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l)cp)arltiettt irtcrcase<l <hritig lte year hy liearly $35,o
oea. 'rte Onardliat, lias sliowtt a tîtost osnvlae
cotîscrîatistîî, iii resisting te teitptattoii 10 enter 1111v
'11it uîthcalthy cottipetitiotî %vitIî offices, wlîiel, hy e*x
travagant expenîditure, .ecitî sonietitues apt to swell the
zuittî of thieir ticiv buîsiness at lte expeuse of ilicir
policyitolders' bottses. Rclyiîtg uponi thet solidity of
lthe Comtpatny to eomitueîid itself tb Ille public, Illte
butsintess doute speaks fur itseif, while Ilte of îs~v
itattgezuent anîd commnissions in the life clupartttet
aippear ta ]lave coitiil upon the .saine ttîoderr'te

itl a eretofore.
'f:îking izîto, considerationti ei adverse re.suits of the

rire business, te div idend lias heeti reduced i per cet,
Ilte atiio0tit Fai bctilg 7,- lier cetl.

'lie sîrengli of the G ria'sfinances is <isplayed
iii ils preîmulln aniti genleral fire reserves aggtegatlig
9,36, ; n- i addition it lins a paid-np1 cash Ca.11
uail of S3-,,O,oo.

OCCUPATION AND H1ABITS.
Atnioiug.-t the inauy interestiîig papers whiich %vurc

preseiîtecl a the Itîsurance Congress of the \VorlId'.s
Faîr last week, that of Mr. Win. T. Statîdeti, actuary
of te United States Life Insuraxîce Co., deait 'vitt the
"li'ffect of Occupation and Habits on Life Iîsuratice
Rir.ks." After citing tce lîînînber of points thiat have
to 1)c takzen notice of iii determninîg what constitutes a1
hecalthy lue, lie gocs on ta, anlswr Whlat Cotîsîttetis a
just and proper '«sciection," wvhat degree ofai moral and
phlysical impairiinent of risk is admissible, and wltetr
-a1 existing policyliolder is injured by a caîxîpaîîy's
iccepting risks itot coîxclusively proveti ta bu on the
saine plane of excefletice witli Iiiinself. Iii spcakzing of
tliose persoits rcjected by reasori of " occupation," a1
large nunîber %vas ettbraced wlio wvere engaged ii te
liquor trafflc anîd in niechatîlcal trades believed ta
enitaillfogreat piysical aiid iioral liazaird. Oti7345
Years of exposure iti whîich ain expectcd dealli loss
wvoulcl have been thirty-ine, and te actual nuîîîbcr of
dcatlis wcre forty, lie foulnd the prepatiderance af
cleatlis was amoîig those %vho were rejected, because
titey were in business ideîîtified wvitli lte trafflc it
ardent spirits. Mercliants and commercial mteni, batik-
ers, brok'es and professiotial men arc ail supposed to,
he desirable rLsks, whlile :uany othi<r or-cupatiotîs aze
supposed to be dangerous, anid therefore unidesirabie as
aut iiîsuranice risk, lit cause of the pliysical liazaird
iiivolved. But while many of the so-calied datîgcrous
occupations do involve some pitysical, liayard, tîtere îs

a law af compenisation, operatiîîg soîîtewhîcrc. lie
pintllls ont that the privilege of out-door eiployiuelit
aîid llte .xcrc-- af thc claire muscular systelni, wVilh
hIe brain farce needed to ettable cver skilledl inechaîtie
Io faithfuUly perforni bis %vork, itîduce a condition af
vigor and Ileaith tiiat Ille sedeiîtary habits andc ovcr-
POwceritig brain exiiaustioîî of tle balnkerdeprive Min of

'i'aking the experience or the saine Comîpany, whose
statistics form a basis of his calculations, lie finds thaI
lie question of personal -habits cuts a far more serions
figure than the question of occupation. The -ipplicaut

for itîstrailce, whose habits are vicions iii respect of
excessive eahittg, <iritki:îg or stttokziîg. s1hould lie
del,:rret frotti obtaiîtisig itiratîce in - ery well-regil-
iated lire office. Ont af autaiculatiotî of rujecîioîîs,.
becatise of îîtfiîvorahîe persoîtal itabits. iii whiclh thiere
wcere 7,28$ years (if exposître, calhing for 90 deatlis, Ile
actiit deatits wvere 20J. 'flc getieral dedulctiotis itîade
by ': r. Standett froîin an exantitiation of slatistics îtpoîî
the actioni ofcotinpatîles iii relationt ho t1ifferet occupa-

tionis seettis to be lnat if %ve exeludle tîtose ettgaige(l iii
lthe liqîtor buiness. anid aiso exceptioîtally iîaiardous
risks likeaeroîtatîts, divers, mtanufactutrer:; of explosive.-

aîda iw ottrs iuîtnarly aIl ailier occuipâtiotis, a
Vast îîtuber of whiclt are contîîloiily s0 severe1v <lis.
criiiuatud against, cati bu safely writle:î upoti at orclit-
ary rates, andi without doiîîg violenice to the i ofessa
allier policy.lîoidlers., providctl, th phtysical risk he puer-
fectl.aid lle applicalit i mn foi mental powe~r anif

ctiipliasizedl, for an1 itellîigetttn who po.sýesses tlle
adlvantage af a good catutîloti sciîoul educatioîî, cati
lunuch mtore be safély trîîste<l iii a datîgcrous occupation
îiîau a mtani of very lotv isitellectual calibre. The sug-
grestioli is %vorth iotitig, ltat wiietîever a case is iii
doubt, by reasoît af tic staîed occupation ai lte appli-
catit beiutg hiazardous, the exuctîtive officer of a1 coin.*
pan>' could bu greatly assistud by a carefuil itiqîiry
ailonig tue hue ai lieapp)licaitt's inletlligeîce. Il istruc
that colatpaies are more or less obliged ta have a
general ruie upaui thîe,4bject of occuxpationîs and habits,
but witli freedoîin left ti tie executive ta use titeir
judgnient about acceptance, lucre is no0 doibt that a
vast majority of te occupations thaI are, as a chass,
ahways discrhiîîiateà agaitîst and frequeîîtly rceccted
migit, in xuany indiviclual, cases, be writteiî %vihlerfect
safély uipol hIe ordiîîary planl and rates.

A MODE RN WONDER AND ITS DANGERS.

The intimîatc relation betweîi fire insuratîce and tue
varlous foriîîs of zapplied electricity is îtawv prctty geti-
crally uîîderstoad by tîte public as well as by lte under-
wriîers. The extent to whlich tîte ireliazard is affectedi,
either adverscly or favorably, by îîoderi. clectric.0
appliaîtces is very iiîuperfectly realized, liowcver, by the
general public nud scarccly uîîderstood by the inajority
of ulidervrilers tleîinsuves. So ralî'd lias beeti tîxe
growthl of llte telephanole, he clechric liglît, and te use
oi elechricity as a street car iotor, and so, liuneraus
aire the atiier uses tu wliich titis subtle force lias been
and is constitty bcing applicd, tuiat it is very difficuit
ta, realize tU i tire revolutioti îhici lias taken place
in ane short der.ide or la catîîpreicîd tic possibilities
anîd estiniale tue probabilities of tue tiext teii ycars. Ih
is for titis reasan that the electrical exhibit at the
Worhd's Coluiiian Expositiotn at Chticago is onc of ils
niast important features, if îlot lte nîast important fea-
turc preseiîted. Thiat ait cîxtire buildiiig coveriiignmore
tait fivc acres of grouid, and equipped ih extensive

galieries oi ail af its four sides, should be nal ouly set
apart for electrical exhibits but complelely filled with
electrical alpiliances. scarcely a dozen of which were
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