
ran lias faflen at Sitka lias reachced as high as 26-4. No %vonder that

sonie of those who have been in Alaska belicve that at man's creation a

iveh-foot was forgotten.

Across the niountains in the interior, I)oth of Alaska and British
Colunibia, the vpreciptation is very niuch less, and the range of tempera-
ture very much greater.

On account of the mild climiate the snowvfafl on the coast is flot

great,--less than we have here.

Amnong other mieteorological phienoniena to be noted is the wind.

In most localities and regions it is a simple miatter to tell in whichi

direction the wind is blowing, but flot so on the Alaskan coast. It is

something like trying to tell w~hich way wvater is running in an eddy or

whir1pool. Out in the broad ocean the wind has undoubtedly a con-

stant direction, for the timie being, btît wh en it aipiroaches the coast,
passing through long narrowv channels, over rnountains, down miounitains,
around sorne headland or promontory, biiffeted froin side to side, its
direction is clifficuit to determine, for in a trice it changes. 'l'le severest
winds in the summner are the ' south-easters.'

Based upori theory -and confirnied by e\l)erience,the baronieter is, par
excellence, the instrument for foretelling the weather, but we niust draw
the line at Alaska. Everywvhere eIsc weè pin our faith to the barometer,
but here the barometer is impotent ; it does nothing to nid, and every-
thing to confuse and distrcss the sailor and surveyor.

The safest prediction to niake is, that it wvill rain to-morrowv, and

nine tinies out of ten you'l be about right.
How one does enjoy a day when the sun shines! The joy is

emphasized by the privation.
It is said that the greatest volcanic region in the wvord lies in the

north-west par of the United States, occupying a large tract in Idaho,
Washngto, Orgon and California. The last eruption in this region is

said to have been that of ïMount Baker near the British Colunmbia
boundary in 187o. Howevcr, Alaska lias still several active volcanoes,
but none on the mainland, they -ire in the castern Aleutian islands.

One of the nîost notable features of tic Alaskan coast is the glaciers.
Wheriever the annual snowfall on nîountains is greatly in excess of


