
passing the flrst ifty miles, the country becoînes more levei, the eleva-
tions are more isoulattd. and a greaier e.\tent of fertile land, underlaid
by (:aleareus toLkb>, is foutid, es.ellently adlaptcd for the raising of
graiins, suchi as %wheat and oats, and ail kinds of root crops. Flourish-
iiig farmis and comfortable houses are seen at many placez, and the
generally recuived opinion that the Laurentian country is unfitted for
settlement speedily disappears. 'l'le fauna and flora of a p)ortionl of the
district, or rather that area. along the River Rouge, wvas studied hyMr
W. F. M. D'Urban, an assistant to Sir Win. L.ogan, in 1,358, and a

partial list, rclating tu the manimals, fishies, insects and niolluscs %vill be
founid in the appendis to the Geological Survey report for that year,
while* during the last two years a stili furthcr study oi the plants of the
district wvas nmade by Mr. I\. MicDougal, over a niuch wider area.
Among the mobt abundant (,f Uic ecarly floweriqg plants obscrved, wvas
the Trailin-, Arbutus, (Eiaarepens) found near Ottawa, at Aylmier
and Chelsea, but Nviose bunchies of thick leaves were observed at
mîaniy points to th(; North and East. Thbis beautiful and exquisitely
scenred flower bloums in Nova Scotia as early as M.arch, and in Gaspé
'vas found in blossoni in tic last week in June. l'le graceful and
fragrant Twin Flower formis [eLrftct carpets in various places in this area,
and nîany of the lakes in August are starred with the beautiful White
W7ater-lily, some of mhich have blossomns of very large size, their cup-
shal)ed flower somnetirnes i-teaàurinc, three inches in diameter.

In these I.aurentian hiils also are hidden great stores of mitieral
weaith. Mines of mica, graphite, apatite and asbestos are worked
extensively in the imimediate neighborhood of Ottawa, w~hile the presence
of the rarer mincraIý, such as garnets, zircons, tourmalines, scapolites
and fcldspars, iii heautiful crystals, have mnade the district well known
amon- collectors ail over this continent.

If the rnembers of our Club will bear in mind, wlien looking out
for a pleasant trilp for their next holiday season, that in the Laurentian
country at our doors, there is a rich field for research in natural history,
as well as ail the requisites for a profitable otîting in every %vay,
may cxpect before long to sec Uhc waters of our beautiful inland lakes
disturbed by the paddles; of our canoeists, w~hile the cabinets of the
students of plant and insect life will be enrichied, and niuch additioriai
niaterial will be provided for the coming issues of the OT1'A.-w.A
N.\ ru R A .lsT.


