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IF IT BE true, as claimed by some, that the recur-
rence of similar events is in cycles, this must be the
cycle year for notable fire insurance amalgamations
and retiremients. After the union of two or three
small companies on the other side of the water, and
the retirement of two old though not large American
companies, there follows the ratirement of the two-
million dollar company of California—the Anglo-
Nevada—and the re-insurance of its business by the
Caledonian and the London and Lancashire ; speed-
ily to be succeeded by the absorption of the Cana-
dian business of the Glasgow and London by the
Citizens ; and now everybody is set to talking over the
unlooked for and unexplained union of the Royal and
the Queen, all of which occurrences will be found
chronicled in detail e'sewhere in our present issue.
There are underground rumors of still other and inter-
esting happenings in the insurance field, which may
or may not take definite form before the world is mu<h
older.

A SOMEWHAT INTERESTING deal has recently been
made between the North British and Mercantile insur-
ance company and the provisional committee of an
association of individuals in the civil service, who,
under the name of the * Civil Service Insurance So-
ciety,” propose to secure insurance and annuities for its
members at the lowest possible rate. It is said that
terms were solicited and received from nearly a hundred
British life offices, the result being the acceptance of
the tender made by ths North British and Mercantile.

The terms agreed on involve some very marked conces-
sions, begianing with a discount of 15 per cent., first
premiums and renewals, on all policies of whatever
kind, one per cent. on all immediate annuities, and 5
per cent. on annnal payments, the privilege of quarterly
payments at annual rates, and a share in the profits to
members on just the same scale as apportioned to the
general membership. No examination is to be required
of those who have passed the medical examination upon
entering the civil service.  On the partof the men, this
is evidently a capital arrangement, but on the com-
pany’s part a very questionable one, *  say the least.
The general class of policy-holders will be apt to inquire
under what rule of equity such exceptional terms of
favor can be made to a special class. ‘The answer
would seem to be a difficult one to make,

A SuIT 1S vending in the Circuit Court, at Kansas
City, Mo., involving a new question as to liability
accident insurance. One Dozier, an architect, took ont
an accident policy in the Fidelity and Casualty com-
pany of New Vork, in April last, for $10,000, 1 1d in
June 23rd last died siddenly from sunstroke. The
company resists payment,on the giound that death from
sunstroke is not death by accident within the meaning
of the policy conditions expressing liability for death
by *“ external, violent ard accidental means,” and all
that sort of thing. The courts have held repeatedly
that death from drowning, suffocation by gas, and
even from accidental poisoning is accidental within
the intent of the contract. A decision covering a case
from the latter cause, by the Illinois Supreme Court, will
be found elsewhere in our present issue. Sunstroke seems
as clearly a cause of accidental death as a lightning
stroke, and certainly quite as clearly so as drowning or
poisoning, and of the nature of the ultimate decision in
this case we have no question whatever. The sooner
certain companies stop quibbling over cases where tech-
nical language is invoked to bar an equitable claim the
better for the reputation of the accident business,

THE TRIANGULAR SUBJECT of public adjusters, fire
insurance patrols and fire marshals has received a very
considerable shaking up from the JClronicle of New
York of late, In its issue of last weck, our contempo-
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