
Can1ada l'.1% &'Way's maintained a hibplace aniong similar instituitionsi.
Th'irity-(ive! year-, ago Billiî.gs set lîiniselt' carnustly to the task of
çlecil)ibering., the history ol ir co untry as wvritten ini its fossil remiinS

14(1w %vell lie succeeded is evudienced 1w the fact that tbe %vork of Il.
lln-S flot oî.îy reflecied the bi-hest lustre (n the Survey in his branch

while lie remained a mciiiber of its staff, but the determinialions theri
made have neyer ceased to be regarde:d as; authorit itive. Since his day
the opîening of thec North WVest lias introduced a new feature into) the

stti(y of Canadian paenooyby the accession of grea' collections of
foF;siIs from the Cretaceous and other closely associated forînatX uts of
that area, and less attention bas in consequence beeri dirL.ct(:d to the
study of the older paleozoic lossils; ; but this change :In policy lias only
been in accordance with the rapidly growing importance of out- western
country. 'l'lie resuit of the fifty years' col!ecting in this bratich of the
Survey %vork lias been to gather together one of the finest and miost
conmprehiensive collections, illustrative of the life of past ages -n the
earth's history, that can anywhere bu found ; a collection of stieh value
to the scientific wvorid that if by chante it slîould be destroyed its loss
wvould bc rcgarded as a great calamitY by everyone interested iii science
the world over.

0f the internai eeonomny of the Suirvey we have as yet sl<nbut
in getieral ternis. Here imich %vork oîf the hi-hest importance 11111-4 be
carried out. The collucting of facts relative to structure and the
rnaking of surveys in the fir1d would not pos;seýs 'îne-tentli of their real
value, were no provision nuide by wvhich thesc stirvev.s and tacts could
be presented in compîact and visible sbape to the general as %vtell a-; the
scientific j)ullic. J-ence the necessity of a topagraphic.dl corps
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w'hereby flot only can the wvork of the field staff be arranged in mal-
forni for publication, btît connecting survcys can be iiiad.- t ronder
these more intelligible. 'Mien tiiere is the careful arrangement of îlîe
Mtîseuni by which eveivîi)igÎ deemied %vortlîy of cxhîbit caii bc .so
placed as to show to the best possible advant ige the relation between
the rock structure and the contiincd fossils where such exist, and
the inin#erah. or ores also which înay thcrein be contained ; iii order
tint at.yonc in quest of information can most readily obtain such to
the fullest possible extent and with thc least i. os.,ib:c delay.


