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Lixe many others in the winist.y of our Chln:clg, Mr. Bao came tous
from thoe ranks of the teachitg profession, receiving his preparation
therofor in the High Schools of Bowmanville and Port Hope aud in
tho Norrual Sch«mﬁ Toronte, and later in the Collegiato Institute, St.
Catharines. When ho ceased to teach ho was first assistant master in
tho Public School, St. Catharines, whore, during his po!lcgo course, ho
had oharge of the Haynes Avenue Presbyterian Mission chureh for
ahout three years. Ho graduated from Kunox Cpllrgo in 1887, am'] was
called almost sinultancously in Dutton and Wallacetown, in Paisloy,
in Caledonia and in Acton, his present field, where he was ordained
and inducted on the 231d of August, 1887. Mt". Rao .lms takqn a
prominent part in the Sahbath School work of this Province and jsat
presont ono of Proviucial Normal Instrnctors of tho Sabbath Schonl
Association of Ontario for the conducting of Sibbath School Insti
tutes for the training of teachers. In his own Church he is Convener
of the Sabbath School Comumitteo of the Synod of Toronto aud
Kir gston. . , .

Texr, 1. Timothy, vi., 2.—** O man of God.” God's man is four
times presonted to us in the revelation of truth. The perspeetive is
changed each time he is seor Lutthe man istho sume,  May thospirit
of the Lord giva us oyes tosee, that, as we look * with open face,” wo
may bs ¢‘changed into tho sameo image,”

man! Asa man Ho wasborn. As a wan Ie grow from childhoad to
youth, and from youth to manhood. Asa man Ho wept. Asa nan Ho
rayd, As a man Hosuffered privation, want and woe,  As a man Ho
sio( . and as man shall rise, 80 Ho rose again triumphant from tho
doad. This second Ada, in whosae countenanco weseo God and live,
kopt with the Spirit and the lettor of the law, and though temptod,
was yot separato from sin, Upon his brow was the wieath of self-sacri-
fico, aud in His eotive and passive obedience to God's will, He
suilered in bohalf of fallen man that Ho nught bring him to God.  In
His inyaterious union of (God and man, it hecame possible for Him to
make such an atonement for sin, that God could bie jnstand, at the
same timo, pardon tho sinner. Oh, what a beauntiful character; the
fairest auong the ten thousaudis Ie. Aund passingon Hohas left us
aun oxamplo that we should walk in His steps. Lvery humblo fol
lowor of Jesus Christ presonts a fuwrth rvicw of God's man,
as through faith and the operation of the Ioly Spirit ho grows
daily in grace and in tho knowledge of Gol.  Commoucing
fromt tho secoud birth, ho desires to do tho will of God in all
things, and t.hough marred by dofeats, the likeness of Christ is al-
ready formed within, Ho is very difloront from thoman of the world.
Ho belioves that all Scriptuve is given by inspiration of God and is
profitablo for doctrine, for roproof, for correctivn, for instruction in
righteousness, that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly
furnished unto all good works.” The motives that govorn his actions
are good, as tested by tho infallible word itsell.  Hu does not, whon
ho stands bofore a question involviug 8 moral issue, ray 8s tho world-
ling, **Isit profitabloi” or, *‘Is it popular?” or even, ‘Isit ngeful 1" Bui
he brings it at onco to tho touch-stone of truth and inquires if it bo
right. Each of tha othor tests here named coulil he answered aflivm-
atively if applied to cither slavery or the traflic in strong drink.  The
Sticet Railway Company know that to ruu their cars on the Lord'sday
would bo profitable, they hopo it will bo popular, and they emphasize
certain uscful onds that they say will beserved, but God’s man st
seek to know what is Lis Maket's will and

that others may see in us that which shall
commend us to them as men of God.

Our first vicw of God’s man is given tousin
Eden, ag Adam, directly from the hand of
God, is presented hofore us. The distauce at
which we are compelled to stand is so great
that wo fail to comprehend the bsauty that
is in the picture. Wo speak of *‘ open counten-
ances” and *“ transparent souls,” as character-
istics of the fiicnds that we Jove, but all these
are, at best, veiled,because of sin. But not so
was Adam, as crowned with innocence, he re-
flected back agnin, undimmed, to God the
light of his Maker's countevance. The lincs
of dclineation ars fow, yet the man s
clearly seen. **Created in tho image of God,"
three essontial features are plainly marked,
viz,, knowledye, intuitive of God and duty.
righteousness or perfect conformity to the
moral law of God. and *‘holiness as an in-
ward cstate of the soul,” while in his hand e
holds the sccrtre of * dommion over the crea-
tures.” With a material body, formed of tho
dust of thoe earth, and a spotless soul, in per-
fect correspondence with God, he stands beforo
us. Do you seo him 1 Are you satisfied with
the picture, or do you ask for something more §
If so, look with meat the second view given to
us of God's man, as he is outlined for us in
the ton commandments. Here the delincation

bo sure that he votes in gccordance thero-
with.  God’s man never divides his re.
sponsibility with another. Mo canuot
say, ‘‘Let tho other citizons determine
this question, it does not much concern me,”
for into his hand God has put the ballet, and
his fesponsibility to use it in the causo of
righteousness is as clear as though the 1esult
of the poll were to be dotermined by it alone.
Again, ho cannot divide the responsilulity
with God, saying *¢ Let providenco dotermine
the issue,” for God's man must geek to do
bis Father's will.  Oh, men of God, ye dare
not stand idly by with the ballots in your
hauds, when the tranchise is called upon to
docide a moral issue, or, indeed, any question
on which tho welfare of your fellow.subjicts
way depend,  God’s man knows that he must
dio and that after death will be the judgment,
gon]co ho lives and acts asin the sight of his
od.

These four views, if wo punder them, mnay
furnish us with a standard by which we can
measure our character, by which we may ex-
amine our lives, bringing to every thought,
to every act an unfailing touchstone \\'ﬁo.\o
test will stand. Lot us, brethren, thon bLe
ready in applying the test, careful in mnin-
taining an unbroken record in accordance with

is more completo. Standing Lehind the com- -
mandments and plainly sketched by the REV. J,
divine hand, is tho image of the man that God ealls his own. Note
his features |  He iy monotheistic, and standing reverently bofore his
God, ko requires no idols or images to aid him jn his worship. o
always pronounces the name of God with reverence, and so livesag not
to dishonour his *.aker. Six days he labours iy each week, for God’s
man must be industrions and thrifty, but the seventh is the Sabbath
of the Lard and is by him kept holy. One day in seven he gladly
gives to God and rejoices in its rest and worship. His parents repro-
sent God in tho home, and to them ho gives honour and obedience.
The life of his neighbour is safo beside him, his home, slso, is securo,
for God's man wears the white ribbon.  Ho carns his bread and desires
it not without price, His tongue is untipped with slander, and covet-
ousness finds no place in his soul, Is not the picturoclear a.d beauti-
ful! May no haud inar the outline! Look, there stands an
artist before i_t; his brush is in his hand; he is about to
touch the picture. In my eagerness I step forward and say
““Surely you will not mar the plotograph that I think so beauti-
ful " Ho answers, ** Think not that I am come to destroy the law o
the prophots : I amn not come to destroy, but to falfill.” * ¢ * *
*“Whosooever, therefore, shall break one of these commaudments aud
shall teach men so, he shall be called least in the Kingrlom of Heaven,
but whosoover shall do aud teach themn, the same shall bo called great
in the Kingdom of Heaven.” The divine hand then moves the by ush,
and God's man, retouched, becomes more plainly scen, Tho marble-like
figure begins to bo suffused with the glow of positive quality, the cye
is made moro gentlo and lovely, and the possibility of anger ceascs.
The white ribbon changes its placoand is made to flutter at the heart,
and the whole man, unchanged in a single ontline, becomes woro
beautiful in the rosy tint of love than ever before. Do you ask is it
asible thus to live, or have the laws of God ever been so kopt?* Our
jod has anticipated this unsatisfied longing of your soul, and has
thereforo given a third view of His man in the person snd charactor
of Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God. Jesus Christ wasa

it, and confident that, by God’s grace help-
ing us, wo shall not fall short of its require-

W. RAE, ments.

Evii’s whisper of loncliness was Chliist's temptation ; it made
also His trinmph. It was tho dark and lustreless background
which formed tho fitting setting of His trinmph.  We, too, have
felt tho fear of trial a~ thongh God was not. It is tho com-
mon crosh and tomptation.  We, too, must only the more carnestly
reach after God, until wo draw IHim neater, awd until o more futly
fills our life ; and so chango our fearful cry : “My God, my God, why
hast Thou forsakon me?” into ** Father, into Thy hands I commend
my spirit.” =S, D. Tromas,

Tne Greek Liturgy says: ¢ We besecch Thee, by all the sufferings
of Christ, known and unkown."” The more we know of Christ’s suffer-
ings, the more wo seo that they cannot be known. Ah ! who can tell
the full meaning of tho broken bread and poured-out wine? Those
were words of sweet submission and love which Job spake, when God
took away from Him property and children: ¢ Naked came I out of
my mother's womb, and naked shall I return thither; the Lord gave
and the Lord hath taken away; blessed bo the name of the Lord."
Those wore words of sweet submissive love which old Kli spake, when
God told Him that his sons should dio: ** It is the Lord, let Him do
what scemeth Him good.” Thesamo sweet temper was in the bosomn
of the Shunammite who lost her child, when the prophet asked ; * Is
it woll with thee ; is it well with thy husband ; is it well with the
child? And she answered, It is well.” But, ah ! here is greater
love, greater, sweeter submission than that of Job or Eli or the Shun-
ammite, greator than ever was breathed in this cold world before.
Here isa Being hanging between carth and heaven, forsaken by his
God, without a smile, withont a drop of comfort, the agonies of hell

oinf over Him ; and yet Ho loves the God that has forsaken Him.
%lo oos not cry out, *‘ Cruel Father!” lmt, with all the vehomence of
affcction, cries out, My God, my God !"—R, M. McCurvxe.



