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spocial bonefit. Ho iuoîîtioîîed last year Oint a syndicateo f
Gorman manufacturera liîd boumlît up tlîo whole production
of ovor tlîree year8 oi blenclîing powdor mnade by au olectrical
process iîu this country, at a fixed prico, and wau offerimîg it iii
the hoine market very inuclî belo% what thoy lid given for
it, for the express purpose, as thoy phrascd it, of Il keeping
us iu order ;" in othor words, to induco timat comipany by a
systoin of reprisais to keop thair goods out of the continental
xýiarkets. It rnighit have beau thoughit that the li".vy duties
on British goeds would have beau ample protection to the
continental manufacturer.

The transaction of thme Gormnan syndicate, which bad ,;till
eigliteen moudia to run, lind reduccd tho 8elling prica of
bleaching powdor by 20s to 30s (84.86 to $7.29) per toit, and
had in'fact, coagt the Alkali Company a 8um suflicient te pay
ordinary sîmreholders a moderato dividond ou thoir holding.
The falling off iii their trado had been attributed in aonie
quarters Lo working witih o'osolete plant and net kceping puce
wit m odern improvements, wyhile the techuical training of
the ads and ofiials of the English cheinical industry wvas
defectivo as compared with those of other counitries. Those
were nlot the causes eperating adversely, nt least sîo far as
that cowlpany was cencormîed. Tho trua causes wvere those ha
bad st.atcd. Witlî rensonable duties and fuir play, they
could hold their own, and hold iL woU. Ha madle bold te say
thiat their costs of production would compare favorably with
thosa o! othier manufacturers-Englih, continîenital or AInr-
can-but costs could flot possibly ba reduced 8ufliciently tu>
makie up for a duty of £1 1 13s. 4d. par ton on an article which
sold at about £30 per ton; yet, thiat was what tic Aiuericaii
tariff required heni tu do. Hence the only wuy te retain
the trado was to have au interest ini nanufactxn-ing ln the
protected country. That they had doue. A company liad
been forintd and located ut Bay City, in the Staw o f Micii
gan, cafled the North American Cheinical Company, in which
they have a controlling interest. Those works, pniuiunily
establislied for the manufacture of chlorate of potasfi by
electrolvs,, began operations about November ; and thougli
not yet working at full capacity, turned out an excellent
article ut a cost qui,,e within expectations, and proinised te
prove a very satisfactory investinent. Having started se
late, they did nlot contribute te the profit aide of the presant
balance sheut. * * * They were ad%. ised that day by
cabia that tie whoe plant at the Bay City works was Iîow

running.

BOOTS AND SHOES IN DENMPÂRK.
Vices-Consul Blow wnites frein Copanhagen -
IlI consider tie present moment most opportune for thie

introduction inte Denmark of Ainerican bouta and blhoes, as
the tendency te use ready madle allous le increasing rapidly,
silice the difference in prica wvitli those madle te order is be.
ceming niarked.

IlThe import of forcigri-made shoes increases steadily, as
will bu seen frein tie following figures:

1'ouilds.
1889................................... 194,502
1891................................... 208,663
1893 ................................ .311,866
1895................................... 364,445
1897............... .......... ......... 379,452

"Austria, Italy, Gertuany, îînd, to a amall extent, Great
Britain, comitrol this market; but thora is no reason why other
manufacturera bliculd flot secure a large sharo o! Luis trade.
Pointed and narrew she wvill net seli bore, the Danisli foot
iii large. Styles made for the German maurkets would fiud
faver bore.

Suveral of the Dara,ll ý1hue mantufaturtcrs have icaliurtead
American muchinery, but tho Danisb dmîty on 81lîe.9 being
Verý light (it varies according te thie qua1it 3 ), uthcr manu-
facturera ceuld ne doubt cempete lu price.

IlDennmurk huas ai population of about 2,350,000 fulmabi-
tamîts. The D,.tiieh Blioe mamnufacturera produce about 4,000
pairs of chioc!, daily. Tho imports o! foreigu tihocs are about
forty par ceât. of the wholo commuption.

Iis-tdiiicturerc should address ;The WVesal It Vett, 13
Kongeus Mlytorv; Skiandinavisk Skotojmîîagin, 35 Ostur-
gilde; E. Qottinger, 44 Ontergade-alI o! Copenliagemi.

INIr. John Lutid, 4 Lrxegade, Copwenhagen, is willing te
accept agencies.

IThe commxercial ugoncy of R. V. F ournai.4 &t Co., Copan.
hiagen, wvill, for a suiuît fee, rateauny firinin Dcimnairk."

OBSTACLES TO THE BICYCLE TRADE IN FRANCE.
Consul Jackson, of La Rochelle, writes-:
"If Amarican wheels were sold ut prices upproximating

those for whicli tlîev sel>lu in te 'United Stutes, Umey would be
purchased iii this part o! France iu large numunbars. It seoine
te me a sorieus uxistake on tha part of our cycle inakers te
give the sole agency of tlîeir wares for al] of France te amî
oee huse. The result o! tlîis le thmat tie prices are main-
taiued ut a very higli figure. Machines wvhicm have always
been known iu Ainerica as Il1owv priced " sel for about tie
samae prica as tlîa most expansive ut home. Frein figures
recently 8hîown nie, eue can buy certain whîeels in New York
ut retail, pay tic duty and transport, and then have tiiera
cheaper than tha local dealer cun purchase thaîn' frein thme
agent ut Paris. Coîxsecjuently thera ii; practically ne cemupe-
tition in tîa mîarket betweemî Ainrican and Frenchi clmeap
whîeels, und fower Anierican wlîeels are sold. The cunditions
whiclî obtain liera as te adverti8ing, travel by ruilway, ex-
hîibition of goods, etc., are se differemît fromn those lu the
United Sttes thiat t la a immenge umîdertaking, if wo de-

mnand highi prices, te successfully introduce 0o10 particular
' marque' te 39,000,000 people.

PACKING FOR VENEZUELA.
Cousular Agent De Sola writes frein Caracas:
"«I cannot tee strengly urge manufacturera te effect a radi-

cal change in thîcir systein o! packinig. Tha cases and erates
are lu îuany instances îlot 4trong, but are very hîeavy, ewing,
to the thicknes o! woed employed. Thils je prejudicial, net
only on acceunit o! the breakage, but becauso time customns duty
in tlîis ceuntry is collected on the gross weigh .

HARDWARE IN LOURENCO MARQUEZ.
Consul Hohllis, o! Lourerîco Mar-quez, % rites.-
"'Until recently, the diveling lieuses in thie' tovnlhave been

constructed upon the most primitive plans. Thoy are, for
the innat part, merely boxs o! galvanized cerrugated iron,
wvith muner walls, cailings,, and partitions ef hulf-inch muatched
spruce bourda. Tlîey contain ne kitchens, bathrooms, hiot or
celd water pipes, 8toves, or chîimueys. The kitchiens are
generally galvanized iren eliauties in tha rear o! Lime main
buildings. .s this place is getting mfore civilized, a demand
is ariaing for a baLLer class o! lieuses. I receutly liad a talk
with the leuding builder and contracter liera, Mr. William
Bluckwood. He teld mec that lie wishied te obtain full par-
ticulars relating to tho following articles, whîiclî, I assured
hîîm, could bo purchuscd ut batter advantage in the United
States thian unywhoe eIse: Lead, steel and brass piping;
water-closets, inosuic tiles, kitcleu plumbing eutfits, hilot
water boliers and connectionîs, sinks, atoves fer buruing se! t
coul anîd with hmot water connections, 200 te 300 gallon iron
water tanks, outside galvanized iron gutteriing and piping;
builderh' fine hardware, sucb a8 lucks4, knubs4, hinges, boit,
nuils, screws, and apecial kcola."

AIl tliesýe lines o! guods ran bo purcliaccd in Canada un
as good terime as in the United States,

May 5, 1899.


