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It is o doliberate attempt to mislead the public, and to manufacture
opposition to a very wiss measure, which will only react against its movers,

The syndicste will of courso obtain as high a prico for its coal as possi-
b'e, but tho laws of supply and demasnd in the Dominiun will prevont any
great increase. WWo noto that the Hon. A. G Jounes, in an interviow, admits
that it was tho duty of seventy-five cents that gave our mines the markots
of the St. Lawronce. Removo this and Welsh and English coal will at onco
competo at prosent prices. Iesides, tho syndicate will control only n por-
tion of the Capo Breton aress, snd 1n Pictou and Cumberland outside of
tho wines now boing worked thero are many unworked arcas which will
under tho stimulus now given to tho coal trade be soon opened up.

They have had to pay to the Cape Bre'on coai mino ownors the prices
thoy considored their propostics wortn. The owners aro cortainly the best
judges of the valuo of their mines, and if thoy cou'd seo tho immenso profits
from themn tho flerald predicts th syndicate will mako, thoy certainiy
are vory bonovolent to soll out at the prices they are receiving. (1o this poiut
tho FHlerald i of course a botter authority than they, but we note that that
journal 1 one cditorial claims thas tho syndicate aro to at once double
their monoy, and 1n the next states that *tho scheme has the support of a
number of professed Liberal Conservatives, but so fur as we can learn they aro
intocested diroctly or indirectly in mining aroas or other property which is
boing unloaded on the Whitnoy syndicate at high prices” Professed
Liberal Conservatives is good,wh napplied to such men astho McKeens, the
Archibalds, McLennans, Archbolds, Lithgows and others, but letting this
pass, tho two editorials prove the lengths to whch the Herald will go in its
ipsane deeire to injure the syndicate.

A great deal has beon said and written against the ninely nine years
lease, but when it is understood that the present loases aro really rencwable
for threo toims of twenty years each, or eighty years in all, and that leases
may be surrendered before their expiry and taken up for enother term of
cighty years, it will bo seen that thero i3 nothing in this objection.

Tho Whitney Syndicate, befure investing several millious in this Pro-
vince, wished to secure a leaso that would not boe subject at each renewal to
increased royalty. As a coneideration for this they agreed to pay a royalty
of 12} cents per ton, an increase of 23 cents over tho usual rato, provided
tho government would give them a cintinuous leaso for ninety-nine years
To this the government ussented, and further stipulated that the syndicate
should bind themselves to pay a wimmun royaity of S125,000 yearly.
This also was agreed to, and tor the sight concesston given thoe govern
mont exacted amp'o compeneation and drove & vory hard bargain.

Looked at from any point of view there is nothing in the objections
raised against the syndicate and the coal bid worthy ot the name of argu-
ment, and wo 2re furced to the cunclusion that Mr. Van Horne 1s night, and
that tho opposition to the bill is Yargely tho result of disappointment at not
being in somo way interested, or whut is more likely of sheer jealousy of
those who aie profiting through their enterprise in promuting the mo t bene.
ficis] mining scheme ttat was over intruduced 1ntv Nova Scotsa.

GoLp RETURNS —Vory fow gold roturns have been received at the Mines
Office for tho month of January.

Tho Nurth Star Mine, Sturmont district, returns 150% ozs. gold from
863 tons quartz cru hed. The Aotigunish Co., same district, 1553 ozs.
gold frum 3US tuns quartz crushed. The Canboo (Moose laver Insinict)
has two returns, the . Toaquuy Mine, 101 vzs. go.d frum 428 tons quariz
and slate crushed, and the Moose liver Gold Ce. 22 ozs. gold from 18503
tons crushed.

The Dufferin Mine, Salmon River, is looking up, tho returns for October
were 86 ozs. gold from 400 {ous quartz.

Novomber... 95 ¢ ¢« g5) @

Decombor.. 110 ¢« gy ¢« @

January..... 90 ¢« ¢« 350 # o«

Orbuay.~Tho stamp mill on the property at Oldham owned by the “Co-
Jumbia Gold Mining Company,” was started on Monday by Sopenintendent
Carponter. It was shut dowd aguin to make some changes in the screens
and will sooa bo in regular comumssion. Parties interested in this rich
district will hear of tho starting of the new mil with pleasure, as it will
stimulate mining in that lucality. The company have plenty of quartz on
hand for crushing and aro now mining good pay ore.

FieLpine axp Cnorcn.—This is an action brought by Mr, Geo. H. Field-
ing, bsrristor of Haufax, against Hon, Chas. £ Church porcoually, to
recover tho valuc of an interest in the Annand mino, which was lost. it is
ailoyed, through the commissioner refusing to register the transfer, whi e
registeriug a transfor covering the same areas to tho lsto Charles Annand of
8 later date. Thero ars some interesting points invelved, and from what we
havo scen of the evidence, wo shuuld judge that tho facts wero somowhat
involved. In another issus, whon we have more space, wo will give a sketch
of tho facts. The caso does not in any way affect tho titlo now held by the
Nova Scotia Geld Mines, Jimited, as thero was nothing on tho records to show
that Mr. Fioldiog held tho interest.

Dositsiox Coar Compayy, Lro.—The organization meeting of the
Dowminivn Coal Company took placo at Boston on Friday lust, when tho
fo.owing ofticers wero olceted :—President—H. M. Whituey, Boston;
Trossurer—dJohn 8. McLennan Montreal » Goueral Manager—F. S. Pear-
son. Buston ; Resident Manager—D. McKeen, North Sydoey ; Secrotary—
B, F. Peareon, Halifax ; Directors—IU. W. Dimock, Now York; Robert
Winsor, of Kidder, Peabady & Co.; Atfred Winsor, President of tho
Boaton Towboeat Company, (senior wember of the firm of Alfred Winsor &
Son, who do a largo business with Nova Scotia); W, B. Ross, barrister,

Halifax ; Sir Donald Smith, W. C. Van Horno and Hugh McLennsn,
Montreal, The bueiress wili be managed by a committes of four, who will
almost havo tho same poworr as tho board of directors. Nothing has been
settlod as regards tho Halifax agovey. Mr. B, T, Poarson will not remove
to Boston, but will continue to reside in Halifax,

Lo ths Editor of the Critie: It is a matter of complaint that Halifax
aud Nova Scotia people havo sent monoy away out of tho country to put in
mining investmonts and decline to aid mining ontorprises in this province.
In the caso of sorze of the stocks rold in Halifax Intaly tha almost unbnown
properties owned by the companies i suing tho stocke snd the romarkable
“boom,” * boom™ stylo of prospectus used should havo beon sufficiont to
havo warned people pot to gsmble 3o recklessly in these unquoted stocks.
‘That this shou!d have been done with sileer stocks is au evidence that
Halifax buyers have neglected to note what is mentioned by a'l leading and
roliable mining and financial journa's, viz ; that silver proporties ars un-
profitable under the circumstances under which silver has gone down in
prico that many silvor mines are clo-ing down on account of not being able
to pay dividends, and that tho demands for mew propertics are for gold
mines in proference to silver,

MosTrean MerTiNG or Mivive Socieries—Some {wenty-sevon mem-
bers of the Mining Society of Nova Scotis, accompanied in some instances
by their wives, left on Monday by the Canada Pacific express to attend the
united meeting of mining socioties at Montreal. Through eome delay they
did not arrivo at Montreal until Wodnesday morning, too late t> partici-
pate in the opening ceremonies. This 1s to be rogrotted as Promier
Fiolding was tv have delivered an address at the opening.

PICTOU CHARCOAL IRON CO,, LTD.

This company was corporated under the Jaws of Nova Scotia in Novem-
ber 891 with an authorized capital of 3200,000 devided into 1000 ordinary
shares of 8100 each and 1000 prefer nco shares of $100 each, The pro-
perty of the company consists of 5,000 acres heavy old growth hardwood
and the wood on an aditional 1,000 acres in the vicinity.

2nd.—The mining rights on the Grant Bros. farm at Bridgoeville, at the
very door of the works and 400 acres oniy a fow miles distant, not liable
tu guvernment royalty, also the night to search on § squaro miles at Blanch-
ard ; on 8]l of which areas good ore has been found.

3rd.—The limestone deposits on Grant's and McDonald’s farms at
Bridgeville and McLean's at Springville.

4th.—The furnace grounds at Bridgovitls comprising 114 acros of land
on Grants farm whero the p ant s now ereclod and in oporatioa ; ¥ milo of
track connecting the works with the Now Glasgow Iron, Coal and R. R.
Co's , raifrcad from Eureka Juoction to Sunny Brae), with branch roads
graded from the track to stock house and ccal shed.

Tho buildings compriso office 28 ft. x 38 ft. with 9 ft. x 16 ft. snnox,
Engine house 35 ft x 70 ft.  Stock house, coal shed snd casting house, tho
former 40 f¢t. x T ft. x 21 ft. posts, with a capacity of 6,000 bushels of char-
coal, tho later 130 ft. x 52 ft. x 14 ft. posts with vonli'ators 10 ft.x 4 ft. run-
ning the who'e length of the casting house.

The workshops and furnaca buildings are covered roof and sides with
corregiated iron.

The hoist tower 70 feet high, also covered with the same material has
double oleva‘ors and the boiler housw 20 ft. x 32 ft, has iron frame and iron
roofing,

Tl?o working plant propor is compactiy arrangad, with furnacs etacl 50
feot high and 11 feot bosh with crinoline strapping and red brick ¢ shell,”
supported by 6 iron columns and having a wrought iron mant's, water-
coating jacket »nd 6 braze tuyers and water blocks. Tho top provided with
a Weimar friction winch and gas seal ; the down corner 36 feot clear,
bustle and blow pipe, 15 feet diameter with butterfly valve.

Tho hot blast is so arranged that a high degreo of temperaturo (800° or
900° F ), can bo easily maintained with a very smail amount of fue! (gas),

Tho boilers are built in sets of two, with soparate iron drafts and inde-
pondent steam and watar connoctions, 5o 33 to bo worked separately if desi-
red, cach set being sufficiont to operate tho ontire b'ast, the fuel being the
waste gases from tho blast furnace,

Ga. burners of special design with combustion chambers arranged to
ciuse quick igrition and complote combustion are provided.

Water supp y.for washing oro has been amply provided for; whilo pro-
vision for roasting and screentng the samo has aiso boon made,

The oro wined is a fine quahity of brown hemitite ; and the supply is
practically inexhaustible, whilo imo abounds 1n the localities a'ready men-
tioned.

Kilrs of brick (about 20 in number), havo beon crocted for burning tho
charcoal on tho woodland owned by the company, and the work of transfer-
ring the coal (which is dono in cnormous wooden boxoes on wheels or ruu-
Bors as is now thoe case) is being vigorously pursned.

‘Tho furpaco is now in operation, and under tho energetic managoment
of Mr. E. A. Sjostedt formorly general manager of the Kithadin Iron
Works, Maino U. S. A., who has had a life long experienco in the manu-
facturo of iron, in bis native land (Sweden), and in tho United States, it
has realized all expectetions,

The output is about 15 tons per day, whilo the quality of the iron is all
that can bo desired. Soveral shipmonts have alieady been mado, and given
perfect satisfaction.




