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CURRENT TRADE CONDITIONS.

ONTARIO.

The last week of January witnessed
more activiîy an the lu.mber business than
the preceding weeks of the month. Sote
qilîte large sales of pane were
made, particularly in tlhe Ottawa valley,
where it ssaid mnsanufacturers have con.
tracted for a considerable proportaon of
the comng season's production. In an-
ticipation of a good year, wholesale
dealer* and exporters arc buyang laberally,
and this fact may induce manufacturers
to increase ther operations an the noods
beyond what was nr:ganally mntended.
Within the past fortnight several gangs
of men have been sent to the logging
districts. The conditions on the Georgian
Bay are somewhat similar. Aithough a
southern Ontario there has been a lack of
snow for lngging, n the Muskoka and
northern districts this difficulty has not
been met with.

It is yet too early to estimate the extent
of building operations in 1899, but the
amouut of work already arranged for
produces a strong hope of a busy season.
There will probably be mae building in
country districts than last year, when it
was of considerable volume.

QURntlEc AND NEw nlRuNsWICK.

ManufaLtusers of spru-îe lun.bet are
holding quotations reasonably high, and
consequenty shappers h.ave not contract-
cd very heavaly. The low places ai which
stock was purchased last yea>r are beng
used by buyers to secure better terms for
the comang season's stock , but manufac-
turers seena ta have resolved to make a
fair rr.argn of profit or cease busaness.
The highest price yet paid at Si. John for
spruce lumber for spring delivery is $9.75,
which s about $.5o his:'-er than thcaver-
age price last year. In shapping carcles
there is not much dong ; the rate on lum-
ber to New York, from St. John, as lower,
being $3.

MANITO A AND BRITISH CO.UiA.

The lumbermen of Manitoba are pre
panng for the anndal convention whith
takes place next week, and at which the at.
tendance promases to be unusually large.
There is some movement of lumber ai the
present timre, although at cannot be said

that spring t rade bas yet commenced. As
building prospects are particularly bright,
retailers will nu doubt ncrease their
stoLks it îterially an the near future. In
Bratish Columbia the lumber trade is
without any special featuae, although the
era of lut% prices is probably at an end,
owsang largely ta the starcity of logs.
The foreign trade is qutte brask, and
several vessels are loadang.

IINITED STATEs.

The past week has been on- of conven-
tions, and consequently lumbermen have
not devoted the usual attent:on to the
getting of business. Transactions have
been on a moderate scale, and have been
confined largely to immediaie require-
ments. Prospects, however, are of an
encouraging characier, and unless all
si:ns should fait, there wdla be a brisk
lumber trade in 1S99. Eistern whole-
sale dealers report numerous inquiries for
quantities of difftent grades for spring
del-very, which would seen to andacate
that conisumners anticipate higher praces an
the near future. There as an excessive
demand for box lumber, which is in short
supply and likely ta further advance.
Manufacturers generally are firan in their
askang prices, and wholesale dealers are
not nclined to contract for stock at the
quotations gaven them. These remarks
apply partacularly to white pine. Hem-
lock lumber lias made an all-round ad-
vance of :io cents per thousand feet.

Hardwood stocks continue to be bought
upclose to the saw. In Michigan soft
and rock clm are brngang prices from
$4 to $C h6 her than those whkh ruled
two years ago. Even beech, which bas
been t.onsidered an unsaleable lumber,
finds a ready market.

It is clatmed that at northern mtl
points there is a pronounced shortage of
lath, and sellers are asking 5a.65 per
thousand for whate pane. Shangles arc
demanding some attenton, and show no
weakenmng in price.

FORRICIN.
British timber importiers are contracting

for goods for spring delivery only in a
niderate way, as they beieve that ship-
pers' askang prices arc higher than the
conditions warrant. It must be remem-
bered, however, that stocks in the Bntish
market are lghter than those of one year
ago, while the productaon of Canadaan
lumber as lakely ta be curtailed durng the
comng season. There- as also the fact
that places of spruce, red pane, and sev-
cral classes of tamber arc strengthenang.

At London 3 x i i and 3 x 9 3rd spruce are
sellang privately at £7 7s 6d per standard,
although samilar goods can be purchased
ai aultion at 5s below these fiaures. Last
year spruce found ats way into new fields,
and consuners are said to be willing ta
again contract for a supply. Looking ai
all the condations surrounding the spruce
market, there would secm ta be reason to
expect advanced prices and a good season
in a899.

The conditions of the lumber trade in
France are about normil. It is expected
ltat thee wall be a large consumuption of

wood durang a899, and that red pne will
be maintained at higher praces. White
pane joists, timber jmsts and hardwood
also show signas of strengtlhenang.

STOCKS AND PRICES.
Thomas Myles' Sons, Hamilton, Ont.,

want 150 pieces 12 x i2, 30 fect, sound
white pine timber.

J. E. Harroun & Son, or Watertown,
N.Y.., want gond white pine mil culîs, :
nct, resawed for large boxes.

R. & T. Ritchie, of Avmer, Que., have
contracted to supply the Metropolatan
Electric Company, of Ottawa, with poles.

The Metropolhtan Raalway Company, of
Toronto, are taking tenders for ihe supply
of 65,ooo cedar tics, i,ooocedar telegraph
poles and 3oo cedar trolley poles.

During the season of 1898 Messrs. E.
1. White & Son, of Sand Raver, N.S.,
shipped to Amrican ports 78 cargoes of
piles and spars, aggregating about 5 5 ,0 00
pleces.

The Exploits Lumber Company, of Bot-
woodville, Nfld., will cut o,ooo,ooo feet
of white pine lumber next sunmer, 5,co,-o
ooo feet of logs being now in the river.
The manager of thas company as George
A. Fowler.

George Upham, of reder.iton, N.B.,
retumed rccently front the lumber camps
on the Tobique river. He estimates the
cut on that river this wnter at S,ooo,ooo
ecet, a decrease of 7,oooooo fect as com-
pared wath last w inter. Mr. Upham has
contracted for all of Senator Baord's logs,
about ,50.ooao feet

At the annual meeting of the share-
holders of the Rat Portage Lumber Com-
pany, it w.s stated by the manager that
the compa.y h-id over 6oo men cutting
logs an the woods. Some Soooo.ooo feet
wall be taken out, which, waah the stock
now on hand, will give a good supply for
next season's sawing.

The annual report of the Board of
Trade of Montreal gives the following
statmcntit of foi est pioducts expontd (lom
thit pori durang the year à895. Ashes,
pot and pearl, S3S.32a , logs, pine, S:5 ,
Ings. .ll nther, $836 ; luimber, $5.574.114
tîmber, square, S:26,5W9: other artacles,

The lumber production ai Saganaw and
hay City, Mich., an the season of 1896
526,723, total, 55,763,743.


