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ganerally conitained within tho bindisig of a singlo volume it is Ila
book," but in nc' othor. It is iii filet ain extroneily hoterogoncous
collection of worke of diflorint charactcrs qnd dcsigne, wvrittoit by
different porsons, nt varions tintes oxtending over si periad, iutiis-
ing Mos ta havu boeu tae first compiler, ci about sixteeti iran-
dred yeor8. Coumpilcd and re-o.enîiled, revised and garbled, so
tit, supposing the original sources ta ]lava bcen of greater ia-
trinsic valuse titan thoy possibly couid have keen, that valusenmust,
by ail tho laws of ovidonoýe, bava becoina grently dotcriorted-lost
for htîdroda of ycars, anid oniy ulitintately thrawn together into
te isliape -which thoy aire popularly known, nit the Counceil of

Cairthtage. Witlîiin the last decaido.d of the fourth century, tho clin-
onical cliaractor af the books decided by vote, in wbich procs tha
Ilovelations, a~ wild, visionary outburst af philosophîies far aider
ttan the book af Genesis, inixed with tho Inter spectilations af tho
highly spiritual Alpxandrinît school, wvas aiy declaired ta boe
inspircd by a manjority af ane, yot so dense ii tha ignorance, sa
blank tho critical facn)ty, in INr. Cariyîa's innumorabla mnjority,
that toe groat iass of the orthodox -%vorld rtegards titis miscella-
ILCana comlpilation ais onc, inspired volume, wv1dchiî as somolîow
comae ta themn direct front Gad, in Uie dress in wiîich it wvas
clothîed by King James' tra nsh;.tian, and I da net doubt tiîat
inspiration is, by miany, attributcd ovcn ta tha fulsamo dedication
of thosa vensersible P<d roerend sycaphaints.

1V is naL to bo wondercd ait that-in viow of tho aipproiciîing
aievent af a now tranîslation, which cannot but tend ta raitionsilire
the existing bchic-fs, and %lîiclî ixîrst inioviLabiv (livide the ileo-
giance slow nmonooloizc( by tho present fetisch-tho ortiodox
niotid "'su furiotisly rage." 'Macaulay, criticizin- Mr. Glad-
istontus carly worki on Vulrch ani Stato, deseribes thant versatile
writefs gtyle as characterized by a va8t comnand of a 1kind of
litiago graveo and manjestic, but of vagu e and uncertain imiport;
af a i uf languis- whiich affects us inuci in the same vaiy in
Wich the iefty diction af the cliorts ui clanids afl'ectcd the simple-
hoartodl Athienian." Again, lie say8: . lHero ara propositions of
a vast and indelinite entent convoed in languago which lias a cor-
t.:in obscure dignity and sanctity, attractive, wa doulit net, ta
ntany atinde. B3ut the mioment wo bring them ta the test by runs-
ning aver but a vcry few af te iarticulars whiclh are includcd iii
theni, wve fini tiiet ta o ise and extravaant." lind Macaniai
leen criticising tha so-callcd sacrod writings, hie could scarcc'ly
hava aiteredl bis paiîrnseoiogy ta danac The ordinary culti.
vated religions isninl is c4trried na;y by a. certain grandeur,
sintiplicity :and breavity %%iilà lpervadae tha lcbrowv liturary style, si
great part af the effL'tt af which is dite ta that. perfectiy cool
assuinin af the niarveilous anid impossible, ais simple inattets af
filct, îvhichi is a charaerteristic af te orientail mind in ail liges, and
whic i l co-incidentiy apparent in tho "«Arabian Niglits.' As
regardts the Book af Jud«Ps especialiy, bath tho Arabian Nights
îund the lliae nt once present thcmiselves ta tho irid as k-cys, tho
çno te the eastiern lova af the susiernaturai, te other ta tho exal-
tation af 1sopuiar beos ta a mytiiic grandeur. Tho bauf or ivholiv
fabulons early histories and oarly poctry af aIl rudo nations anud
tribes. which have 1 ,roved tbassmlves posse.,sed af a national
imaginative soul fltteil for suirvivail, iend theiînaelî..a ta <dis
analagy. Grecian and Ilotuan Epic> Scandixiian Sa;ga, German,
Frankishi and Dlerian legend aud baliadi, and aucient Jewishi
record, lire ideittical in their faiithfui ivitness ta tho intuitions ai
tribes in their carliest stages af nprroach ta civilization. As
Samrpson, Gideon, Jcphtha, Jasiata, sa wcro Hleetor,Acil,
Plomulus Curtius. Far down the streara of timo tho hero-
warship scarcely changes an iota ia character. icudFrithiof,
Chairleniagre, Rolaad, ]3erztards ddcarpio, andl the Cid, are but
roeproductions, tinted and s'llTfusedlIwith tho giamour of tho Inter
cliivairy, ail waro te cnbodiments af a rude but strong senseofa
patriotism. Tho Jewish lcgends are oniy distingnishoal by tho
monotheistic, and theocr.,4!ic .idea wlîich ruleal and pervaded their
literature, andi t is remai-kable that thes npparcntiy pure idecas.
grafted on an exclusive anid sav age national temperamnent, led to te
glorification, ais a religiously patriotie action, of art atrocity stncli
ais no pagan nation would have dreamed cf reckoning sa meritori-

ans. 1 nican Lte teachinig af Jitel. Tho ansinilaition aof 01< Testa-
nient idras af God, jrodned, as we ail knov sinigular mnanifesa-
tions ai a drenry anal serdial forocity in the ]?oritariî of Englanal
and Massaclhusetts, andl ii te Covetaintcrs af Scothund, remnants
ai whiclt yet aissort their vitahity in maorit Presiytcriatiisîni. It
mighlt hava beon suppascd, howover, that te blinal vutarios of tae
anitrpomlorplic Goal of an absouro carly m-c'y, usunels given ta tho
cuivation ôi systoimuUzed vengeance, liard reazcieal Lite acmie
cf truculience in tho Preabytorian utii-r ai the tunfortutiato Tlir...
Aikenbead, in 1097. But it la not gencrally knowva thiat n
ignorant voueratian af tho Biblo legenda lipi', so laite lis withins the
hist ciglit years, 1 orne ita dliiibolical fruit initili perfection. During
ta advaitc of Vire Germian traops into France la 1870, a Germais

saldier %votndcd ta tae deatia, staggered into a cottage ai a Froncli
pensant bogging a drinik ai wnter and ta bo allowed ta lia down.
la fei! on i bied, anal prosently sunk into te siep ai utter ex-
haustion, îvhen iu lîoqtess, a'yoling %voiieii, Ipresently canceiveal
the iuen of picking ont tho tiortîinato nian's oyes 'vit a foi-k,
and fortiiîitit cariled it juita exeution. Tihis horrible act vas
periaruea ia direct iinitatiof a tiiat for wiiicii Deborah pourod
forth lier splcaidid rhtapisady af pi-aise ta God.

IL is imipnssibla Vo predicata %viiethcr tua caiiipany ai traiisiaitors
nowv at wurk, will provio sufliciently cournageous3 La give ful affect
ta the difforent interprectationsi af varions important passages,
which aire known to bo rcquircd.

MuaIt la ta bie hopeal fron tha cumaulative imphact of trti for iLs
own sake, on tue lilgîtar piants oi intellect. Iiuchii l
ta bo féarea froit Uic oîta3lerous tis i ci of tue ortitodox inid,
wiviih i l a conspound of tire exttgger-ated cliaractcristics attribntcd
ia oId Natural Hi.story books, to the crocodile, te layena, and te
sioth.

The general result cannot but tend ta weakoen dogmia; but, as
tiiero is littie gaod ta bc perceived totaliy unalioycd with ovil, iL
is probable tuit front tinte ta time, the adi-ocateof inspiration may
foudly imagine a vain tlîing, viz.: that soute iiew lighit on a word
or sentence niay prove a gain ta te tuteolagical :.su8e.

Suait a dlaim liais, indeed, aiready been set iltp. In te caursn
ai titat increased striîigency af enquiry ta mitich ina are daily
more stroîtgly inmpelled, it lias been assevtcd that ti words lu
te boginiîtg'-" stild Le ictidcred IlIn fortmer dlur.ttion," i.c. ia

tno I "dutition or tinte previens ta creationi." On te strengtît af
tis aiteration, a writer in tua Quarerly~ Rcriew, int an article

catitied "'Modern Piiosapiiers on te Probable Âge of tha
Worldl," réprodnced. lin Vlite Nîv York Eclecic for October, 1870,
endeai-ors ta showv tlat tia 13asa-le cosntogeny la in accord with
te iiypotlt"Sis ai te nebiular vortex-rirtg. 1 htave aùrea(Iy, la

tiiese preinminary remsarka, taken ti, as ranch sî,ace as I imagina
is convpnient Ia te snicci.-ttin" issues 1 hopû ta expose te

wckesalli fiI!ady ai tho specieus arguments addutced by te
ortitadox reviower, and to dentanstrate titat iL la P-nt ci-en open ta
tire plenai-y inspiratiani ts ta %vriggia ont ai literai interpretation
as regards Ulic six days of creation, but that te ivriter ai the finL
ehipjter ai G1enesis ivrota witii ne broader idea titan thait lia was
eanstraicting a phtiasibie accotint ai the begiîtning ai tbingzl, and
wiUi ne ntotiont ai bis accaulit being ci-en interjtreted Otlterwiso
thaît as literal niatter -)f faict.

Lwondon, Ont.

Heil ippeareal ta nme liko a gi-et tawn kitchen %vith an endioasly
long stove, an 'whuch wcre piaced thi-ca rows ai iion pots, anal in
tiiese sait the daimneal anal nare cooked. lit tho third row saL tho
hoantlton, whoi, liko Vue Jews, could tako ne p~art ia sali-aLlen, and
intiat burn forci-or. I leiald oue of tho latter, as a squato.built,
bur*v doil put fresh ceai under bis kettle, cry eutt frosa lis pet:
"Spare nie I 1 n-as once Socrates, te w-isest af metrtais. 1

ti,,r "li tmnth andljustice, andl w.c-ricedq ny life for virtue." But
Lime ellumusy, stuspial devîl went on with bis werk, andl grumbled .
"lOb, shit up there ! Ail heathen nmust barn, and we cai't niako
an excep t:en for te cake cf a snesoul.-Heiiricà Hcine


