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ships of this adventure wore fatal to the
health of most of tho party. Soon after this
feat, Moody, who had served quito a year as
a volunteer without pay, and noarly three
years as an onsign, was promoted to a lieu-
tenancy.

In & month or two, Do Lanocy complained
of the want of intelligence, and tho now lien
tenant, with four men, nccordingly left camp
to soize another ** Rebel Mail”' On tho
second nig‘ht they mot a party of Whigs who
enclosed them on three sides, and who had
so well exccuted a plan of ambush as tolecve
no hope of escape. except leaping from n
high cliff of rocks. To surrender or perish
was the only alternative. Moody chose the
latter ; and bidding his men to fellow, sprang
over the Erecipice. Strangely enough no
one was hurt. But he scon saw another
band of Whigs crossing a swamp; and
satisfied that his enemies acted upon
information sent from the British lines, he
resolved to retreat. Eluding his pursuers,
ho reached the Hudson River, and thought
his perils over. When within four miles of
the city, soventy Whigs emerged from a
house a hundred yards distant, and marched
directly towardshim. His guide, who insist-
cd that they were Loyalists, went to meot
them, and was greeted with & shot. The
main body made for dMoody, who, without
any means of escape, scrambled up a steep
hill; but, long before here§ched the summit,
his foes were in full chase, and when aqnly
ono hundred and fifty yards off ‘“‘gave him
one gencral discharge.” *‘The bullets flew
like a storm of hail all round him; his clothes
were shot through in several places ; one ball
went though his hat and another grazed lus
arm.'” He turned withal, slackening his

ace, aimed at one who pursued, and killed

imon thespot. Though the firing was con-
tinued he escaped unharmed, and in due
time reported himself at head-quarters.
Still bent on success, and giving himself no
time for rest, Moody. accompanied by four
trusty followers, left New York tho very
mght of his arrivel there; and as beforo he
moved in darkness only, until he was ready
to pounce upon the coveted *‘ Rebel Mail.”
He incurred perils which I have not time
to relate. After waylaying the rider five
days, he bore off all the despatches that
wero sent to Whigs in the field and else-
where, in consequence of interviews between
Washington and Count Rochambeas in Con-
necticut.

After numberless stir.”1g adventures,
Lieutenant Moody visited England in 1781,
for the sake of his health, which had been
greatly shattered ; he afterwards settled in
Nova Scotia, and died at Weymouth in 1809.

THE TRAINING OF SOLDIERS.

During the last few years there has been
a great and a gradual change in the opinions
of civilized mankind regarding war. Time was
when the greatest philosopher ard states-
man of his age could,write. *But above all
for empiro and greatness, it importeth most
that o nation do profess arms as their prin-
cipal honor, study, and occupation.’ Now
it is generally admitted by sll men whose
intellect gives them theright to act as lead-
ors of mental progress that war isa cursein
itself, and only to be entered upon under
the pressure of dire necessity, for the pres-
erviticn cither of existence or of that honor
without which national existence would lose
much of its value, Both the men and the

money required for war are taken from the
stook of productive power and ranged on tho
sido of destruction, Some recompense to
the continued necessity for armies may, how-
ever, be found in ihe considoration that
military teachins,trains large masses of men
in habits of self-cu.smand and and disctpline.
In such countries as Russia. Austris, and
oven Italy, a large section of the population
could hardly be reached by the schoolmas-
ter, were not the way proyurcd for him by
the drill.sergeant. Lven in Great Britain
the Army is, in great gart, composed of n
class who would probably not bo useful
members of commmunity were they not dir-
ected by men possessing more than ordinary
ﬁower, and spocially trained for the purpose.
ut if tho State takes upon itself to place
special restrictions upon the liberty of any
gortion of the units composing it, and lays
own stringent rules for their canduct and
education, there is tho more reason for vigi-
lant care that tho training given bo of o
character fitted to improve the minds and
bodies of the men whose self guidance has
been so restricted. Soldiers should rise,
not fall, in thoe social scale. ‘fo a certain
extent this principle is observed in the Brit.
ish Army the old theory that unreasoning
obedience is to be the first and chief lesson
taught to the soldier has been long exploded
Army schools have vastiy increased in num-
ber, and most of the principal barracks
have their libraries and recreation-rooms.
In spite of these improvements much re-
mains yet tobedone. Thereis still 2 strong
tendency to regard the man who has volun-
tarily resigned a portion of his liberty as a
puppet to be dressed handsomely and made
to dance when his officer pulls tho strings.
The cffect of such training acts most injuri.
cusly upon the rank and file; but it reacts
also upon the commanders, As soldiers
advance in intelligence their officers must
also advance if they would not lose their
influenc_, and sce obediencr gwo place to
grumbling acquiescence. In time of war
men of all ranks learn their work thoroughly
by actual practice in tne duties of campaign-
ing. In peace the tendency isalways to
sacrifice real efficiency to prettiness, to sub-
stitule pomp and glitter for professional
perfection. Because Frederick the Great
won battles with the battalions which his
father hed trained to a stiff severity of bear-
ing, we are apt to magnify the corporal and
forget the general. Thecrowds which stand
gozing near the flagstaff doring an English
review marvel at the wonderful regularity of
step, the accuracy of mancouvre, and gener-
ally at the discipline by which tens of thou-
sands are mado to obey the commands of a
single individual. Where all seems so per-
fect, whatdoubt can there be that theseem.
ing betokens the reality of perfection? Who
could out manwuvere the general whose
orders are given with such knowledge and
obeyed with such punctuality and precision ?
What enemy could break that golid British
line? Aund when the unintermittent roll of
the Snidersis heard and the canopy of smokeo
is seen to be broken by flashes so numerous
as to s pear almost like a sheet of flame,
what more natural than to believe that an
g?exvny must wither away before so deadly o
X

These appearances are in a great measure
deceptive. The elaborate manamuvres cost
too mnch time to be executed on a ficld of
battle. There is great reason to believe that
the moment when Chlum might have been
retaken and the defeat of Sadows averted
was Jost by tlie pedantic notions of an Aus-
trian general who insisted on moving his

ocorps by regulution, instead of driving p,
nearest battalions straight at tho place. ¢y, I8
of the best artillery commanders in g, P
Poninsular War being asked what mans., g
vors ho found most useful, replied, “Mang,
vers ? I got in front of them and point ¢y N
the place whoro thoy are to g0.”" Tho py.
foct line which slarts bravely to stom,
position is sadly torn to pieces and fi, &R
with gnps beforo it arrives there. Thgy,
gillant marksmen wo see at Aldershoty B
the Curragh need not stand up like turg, S°
in reckless contempt of safety. Their o S
would bo steadier it they were lying dop J
and the recumbent_ position is as favoray, gRE
as any other for loadingsince breech loads B8
came into use, Nor s a line uf men lyz, 8
down less ready for a ch; ree when requird, B
‘'he motion of bodies and limbs in unix B
with martial music is very perfect as n shn |
and tells of much labor on the part of (ke
drill sergeant; but trcops don’t My S
past,” in war. The rapid fire of the Ari S
lery is imposing, but the effect on wmen, B
minds would be less if they knew that th
gunners were taking no aim. _‘,
These impressive displays are bul i |
glitter of the blado, and tell nothingof i [
temper or keenness. But of all the impra §
tical, use‘ess—nay, injurious positions in R
which British soldiers are placed, perha S
the worst is that of garrison artilleryme
when they are set to drill as battalions of
infantry, and imitate with their carbines znd !
swords tho action of infantry soldiers. Th BB
artilleryman is, on the average, of greater Pl
stature than the Linesmun. Ie receires §§
higher p .y, his proper duties are more com J
plicatec, and require greater intelligence. |
He is ill-armed for infantry work, and to ¥
expensive to be so employed. He feels him. 5
self at a disadvantage, and in an entirdy |G
false position. The better ho marches past,
the more time must have been abstracted §
from his proper training to enable him todo |8
so, As artillery science advances, thoen I8
gines with which he has vo deal become more §3
numerous and complicated. A year's courss
of study at Shoeburyness is not thought te }
much for officers who are to be thoroughly §
instructed in the practical work of their pro Ji
fession, though they have already undergone
a long training at a Military College, and 3
have passed sevoral years with their rei BB
ment at hewe or abroad, It is very impro EN8
bable that garrison gunners can acquire and S
retain the knowledge requisite for themif §
they are forced tolearn\battalion manceuvres
also. A little company drill may be ofuse
to enable them to march without confusion H
and appear in proper order on their reg
mental parade.ground, but all infantry man.
oouvres beyond that are worse than useless. {2
‘The real unit of Artillery is the battery, not J%
the battalion. If artillerymen are required B8
to show themselves by passing a roviewing B
officer, they could do so in close or open
column of batteries without the shghtest
reference to the battalion. The practicoof
marching past in slow time has, wo Lope,
yielded to the adverse pressure of all -
structed soldiers. France, Prussia, and Au-
stria have got rid of marching past altogeth- J
er, except on some special occasion, suchas {4
a grand review, when tu Imperial or Royal ¥
master desires to inspect his army and ob-
serve its condition. All the military powers
in Europe are setting themselves to train
their generals and develop activity and indi.
vidual intelligence among their subordinate
officers and men., Wesincerely hopo that the
British Constitutional Army will not beso
backward in following the general movement
as {0 bocome a laughing-stock to the foreign

officers who so frequently come among us.
~—Jondon Times. .




