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" But if we take into consideration the pos
llbxlity of war, the statesmen responsible
for defending our empire may learn the fur

8T lesson from this episods in our history,
8t one of the greatest sccurities for the m-
Pendence of these islands s in a very large
Ma well organized Militia, 1f that little na
tion of Englishmen imperfectly armed,could
®lermine to defend their shores against
& greatly superior foe, how much more
8hould we be able now to make them im.
. Pregnable? We have five times the popula-
00, two or three times the wealth per head

O that population, and the most perfect
;'eapons in the world, to dcfead the same

- 80gth of coastline. If we wultiplied our

llitis by ten, and paid them at ihe highest
Tate of Jabourers’ wages while in training,
"o should be doing n more than those few
Oeestors of ours, who laid the foundation
o all our wealth. I am not saying thatit is
Pecessary to increase our military forces
Mmedintely, but that we have lost the or-
8anization which enabled them to do so ; it
" not in the numbers that the defeat con-
8sts, but 1n the absence of the spirit of be-
€ prepared to hold our position in the
orld, What we want is, the will to sacrifice

¥ much of our present weslth as they did,

to, ensure our sccurity. Having got that

"ill, we should have lit.le ditiiculty in these
8Y8 in arming and training them, so that
Yery man would be capable of m.king the
08t of this weapon, and accustomed to
Owe king of discipiine.

) But there is a danger, in these d s of refin

‘ . . OTganization, thut we shall sacrifice real

‘cﬁ'c'fequ for the sake of official precision, by
N"‘tralizing the administratin and authority:
d:"' it hardly requires the record ot those

Y8 to conviuce us that the one great char-
‘th"eris"i.c of all the deeds ot Engiishmeu ig,

W Wie feeling of independent nuthority, and
45 Mthjy of responsibility ; it is an essential
of a free God fearing nation, and any
-8aniz,tion that does not take it into con-

% €ration fails 10 touch the heart of the na-
® '3 8pirit, But the story of the Armada

OWs, in 4 remarkable minner, bow, on the

. ie hand, e King of Spain, by concentra
i ?f all authority into one centre, stifled the

o“l:"llduulemerprise of their people, to their

8oy 088 ; and how, on the other haud, the
u

local organizition of all ranks through-
! the country in England produced suc
'eehl' Botwithstanding the supineness of the
wh ral Government, It is in this point
Sre I think the maxim of the old Chinese
: dg?e"‘l is applicable. For, in our navy, that
.lweg’“-ed responsibility and authoricy has
¥ Of necessity been more preserved
Vﬂeen o our army. The Commander of a
Or of a ship i3 necessarily, even in
g w.tf"’ n a more 1ndependent »p‘():-litlon and
‘ Co‘n A large sphere of responsibility than a
g Wander of any military force. 1 advo
gy, BPplication of the system to & great-
“f4gg ¢ 0t In our army than hus been the
Supg Or many years—a return, in some wmea
%"0 ‘the principles of organizstion of
Wiy * days which were more in nccordance
Woyjy %% national characteristics ; and 1
doy, ‘ske this responsiole authority low
3| “Idm the ranks of otlicers; not only
.My g the locil Commanders of our mili-
o Tvagp OT0es haye greater power and greater
© . 0f poo8ibility in ull things, but the Colonels
'housments and the Captains of companies
Lo Qlﬁ‘e e allowed a greater field for the ex-
" Segpy OF their capabiiities in providing for
“Sg. itg Up the efficiency of their, men. This
T ety Will be said, is very contrary to the
‘Pm' ®8 of administrative economy and
‘,h.‘ ’“men;a, P ieh h
0 taughy Y responsibility which® have
: _ 20t for many years. I canonly re-

%

ply, in the words of the noble seaman whose
fleet saved England from the Armada :—
“Nparing and war have no affinity together ;"
“I must and will obey, [ am glad there be
such there as are linble to judge what is fit
ter for us to do than we here; by my in-
structiona [ do think it otherwise, but | will
put themup in a bag’ | believe that, by

striving after this formsal percision in ap..

pearance—this concentrated responsibility--
you loze what is often thousand times more
value to the country— the stirring of the
conscience of the real workers—the hearty
feeling of a share in the power and responsi
bility of defending the empire.

The Britisn proprietor, when he is organ-
izing an establishment to carry out some
privato business of his own, seeks for men
Le can trust, and then put entire confidence
in them. But this is not the way in which
they proceed in denling with the business of
the country ; at least, ot late years the idea
has appeared to be, that the best security
for the performance of it is to give loeal
authorities as littie power as possible, and
1o supervise that power with such an ar-
rangement of checks as.to take away almost
all teeling of responsibnlity,

The one paramount lesson to be learnt by
our war stalesmen, from the story of the Ar-
wrsda, 18 the preservation of a race of efficient
seamen. Our present seafaring populatiou
is tar larger in proportion to the whole pop-
ulation, than it was in those days, but it is
u question whether there are on the whole
as large a porportion of efficient seamen
amonyg them. ‘lbhen, every man who was a
sailor at all, was of necessity a seaman, with
a general skillia all the branches of his pro
fession, which is more perfectly learnt with
small vessels and a hazirdous trade, and
also of necessity having a knowledge of
guns, and & reselute euterprising spirit.
Ilhie parsimony oi the Government prevent
ed the employment of the best of them in
the Royal'Navy,but there was alarge field to
draw upon, and as we have seen, on emer-
geucy it was very largely drawon apon. And
there was a more iutimate connection be-
tween all parts of the naval service of the
country, royal and private : from the nature
of the ships, little alteration was required to
turn a merchanter 1nto a royal man of war;
and indeed there was not very much differ-
ence in the operations of each; tbe prizes
taken by the royal ships gave a better re-
ward to the men engaged than any ordinary
trading. It was, in fact this fine prospect
of fortune that made the seamen of those
days; the harvest to be reaped even in the
regular chaunnels of commerce,was as tempt-
ing as blockade running, or any of our
most lucrative lines of sea trade, and the
prizes to be gained under a boid man of war
Captain, were like gold diggings to the la~
bourers of to day.

There are no such premiums to offer in
our day to enterprising seamen : the orderly
Goveri.ment of the world and the use of
steam are against these adventurous spirits,
just as regular armies and arms of precision
huve done away with knight errantry; but
there are stiil plenty of openings both on
land and sea for enterprise ior boldness and
for skill ; and there are still modes in which
the senfaring population may be encourged
in their profession, and brought into con-
nection with the higher duty of defending
their country. 'There are confeesedly im-
provements rejuired in the interior econ-
omy of our merchant vessels, and in the
condition of our sailors, and for the sake of
humanity and for our trade, it will. no
doubt, be the duty of the Government to
interfere in these matters with a strong

hand; [ would advocate a more extensive
interference, for the sake of the efficiency of
British seamen, so that they may be raised
to the highest status among the seamen of
the world. There is at present, no connec-
tion woith speaking of, between the merch-
ant service and the defence of our empire
and its trade, and perhaps no such connec-
tion can be made, that will be really equal
to the requirements of the times, without
trenching on the liberties and the profits of
the shipowners and seamen of the couutry.
This question of the supply of eflicient
seamen has been given a startling interest
this winter, by the representations of the
Liverpool shipowners to the Government, of
the deterioration of the British merchant
seamen And this conclusion has been ar-
vived at, not by alarmist officers, but by
patient and perfectly independent enquiry,
by the commercial men most concerned in
the matter. Aud as a curious corollary to
the arguments [ have been drawing from the .
etory of the Armada, they couple with that
announcement, an expression of the neces*
sity of a better connectioo between the mer-
cantile and the Royal Navy. Some think,
and there are naval men of high authority
who agree in this, that the deterioration
dates from the time of the abolition of the
Navigation Laws, and system of apprentice*
ship ; but whatever the cause, all men who
think seriously about the defence of their
country, will agree with the shipowners of
Liverpool, that it is a vital question for the
lexistence of Great Britain. Weappear to
have been working for some years past on
the idea, that the accamulation of privaie
wealth by comniercial enterprise, iz an in*
terest sufficient to govern the world; we seem
now to bediscovering,that owing to the many
other conflicting interests in the world, this
system fuils even to govern itself; and that
that country, which, like Great Brit1in, has
devoted its energies tothe realisation of the
idea, has put itselt very much at the mercy
of those, who, not enjoying the same profiss,
but anxious to do 80, have rival interests.
Because, while the devolion to commerce
has lasted, two elements of national vitality.
hive been allowed to get into a dangerous
condition. The food supplies of the people
have become dependent on foreign count:
ties, and the war spirit which would secure
them, has tallen into decay. Spain would
have had no occasion, now,to prepare a great
Armada to invade Eagland, in order to crip*
ple that country ; she would divert tha at’
tention of the British fleet by threats upon
our colonial empire, while her cruisers inter-
cepted the merchant fleets coming from
America and Germany, laden with the food
without which we can no longer exist. There
seems, theretore, Lo be some necessity for a
reconsideration of our position.

The serious question i3, whether under
the circumstances of tne world in which we
tind ourselves, just now, it is not indspens-
able for Great Britain 0 sacrilice some of
the enormouus wealth she is' anaually ac
cumulating, to effect such a connection be*
tween the labouring population and the
land delences, and between the seafaring
population and the sea defences, and shall
not only raise the numbers requisite, but
shall rouse the spirit of the people ; as those
of our patriotic forefathers were roused,
when they determined to sacrifice all they
had, ruther than let the country fall under
a loreign yoke,

Great Britain is now gomewhat in the posi
tion that Spain held in the days ol Queen
Elizabeth ; the great maritime and colonial
power of the world. The Goverment of Kng*
land in those days, failed to appreciate the




