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FATHER HAND'S LECTURE,
The following 18 o full roport of the
ablo address delivercd by Rov. J. L.
Hand w 8t Paul & cbiurch on Bunday
ovoning, Oct. 22nd :

My Dreanny Brroven Brernnew—
Ihs Graco tho Archbishop has asked
luo to oxpresa to you this evening his
very sincere regret ot his iuability to
be presont to nddresa tho mombers of
tho Oatholic Mutual Benovolent Asso-
ciation, His Urace, for partioular
reasons, desired to bo present this
vvoning to address tho members of his
well-boloved orgamzation, the O. M.
B. A, He has beon tho fniend and
patron of tho Scocwoty; through hia
porsonal influence tlns organization

ot & foothold in Canada—first in the
dioceso of London, which may be
called, oven at the present time, the
homo and headquarters of the Bociety.
It is, therefore, with considerable ro-
?rct that a pressing duty calls him
from tho city to-day.  \Whata pleasure
it would bo to him to speak to you
upon tha bonefits of this great organi-
zation,

I havo aleo to make another apology.
Beeing that His Grace would be absont,
another eloquent clergyman was askod
to como and address the mombers
of the C. M. B A. in his stead this
ovoning ; but he was unable to fulfil
the engagement. and consequently you
shall hava to stand a fow remarks from
your humblo servant.

With regard to this organization, I
must confess that in starting out [ am
In o somowbiat similar position to an
Anciont pastor of St. Paul's (this has
beon Landed down by tradition) upon
8 great occasion, an occasion that
soemed great to him. He was invited
to preach, and he started to propare a
very profound and vloquent discourse,
Ths clergyman surrounded himself
with his books for about a weck, and
after he had read the matter up and got
a full collection of idena placed them
down on paper. The last operation
then.was to be performed ; it was only
a matter of a short time after ho had
his sermon written to commit the
matter to memory. He left it to the
lagt day, and on Saturday morning,
after his Holy Mags, he came to com-
mit his discourse for thfs epecial occa-
sion. Hecould not discover his manu-
script upon his desk; he examined
the room, and failing to find 1t, rang
the bell and called the servant and
asked if she bad scen the paper ; who,
after some hesitation, gaid that she
had it the fire with a soiled paper she
found on his desk. His sermon went
up io smoke

That is not exactly my predicament,
but it is this: Some time ago I had
occasion to speak on behalf of the
C. M.B. A.—some five or six years
ago—end when the hsappointment
occurred this evoning, I imagined that
I would be able to fall back on my old
manueeript and bave something with
which to address the members of
this orgamzation. Looking over the
five or six yearg that are past, I
find that anytinng that 1 aght then
have gaid would be enucely inap-
glicnblet«othe C.M.B A now. Buch
as been its growth, so great has been
s development, even here in this
aty of Toronto, that anything with
regard to the results of the C.\ML.B.A.
five years ago would dwindleinto insig-
nificance to-day. I thought then that
it was a great thing to boasi that the
. M.B. A. had paid $1,500,000 to
sbe heirs of deceased members. This
evening, my dearly beloved brethren,
we find a great change, and instead
of $1,500,000 the C. M. B. A. Las paid
out 34,600,000 to the widows and
orpbons of the deccased members.
Our Divine Masier has declared that
from their works you shall know them.
Jrdgiog by this standard, we at once
ceme to B knowledge of the naturé
of this organization.

First of all we may preface our
remarks with a few words on Oatholio
organizations and socicties. The

Church has always beon the mothor
and protector of organizations. Wo
seo them spring up n her bosom
from the very first ages of Ohristianity
—g890t0t103 and organizationa adaptod
to the spirit and the wants of tho
timo. Wo gco tho monastorics—tho
sanctunries of holiness, picty and
forvor—whoro men vocoived the light
of tho Gospel, that thoy might go
forth end proolaim the dostrine of
Christ to the world, Her orgoniza.
tions have bosn working 1n every cen.
tury. In the middle agea tho organ.
izations of the Church stood bolween
the foudal lord and the peasant whom
lio feign would orush. Her guilds
wero sooioties of freomon. The Holy
Fathor, who so gloriously reigns at
regent, Lias again and ngain oxpressed

is approval and appreciation of Catho-
lic sociatles.

Among Catholio socicties ths C. M,
B. A. holds a prominent and distin.
guished part. It cannot boast indeed
of antiquity; thorg is no romanoe
conneoted with its institution, thore
may not bo the horoism of 8t. Igna.
tius, or the burning and unconquerablo
fire of Bt.Vincent do Paul ; but yat, the
C. M. B. A.was brought forth in a man
ner suitable to our time, and for objoeots
in;keeping with the times in which we
live. Some of you will be acquainted
with the fact that in Decomber, 1876,
a few men were gatherod together in
Niagara I'alls on the Amersan side
to form a committeo for rendering
assistanco to tho pastor in pnyin'f off
a heavy debt upon the Church., Then
for some ycars a hoavy tax was im.
posed npon tho members. Tho ausesa.
ment system worked wonder{ully woil
in clearing tho church of debt; and
when they had the last cent paid off
they thought they should not disband,
that they should merge into an organ.
ization suitable to the wants of the
Catholic Church at large, and so, my
dearly beloved brethren, they estab.
lished the first branch of the €. M,
B.A. Aided by their Pastor they sub.
matted thir project to the learned svd
distinguished Bishop of Buflalo, and
he at once approved of the idea. And
here we have the origin and the begin
ning of the Catholic Mutual Bonevo-
lent Association, It 18 only a short
period since its organization, and yet
what a world of good 1t has dome. ...

Ono of tho first things laid down in
the constitution is the qualification
of membership. The constitution
spocifies that cach member of its
organiza*ion must be a good, sound,
practical Catholis, and if there is any
question about the Catholicity of any
appheant or member of this urganiza.
tion it must be submitted to the Pas-
tor of the Parish in which the branch
exists with aa appeal to the Bishop ot
the Diocese. This article placed in the
constitution is rivetted there. Tho
constitution makes it a first condition
that its members shall be practical
Catholics; and any member who is
not, forfeits all benefits in the Asso-
ciation.

Another thing, my dearly beloved
brethr. n—this society tends to Catho-
licity. Too long established, societies
in this country were divided into
national clans, according to race lines,
The C. M B A recogmzes no nation-
ality ; 1t 18 built and based upon broad
and oxtended Catholicity. Thers is
no question of Irish or English or
Scotch or German or French; the
only qualification, apart from the pre-
scribed sge and healthy qhyaique, is,
that the person be a good, sound,
practical Catholic.

The beneficiary article providesa two
fold bencficiary for membership—one
a beneficiary for $2,000, and aonther
for $1,000. This may not be thor
oughly understood by membars of this
congregation, because they have been
in the dark for some time here with
regard to the working of the C.M.B.A.
It has been held by some that it is
not profitable for a congregation to
have a branch of the C.M.B.A.; on

tho contrary, it is most benoficial.
Taking up a littlo pamphlet thnt Las
been issued a short time ago by the
QGrand Council of Canada wo discover
tho amount of monoy that has boen
paid out in the various towne in the
rovince, Vo find that 8¢, Catharines
1a8 benefitted to tho oxtont of some
$80,000 from Jho C. M. B. A, sinco a
branch was elartad thoro. Then wo
find that Btratford has benefitted still
more, and that Windsor more than
cither Stratford or 8t. Catharines.
Tho same way with 8t. Thomas, and
wo find chat during the timo the
C. M. B. A. lias been in existence here
in Toronto $32,000 havo been paid to
tho howrs of deccased membore ; so
that it 18 o bonefit for the family, and
it is nlso o benefi! to have a gocioty
gsuch as the C. M. ¢, A. in a parigh,

Another point with regard to this
organization is this—that it Lns nover
bad o lawsuit upon the straight
question of paying the benoficiaries
of deccased meowbors. It is now
gomo seventeon years in existoence,
and it has paid out $4,600,000 ; and
it in soxlxlmthm t‘o Loast of thL}t never,
upon tho straight question of paying
to the heirs of dec&aed membn‘;sytho
bouoficiary, was there a disputo with
tho C.M.B.A. As s00n as the papors
aro sent and put before the organiza-
tion the officers sre prompt in remit-
ting to the hoirs of deceased membors
what is coming to them from the asso-
ciation.

From the age of 18 to 25, for a
$2,000 Beneficiary, $1.00 each assgess-
ment. It may also interest you to
learn that when the Grand Qouncils
of the C. M., B. A, warc connected
with the States the average number
of annusl assessments was 16; but
since the Canada Grand Council
hes had separation from the Supreme
Officers we expect that the assess
ment will not go over 14 e yeur.
Consequently the young man from
the age of 18 ‘o 25, insured for
$2,000, would only pay S$14 a year
upon his policy. There cannot be
obtained in a mere *“einsuranceorgan-
ization terms such as these. From the
age of 25 to 80, the assessment would
be $1.10, &2., from the age of 18 to 50.
Here then, my deurly beloved breth.
ren, we have the system and the work-
ing of this organization. Further
than thia, in other societics there are
many things in the constitution, many
laws, many things written in their
manuals that are nnt observed in the
workings of them; but I can testify
that, with regard to tbe Catholio
Mutual Benevolent Association, the
constit ation and its laws are thorough-
ly observed. Catholic as it is in con-
stitution, it 18 more Catholic in
practice. For eight years I have had
experience in different branches of
the C.M.B.A. in this city , and I can
testify, not only to the direst carrying
out of the constitution, but to the
quality of the men that form and com-
pose this organization in the city of
Toronto. His Grace, my dearly be-
loved brethren, has an exalted idea of
the C.M.B.A. It wasa flattering s au-
monial to the society when he said
that ho would be delighted to speak to
the C. M. B, A. because Lio knew they
formed the core of the Uatholic heart
in the chicf oity of the Diocese. And
therefore it has the approval of the
clergy, thercfore it has the approval
and the encouragement of your Grand
Spiritual Advisers. We have a large
number, in fact about one half the
Priests of the Province of Ontario, be-
long to the C.M.B.A.; the other kalf
are over age; and all the Bishops of
the Province, with one exceplion, are
not mers honorery but practical mem.
bers, and pav their asscssments regu.-
larly, the same as any member who
belongs 20 the rank and file of the
organization ; consequently the Catho-
lic influenco of this society is assured.

It is not for the mombers them-
selves that this organization is bone-
ficial. No member ever expected, nor

con he oxpeot, to draw hia beneficinry.
Tho Bocicty is upon the aasessruent
plan, No monoy is kept in tho hands
of the Bupreime or the Gravd Officers.
Thoro is, indeed, a reserve fund, but
it is doposited, drawing interest in
ohattored banks, and only under the
control of the organization Honoo
no membor of this organization can
expeot to be paid from it whilo living,
but it is a benofit for the widow
and children. Tho applicant for ad-
mission i not moveA by a mero
gelfish motive, he is not working
exaotly for a personal end, but ho i8
uhinking of tliose who aro dependent
upon him. Therefore I would appeal
rathor to the ladies of the congrega
tion, rather to tho wives aund to the
mothers in tho congregation than to
the mon, beeause it will be for their
benefit and to their interest, it will bo
for themselves and for their children,
and not for the bread winner. It will
bo a consolation to him indeod to know
that when bo hias passed away his little
onea will not bo loft penmless, that
they will have from this organization
o sum sufliciont to guarantee thom
sgainst want, at lonst for a considor-
ablo time, It takes less than $20 a
year; and whore is tho houscheeper
that sannot save a couple of dollars a
month, who cannot savo sufficient
from week to week to pay tho pre-
miums upon a $2,000 boneficiary ?
The woman that cannot do thisshould
not have chargo of o house. It ought
not to be at all difficult, then, for every
honseholder, for wives and for moth-
ors, to save from the carmngs of their
husbands or their sons suificient to
pay cash assessments. I will there-
foro ask you to insist that your
husbands bocome members of this
organization, It is n duty that you
owe your children to take all precau-
tion to preserve them against the hard,
oruel world of want. ‘I'berais no bet-
ter means of sccuring them than that
of the C. M. B. A. The C. M.
B.A. has weathered the storm ; it has
sean organizations that pro-existed it
go down; it has scen organizations
that thrived before it go to pieces,
beoause they were not managed pro-
perly. But tho C. M. B. A. still lives.
I¢ has passed through the orisis of the
influenza and other discases of the
past years, 1t has suffered from inter-
nal discord; but all that is past, and
it i8 now more firmly established than
ever. To.day it has a wmemberghip
of over forty thousand working to-
gethor. No; there will be no quesgtion
with regard to the stability of this
orgamzation , 1t has the blessing of
the Church, 1t supplies a long-felt
want, and 1t il see that every cent
is paid to the hoirs of deceased
members.

I thank the gentlemen of the C.M.
B.A for coming from a distance here
this evening, and I hope that their
presence in such large numbers will
have a good influence on the congre-
gation of St. Peul's, that our St.
Paul's Uranch will increase rapidly,
that we will have a large influx of
members, and that the Society will
continue to flourish in this direction,
a8 it hag done in overy parish of the
city.
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