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Tho committeo reportod tho following
rocommendations :

1. That innamuchas noom}mmtivoly small
proportion of the congregations throughout
the bounds bave adopted tho Assumbly's
plan of temporance work, the atteution of
scssions bo again called to the aubjoct.

2, That this S{nod oxpressos its gratifica-
tion at tho continucd progress of *ho tem.
porance causs, and capecially at tho general
and emphatlc expression of public opinion
manifested in the plebiscito so revently taken
in tho Provineo of Qatarlo.

3. That our poople bo advised to look out
for mon, as incmbars of Parliament, who will
pat the principle of prolubition above party,
and accordingly will voto against their
political party, if necessary, in order to
accuro tho triumph of the aforesaid principle.

4. That this Syood, haviag learned with
satisfaction that an overwhelmingly large

roportion of sossions are in favor of a pro-
nib tory law, carnostly looks to the Govern-
ment having jurisdicticn in tho matter te
ombody tho wishes of our plo in such a
law, at an carly date, and would further
assuro such a Govornment of our hoarty
moral support in its enforcoment.

5. That while we rejoico at tho constantly
growing temperance scntimont among our
congrogations, wo would as constantly re-
mind them of tho importance of keoping the
Gospel in tho foreground as the great romedy
for all moral ovils.

The adoption of tho committeo’s roport
Was movmr by Rev. Mr. Mullan, of Fergus,
soconded by Rov. Mr. Johnson, of Durham,
Briof addresses on tho reports wero given by
sovoral of tho clergymen, but tho diszuxsion
on tho recominendations contained in the ro-

ris waslald over till Thuradtx when Rov.
{r. Mutch will also bring up the following
resolution, soconded by Rev. D. J. Macdon-
nell: *That the Genersl Assembly discon.
tioue tho Committeos on Tomperauce, Sab-
bath Qbservance, and Systematic Beno-
ficcnco, and that the work herotofore as.
signed to these committecs bo given to the
Cominittee on tho State of Religion **

On Thursday business was taken up
promptly. This clause in the temporance
committec'sreport evokod Jiscussion as follows:
—* That our pooplo bo advised to lock out
for men, as momtses of Parliament, who will
put the ynnciple of prohibition above party,
and accordingiy will vote against ther polic-
cal party if necessary in order to socuro the
triumph of tho aforosaid principle.”

Rov. D. J. Macdonnell objocted. Hewould
not ssy, he began, that these were not tho
timas when queations of overwhelming magai-
tudo might ariso; but, ho asked, was this
inattor o? Rrohibilion such a %}mtion t (Crios
of “Yes1” aund ' No!") There were, in-
deod, just now before the public two great
quoeations : that of education, which was vital
to tho tature of the Dominion, and that of tho
tariff, upon tho right solation of which might
depend whether we woro to have a country or
uot. Prohibition, ho maintained, could not
comparc for a moment with cither of these
qaestions in importanoo. Besides, tho recom-
mendation of the committee, oven if adopted,
would prove a dead letter. Wero the poopls
of this oount:dy to bs told that the questions
of tho right education of their childron and of
the maintsnanco of British connection, which,
ho had boen told, was threatencd, wero to bo
subordinated to certain views on tho temper-
anco questiont Was all the future of the
conutry to bo jeopardized becauso somo men
held that the liquor treffic should bo rooted
o0a?, and because they would look at no other
quoation but this onet

Rev. Dr. Mullan, of Fergus, who followed,
ia an advanced tem ce advocste, and
spoke asono.  Ho aaid that tho quoation of
prohibition was more important than the
taniff question of the question of oducation.
When a country was cursed with a traffio liko
this, what was theuss of it ! or what was the
use of considering British connoction as wore
fmportant than the suppression of such an

ovil !

Rov. Mr Duncas, of Tottenham, although
a temperance man, pointsd ont that it wounld
not do to be too extrewe, and he moved in
amendment 20 the motion. ** Thatour poople
bo advised 20 use all legitimats moans to
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scoure the triumph of thn principles of pro.
hibition.”

Rov. Mr. McLeod, of Pricoville, s:Pportcd
tho argumonts adduced by Mr. Macdonnell,
nm::‘lmko with disapproval of tho attempt to
introduce politics {nto tho church. Alinisters
were ordained to preach the Gospel, not to
dabble in political affairs.

Rev. I'rof. Gregg spoko of tho ovils of tho
party system.  After a long cousiueration of
this way of doing business, ho had been forcod
to the conclusicn that it was condacted on tho
principles which tho Jesuits wero gouerally
givon crodit for pursuing. Men, ho know,
ofton vod for party in opposition to thoir
principles and their reason. So long as tho
systein of party existed it would bo impossiblo
to havo quostions dealt with on their merits.

Mr. R. 8. Gourlay hold that somo basis
should ho agreed upon, on which they could
all of them stand, He exprossod his disin-
clination to voto for a tomperance candidato
who did not oven acknowledgo tho cxistonco
of God.

An amondmeont to tho amondment wss in.
troduced by Dr. Smith to the oifect that the
Presbyterian poople be urged, no matter to
what party they belonged, to support pro.
hibition candidates.

Rov. John Neil said that they ought not to
plodge themselves to voto for a man who
might tako the prohibition stand, but whose
lifo and character in other respects wore not
such as to desorve confidence.

3r. Macdonnell, in speaking to Mr. Dun-
can’s amendment to tho wmotion, said that’e
would voto for itas asmendment to the com-
mitteo’s roport, but 1f 1t camo to boa question
a3 to whothor 1t was the dohberate judgment
of tho Synod then he intended to vote against
it. “I cannot vote,"” continued Mr., Mac-
donnell, **for a resolution urging membera o
the church to work for prohibition, because I
quoation vexr wnuch whother the passingof a
prohibitory law will promoto temperance so
cfficiontly as a plan which would have the
cssential foature of the Gothenburg system.
I should hike a law which would give to the
mass of roasonabloand tempersto men freodom
to decide for themselves what they will drink,
aud at tho same time have tho salo csiried on
undor such conditions as will tako away tho
tewpration on tho part of the scller that ariscs
fmm%mod of gain, Tho Synod is going, in
my judgmont, beyond its sphere in committing
itself to specific legislation. 1 did not voto
for prohibition at tho plebiscite. I did’t vote
against it. I wasso thoroughly puzzled as to
what myt'ﬂuty wasthat Isimply refrained from
doing either.”

Dr. Smith's amenduwent to tho amendmont
was then put, and lost by a voto of $6 to 54.

Alr. Duncan’samondinent was carried by 77
to 4, and it Lecamo tho substantive motion.
1t was then put as such, and carrivd by a voto
of 80¢tr 1, nrho report as 3 wholo was then
adopted.

PRISONERS’ AlD.

Rov. Dr. Parsons read tho memorial fromn
the Prisoncrs’ Aid Association, which the
conymittee which had it in hand reportod (or
the approval of the Syned.

Rev. Mr. Macdonnoell objooted to the report
of the committee, and to endorsing tho
memorial. Ho moved as an amondment tho
following :—** That the Synod recognizes tho
groat importanco of tho matters submittod in
tho memurial of the Prisoners’ Aid Association,
snd commends tho whole subject to the care-
fal consideration and wisa action of wembors
of tho church ; but it docs not dindﬁ: it ex-
podient to prononnce upon the details of the
proposel legislation, as these are rather 1nat.
tors to be dealt with by experis.”

Tho amendment was lost, and tho report
wes carried.

STANDING CONMITTRES.

The committes appointed to sirike the
standing committeos presented ths following
report, which was adopted :—

Stato of Religion—Rov. John MHay, con-
vener ; Rove. A. Gilray, H. Graoey, D. M.
gu:]ny. Measrs. Charles Davidson, Alexander

teele,

Sabbath Schools—Rev. Jamess Ras, ocon*
venor; Rov. J. A, McKoon, Robert Shapuing,

D. J. Ross, Mossrs. J. B, Clarke, Jamea
Turnbull,

Tomnporanco—~William Frizzoll, convenor ;
Rovs, Jamos Cavswoll, J. R. Gilchrist, Robert
Johtson, T. A. Turnbull, Meassrs. A. 8. Allon,
Joseph Gibson, R. G. Strathers.

Sabbath Observance—Rov. R. J. Beattie,
convenor ; Rev. D. R. MoeDonald, C. S. Lord,
J. L. Simpson, A. McAulay, Messra, Jawos
MecMullen, M,P., James Wilson,

Systematic Boneficouce—Rov. R. D. Fraser,
convener ; Ravs, W. A. J, and J. L. Goorge,
J. R. 8. Burnett, Messrs. J. MoL. Stovenson,
georgo Turnbull, D. Orminston, James

rown.

Committeo on Aged and Infirm Ministors
Endowment Fund—Revs. W, T. Wilkins. J.
R. Gilchriat, A. Leslio, R. Johnson, Dr,
Parsons, J. M. Duucan, J, A. McLaren, J. F.
MoLaven, G. Munro, W. Farqubarson, Dr.
Torrence, . A. Duncan, Messrs. W. G.
Oraig, Richard Hall, Wm. Ratcliffo, G. F.
Bruce, J. A. Paterson, J. A. Mathor, Joha
Harkness, A. G. Allan, H. 8. McKolrick, S.
Hodgkiss, Alex. Panl. .

Synodiesl Conferenco—R. S, Gdurlay, con-
voner ; Reva. Dr, Parsons, J. McP. Scott,
Donald McKenzio, Hay, Rae, Frizzell, R. J.
Beattie, Messrs. R. D. Fraser, John A.
Paterson.

At tho afternoon session, after the cus-
tomary dovotional excrcises, the roport of the
Committeo on Sabbath Schools was presented
by Rev. J. W. Rao. It showod an incroase in
the work throughout the boundsof the Syno?
and was adopted as read.

The roport of tha committoo appointed to
confer with Mr. John Douglas regarding his
potition agamnst the judgment of tho session
of tho Parkdale church, was then taken up.
In this church thoro had been a dispute be-
tween the board of managers and tho session.
Tho session took upon itself to deal with the
matter in disputo, aud Mr. Douglas apgozled
to tho Toronto Prosbytery. The Presbytery
sustained tho action of tho session, :unfy Mr.
Douglas appoalad to tho Synod. The com-
nittee of tho Synod appointed to consider tho
mattor roported that, as Mr, Douglas had laid
no specific charge, his petition conld not bo
entertained.

A commuuication was read from Mr, F. S.
Spence, secrotary of the Dominion Allisnce,
requesting the Synod to appoint four dele-

tes to attend tho annual conference of the

1liance at Montroal.

THE SYNOD AND THE ALLIANCE.

Rev. D. J. Macdonnell objectod to comply-
ing with tho request of tho Alliance. l¥o
thought it would bo unwiss for the Synod to
take a sabordivate Ipart in the procoodings of
& body made up of strange and erratic per-
sons, and which was not by any meansa ro-
ligious body.

Rov. Dr. Parsons was in ascord with the
views axpressed by Mr. Macdonnell, Ho held
that the church should not placo itsalt in
affiliation with tho Egyptians. Ho said that
ho had received A number of comnunications
from the Dominion Alliance,and among them
was ono asking that his congregation should
contributo to tho expenses of the plobixito
vote. Ho thought the Allianco was an organ-
ization of political, rather than religious, sig-
nificance, and therefaro the Synod ought not
to identify itself with it

Several of tho other members of Synod
spoke to much tho sams effect.

It was finslly resolved, ** That the clotk be
instructed to acknowledge tho rocvipt of the
comrmuuication from the Dominion Allisnce 3
to forward a copy of tho recommondation on
temporance adopted by this Symod, andin-
form the Alliance- that our Church is not
aocnstomod to send delogates to any deliber-
ative body outside of its own oourt.’

Votos of thanks were then passed to Rev.
Dr. Torranco for tho etficient work he had
rendored as clark, in place of Rov. Dr. Gray;
to the oongregation of Westminster dmn‘i,
and to tho press.,

The Synod then adjourned.




