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April 21, 18g8

NOTES AND COMMENTS.
We venture to call attention to the first of 2 series of
papers by one of our oldest and most respeeted
Reminiscences of ninisters, giving his reminizcences of
AScottlah Partak.  ureh life and work in a Seottish
County arish from fifty to <eventy five yoars age,
They will revive the ey metories of the patriarchs
among gs and ought to awaken ne little interest on the
part of those who are younger by comparing with the
experiences of the present. We have several more of
the papers already in hand and we can assure our
readers that they only grow in interest ag they proceed.

The committee of Ladies wha so heartly are arranging
to send nurses to the Klondike, in comnection with the
Nurses for the Preshyterian Chureh, are maturing
Kieadtke. their plans with commendable energy
and despateh. They have just issued a statement of
their ease. reciting the various steps which have heen
taken and what measures are contemplated.  We
commiend the statement to the miniaters of the church
as worthy of their very best consideration. A collect-
ion is suggested either this or next month, and as no
other stated colleetions fall due then this suggestion,
we should think, onght to he very generally acted
upon.  The Preshyterian ladies have entered upon this
work in u public-spirited manner and in the faith that
the church will stand by them.  They will have no
canse for regret or disappointinent.  The work of the
Klondike nur-es will he in concurrence with that of
the missionaries there and the church way rest assured
that the biest will he made of every doilar subseribed,
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On this score there i no question; nor is there as to
the expedieney of the project 3 therefore there ought to
he no doubt as to the generous response that will e
made.

The daily papers announee that the caneus of members
helonging to the Liberal party has advised the Govern-
The went to present the Plehiseite on the
Plebisotite. Prohibition  question withont any
rider as to the mode of raising the revenue ol SSO00L000
that would be lost by the passage of sueh an aet. This
will be good news for the friends of Prohibition and it
is to be hoped that the Government will allow itself to
be guided by thisadvice. notwith<tanding any pressure
that may be brought to hear on it by the Ligquar party.
The Temperance people never asked for the Plebiscite,
but if it is fairly presented to the country they will
endeavor totake advantage of the opportunity to elicit
the full strength of the vote in favor of Probibition,
relying on the good fuith of the Government to follow
& majority in its faivor with corresponding legislation.
The agitation may now go forward with reasonable
hope of succeas and it ought to he pushed vigorously
without delay.

The effort made last Sabbath by Chalers’ chureh,
Toronto, to reduce the chureh delt i< worthy of all
Reductien of praise.  Only the other day we urged
Churck Debt. that the present time, on aceotnt of
the short finaneial year, wius opportune for <puecial
efforts being made to place congrogations hnrdened
with debt on an easier fouting by liheral contributiona,
In making farge colleetions Chalmers” ehoveh has been
able to set an excellent example to others similarly
situated which it were well if generally fellowed. Tt
ought to he the ambition of every congregation to he
free of debt altogether, nat only to be able to meet
current obligations, bat to wipe out the mortgages
ags well.  No congregation should rest at peace under
aJuad of debt, no matter how lightly it may bear for
the time being, thetrue poliey bheing to he unhampered
and ree from the cares and worries which such delbts
are sure to entail. The question of congregational
debt i3 a large one deserving of the attention of
Preshyteries and Superior Churel Courts, for could a
svatem be devised whereby a gradual diseharge of these
debts was made feasible, an obstacle of mgenitude
would hie removed from the path of progress,

The Rev. Dr. J. A, Worden, Superintendent of 8, 8
work in the Northern Preshyterian Chureh of the
The Tweatieth United States, has projeeted a move

Contury Mevemesnt. 1ozt fur inereasing the attendanee of
scholars in the Sunday Schouls of that Chureh by 50
per cent hefore the beginning of the new century. He
helieves that by alittle svstematie eifort it can he donpe,
and the scheme has been endorsed by not o few
Preshyteries already.  The margin of poasible inerese
on this side the fine is probably not <o great as on the
other side owing to the fuet that our population has
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