the way ministers allow themselves and
their gulpnts to be used as a medium for making announcements
which ought to be made through the press.  “The daily papers are
the chief sufferers. But they have the semedy partly in their own
hands, for a htle gentle raullery of the cleric who makes a sign
baard of himsell can do more to expose the ridiculous nature of
the practice than any other conrse of treatment.  ‘Flere is no
earthly reason why a religious service should be interrupted in
order to sting off a long st of meetings and amusements
which have no connection with the congregation to whom they
A concent under the auspices of some local
sty mote or less  usually less  associated with benevolent
or temperance work, has no more claim to be heralded forth
from the town pulpits than the good quality and fitting proper-
ties of the shints of the ennnent outfitter, Mr. Smith, or the
excellent canned goods offered by Mr. Brown, the no less
cimment grocer. Some cleggymen make it an inflexible rule 10
lumt their pulpnt announcements 1o the concerns of their own
particular congregation,  “Fhere are athers who, from nistaken
courtesy, read out any notice placed in their hands,
the proper matenial for the newspaper, and the clergy should e
posted on thus pont by judicious advice, delicately adminis-
tered, as the case may require. An Enghish society lady 1s smd
10 be abandoning the sending ont of invitations when she gives
a recepion, and simply advertises the affair. This brings all
her friends to the gathenng, and saves her the trouble of writing
wvitation cards or notifying her clergyman.
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THE POSITION OF EDITORS AND REPORTERS.

By Taners [lanres, Wirna s, Mastaeat,

STO the strange condition of professional journalsm, 1
A think that perhaps the fault is with  journahsts themselves
that they are i no better position financially than they are. I
thete were some association among them with the aim of txtter-
ment of ther position that animates the rades-unionists 1 am
sure there would be benetit therefsom. s the matter stands,
thete are few professional journalists “These are nearly all poor

cither as jroprictors or salaricd men. A very large number
make purnalism the stepping stone to some other object: -the
law, the churely, or the political arena. To the ordiary pro-
prictor, 1t appears o e, « leather-headed, shpshod reporter is
of as much account as one who is more capable, though less
showy N good many of the proprictas are poor writers them-
slies would not know good grammar from - bad, not to speak
of the siyles of compostton: and actually cncourage the bla.
tant, checky, carcless fellow i preference to the more solid and
less shows imdnadual who really takes an interest in doing his
Fhe one tlang lew Journabsts seemto sealize  proprie-
wther responsbihity o mankind as agents

wotk
torx o salatied men
of Providence w the general progress,  “The preatest blessing 1o
any state, neat to gomd schoals, should bea sturdy, independent,
wtelhgent press. Tlas as not to be had from under-pad wistes
nether 1010 be had untess some disennanation is exercised
an o the class taken upon nowspapers as make shifts for writers.
Any orgameation of Journalsts that would take up and deal
with this matter would e azam not only to the press but 1o

the countny Sutelv, ol the dignaty of law, medicine, pulpit or
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trade even, are worth preserving and clevating, that of the press

- the voice, if not the mirror, of public opinion (the creator,
more likely, thereof)  should be considered equally worthy, 1
should much like to join any such association.
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THE NEW STATISTICS CONCERNING NEWSPAPERS.

£ F I'HE making of newspapers there is no end ™ must

e the reflection of auyone who examines the statis
tics relating to newspapers in Canada.  “T'he past cight years
have shown a remarkable growth in the number and import-
ance of newspapers, and  Mr. George Johnson, the Dominion
Statistician—tumself an experienced  journalist -has prepared
for the forthcoming issue of the Year Book of Canada a very
full and interesting statement of the number of journals in all
the provinces of the Dominion. At the end of 1893 Canada
had 919 newspapers and periodicals.  Of these 66 were in the
French language, 12 in German, and 1 each in Scandinavian,
Icelandic and Gaclic. The rest were in English.  Between
1885 and 1893 the number of papers in French have increased
from one for every 23,810 French-speaking people to one for
every 21,300 similar people; and the number in English has
grown from onc for every 5,480 Lnglish-speaking people to ane
for every 4,083.

As seems natural, the pereentage of growth in the numbeer of
new papets is highest an the newer districts, like the Northwest
and British Columbia, where more papers have been started than
anywhere clse in proportion 1o the number which existed in
18835, Of the 92 dailies, 33 are moarning and 57 cvening,  In
(mtario there are 31 evening papers, and 11 in Quebec.  The
following table gives a condensed and convenient summing np
of the newspaper ficld in the various provinees :

. =
‘ - = .2 .
! ) v ., = & w2

v s & % s %
PROVINGES. ~ 3 z =4 ¢ F = & =
5 - £ Y 2§ £ 3 &
S S F z £ x = 22
—— e e e e — = — e e 2
Oatatie .. .. B 1 $ ¥y 2 a W 30
Quclec e e . . o LONEE OO T S TR T 1
Nona Reotia e seess cee Y g T3 EEEE L
New Brunswick.. .. .. ? P I L s 12 .. au
Frinee Falwand 1alandd e e e H : te e ‘e
Manicla .. reae | R B 1 ] 2 1l . [0
Brstiads ¢ olumbiaa, . . 7 e 1 . 3 4 >
Newthuest Territvrices e e . 2 . Y] T . 113
— - - —_ —
Tutal . 22N TR L ST L R L S Lo R T

Ataglance one can see that Omtario leads, and that the
new provinees are mpidly increasing their number of pubilica.
tions.

Mr. Johnson notes the growth of class journals in Canada,
There were, as he puts it, 22 depantments of knowledge repre
sented by 34 journals in 1885, while in 1893 there were g5
hranches represented by 138 journals.  Such organizations and
socictics as Foresters, Freemasons and Oddfcllows have now 12
journals devated to their interests, an increase of 5 over 1853,
Medicine and surgery have ¢ publications : 3 in Ontatio, 4 in
Quebee, and ane each in Nova Scotia and New Brunswick.

The census retums of the printing and publishing business
in Canada form an instructive conclusion to the foregoing
newspaper statistics.  The figures for the three decades are:
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