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trial, toexist. We calmet better illîîstrate Ille signifie-
atice of thorougli building on1 the Elliropeaîî plaîit 0111
by reference 10 tie experience of unie of the iargest
wvlîoiesale uîîeîrclaîîts in ClilcagIo, thdigbsns
inuIlle av'erage builinîîg or ll Uti ri, fQuild il tips-
bic to oblattt sufitcient iinsutrauc- %vitli relialh <,outi-
plliies to cuver lus etiorutitns hutsitiess. XVitli rare
good scîise lie proceeded 10 eet a large l)uilditig, Of
nioderatt lieiglit, ou tie gentiine iil cou.,truction plani,
dîvîdcd finto Uîiree conupirtînenIs, wîith lieavy fi re-rcsist-
iîîg tule partitionîs hetveci, aîîd witî each ulitenig
covcred by lie liest steel vauit baiik doos and %% ifli
other féattires of te conîstructioni ou siiiii.r% binets uf
safety. îrlie restilt wvas that the lxest culîtîamies %vurc
wiliug to carry front lite 10 tiiirty, thtousand dollars
each on the stock, in cacli coniparîtîeîtt, at 5ýc cetitb,
%vlîcreas tiîey reluctaiîîiy carried prcvîoîîsly fronti
tweîîly-flve lîuîdrcd to five toîîsand at SI.5c. And<
experictîce lias so far clemonstrateci ltiat the 55 cents
rate is mîore profitable ltait te formetr treble rale, wle
Ille oîuer saves iti expeuse for itîsuraxce iiç:ar> ,',io,o
per ntînini.

lTe average business tumait is lotnd iii lii.s cuitiplaitts
against the ilisliraîtce colîîpanlics bccaieie ofl iigit rates
of prernitunt, but slow t0 iiiiderstaîîd taI te character
of te risk tuakes Ille size of Ilte preiiîm charge, and<
titat te cotupanies are quite as atixious as are the pro.
perty ownlers to britîg about att cra of lower rates.
Wlieîî, as hii te above exaîtupie, building construction
anîd proteclive applaltees becontle suci tlle lte coin-
pallies cati better afford: a 55 cenmt rate titan, under lire-
sentt conditions, they Calt afford a $1.5o rate, 1to CIass or
lte couuni¶uiiy -%Yi1 be better pbcased Umani th cuîîtpaîiy
managers, tîteinselves. Thtis v~ery imîportantt fadt t lte
peple of the Untited States aiîd Caniada, wvhere last yeir
fire reduced t0 asiies $17o,c0O,cçO Of thleir PrOPer-ty,
otîglît 10 be muore forcibiy iinîpressed upon ail classes.
S-iow.buriiîg or coinparatively îtoî-btîrîiîig buildings
for stores and factories and wareliouses iii Our cities,
wliere are foutid the duief insurabie values, woffld
speedily reduce te fire waste and lte cost of isuratice
*.o Ilte people, wble at te sainte tinîte proîtîotiîtg the
prosperity of Ilte insuratîce conmpauties.

Atiother fruitlul cause of te greater fire loss ini this
country anîd iii E trope is 10 be fontd iu te grenter
îaxity litre oîî lte part of te civil anUtoritics iu the
makiigand leinorciig of iawvs-appiyiiugtofires. As the
resuit of agitationi ot titis subject soute very good iaws
hiaye been passed inii îaîîy locali lies providitng for ire
itiquests, anîd lte public mnîd is gradually becoîiitg
informned as 10 lte betieflîs 10 bu derived frot intvesti-
galion offires by Stateofficiis. The ýdifficnblty, atlist
iii ie States, lies iargely il lte perilous iîîdifllerettce
witli whiicî lte înajority of lthe public look tîpon flie
stric enforcertietit of iaw getîerally. Ili soute States,
tiotabiy M\assachiuseîts anîd Marylanîd, a coîtxpreiteîtsive
systeiit of lire investigation, utîder the direction of a
State officiai mnade respotisibie for resuls, iîow exists;
alud «as liese officiais are clothed with aîîtiority, itot
Otiiy to niiale careffil inquisition mb lithe causes of ines,
buit bo arrest anîd procure the pîtuiisiîtient of offexîders,
the outcome wii be watchedwith great iiiterest.

XVhen Uihe C111,vnice Fe ,ab Il!es tell lis that: counîtry
stores buirled in th Uicljiîd States re beiievcd to shlow
sîxty per cent. as buinig iliceiîdiary, titat ixîcenidiarist
11.t<1 tg (10 iih forty-five pier centt. or flour miii fires,
tliirt) -two per centt. of hiotel lires, and fiftten per cent.
of ii burued dvcliig hiouses, wc begiii to get soute
idva of the relationi of crijhnil intetît t0 the firc loss.
Lronipt uxposure and bwi fî pu nisl tuent %v'oid very
suuil Ur.dîîce: the uiinibur of inceudinry fires xuiost untrî-
.1i1, illd at Il saine tite do inutcli to reduce the pro-
piM lion of tiiosec 1rituaily set dowîî 10 carcessiless. It is

.a to s,îv that the coînpaîîies îîîust sinipiy take int
li., -u.coiunt ont faîîity building constructiont, universal
%:Ml.~,nes aui prev'alent inceudiarisin, anîd charge it
aIl ii 41 lthe prenutunii rite. As easy as that is to say,
il is an uxevedingly difficuit tliing 10 do-as a utatter of
fluet, ait impossible t!ting t0 do, in a way to stay doue.
l7zai te gcencrai public becoine sufficiently aroused to
fid a way tri prevelît Ille aîîiniilatioîî by fire of front a
litindred all( fifty 'o a iiuuidred andi scveîity-five
millions of propcrîy annuaiiy, îiîey iiiiist be tauglit that
the liaznrdous conditions îttaking suicli a loss possible
are tu b-, heid î-esponsibie for rates wviich, higli as tiîey
arc, arc a- o iw1 afford a fair profit to the business
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BUiSINESS OP BRITISII FIRE OFFICES FOR TEM
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(lFr01»i the iievieri, Ltlot, Eng).

X.1fie or c,M. £2Z~e J~~

Royai ... ..... > 7 31 9 3 1,440,3O0 6S4i,7So' 69.5 32.9 102.4

London 1
.lbe î,62zS,'25 l),o;o,5S6 .i86,6S4 63.7 29.9 95.6

Noitti l1riish
çC" Nlcrcailàllc 1,447,3901 1,050,184 47-1,711 j 72.5> 32.8~ 105.3

C..n L'ilioi 1,04,2,151 72u,561 321 ,953i 69.'y 30.9 100.
Sun ........... 975,375 732,142 324,471 75, 3.*1 108.4

S0 1  3031 2S-1, 7 26; 71.6 32.1 103.7
N'î~îhU t'tel, S7)#9t3t9

casitfre .... 868,135 5S2,89!l 288,1 14! 67.1 33.2 100.3
ViaI». ....... 7S9,422~ 540»726 223,738: 63.5 28.2 96.7

7~iaJîr.~ 41,112j 643,901 27316621 86.9 36.9 123.8
îNorîlieria-- 716,P07 44S,950 234,z86 6z.7! 32.7 95.4
ltnlictial ........ 72.420~ 548.S12 245,S11? 7S.1 35. 113.1
Manceir 6 '66,î451 395,389 201.461 59.4> 30.3 89.6
GliA.1 .... 06,773' 377,646 202,649~ 6.( -5.4 'Oz.

tilti e....532,770 34S,815 177,080, 65 33.2 93.7
Ca4n.t 479,394 358,033 167,0731 74.7 34.8 z09.S

Scoitiql union.
&~ atoa 462,0661 278,151 1,39,711 60.2 30.-- 90.4

L.ondon ........ 413-5211 269,949 142,1021 6j.2> 344. 99.6
Atlas....... 347.4S2 237,SS6 u1' 820> 68.5 32.7 101.2

Unon......301,Si3t 23708 6,814 78.5 35.4 113.9

laid . ........ 272,974e 209,601 82,11,l -6.8Si 30.1 16. 9

Counr . ........ 263, 166! 153,465 82,155~ 57.8 30.9 88.7
Royalc .... 5,4- 141,981 81,235> 54.9 3t.4 SE

g .Ull ......i306 4,5 67,776 " 6.2 35. iii.:t

Eqt1itabke .. 9.0g,612~ 122,973 62,267 64.5 32.6 97.1
pOItiolic ... 179,9S21 139,334 59,497 77.4 33- 110.4
Lawv...........133,493! 60,938 39,792 45.6 29.8 75.4
Otier British!

Offices....... 77,S61~ 431,565 243,783 60. i133.96 94.07

Totals. ]17,850p Di 123946 5,10, 69.01 325 10I.S
6.
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