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a now submerged cordurov road and we had ta feel aur wayalong the track in water thiat in places oeached the waist. Thîetrack then led up into a wood and from it diverged on thec righta doubtful and tortuons trail in the direction of Twin Lake where
the Chain Pern grew.

In an evil moment aur guide tried a short eut ta avoid anawkward slasb in the woads. He lost bis way, and we flounderedalong for more than an haur; during this time we crossed threesiahes (apparently) far worse than the onc we had avaided; theywerc reallv ane sfash and the saie; as usuaily bappens in thebush ta those who use noa compass and disregard the sun. we werevaiking in i series of ecccntric circles. We drew up at last onthe edge of a creek whicb aur guide failed ta recagnize as theone we had fira waded across; ta make confusion worse con-founded, we seemed ta have gat somehow anto the wrong sideof tdus creek. but bow or where v.e had crossed it we could flotmake out. Following dawn the creck a little way we came xuton a lake. Out hast bad 1 lien ta make the humiliating confessionof baving gone in a circle: instead of reaching Twin Lake, Iwomiles above the t-eaver dam. we were nearly a mile below Lhedam. It was tben sa late in the afternoon that ve had ta Pms-
pane aur expeditian ta next day.

This lime we chose a langer but mare certain route andreached the colonv of Woodwardia virgirnca without mishap.The first sigbt of Iis fern was quit e irrpressive;- the fronds stoodrigid and erect. in long lines, ail facing one way; the upper sur-
face of the frond faced the water. flhc backs were a'way fromn thelake and most of tbhem hcavilv fruiting; 1 do nat mean ta implythat the water caused their direction ai growth; it was probablysunlight. as it was mare open towards the water and shaded
behind by the edge of the woods.

The fern is about as large as a medium-sized CinnamonPcrn and its pinnules are very similat in shape; the veins, bow-
ever, are not free but areolate. forniing a nctwork; in the barrenfrands the pinnules are seen ta be minutelv serrulate. but in thefrwting fronds the edge is apparentîr smooth and entire; this isdue ta the servulate cdge being reflexcd; if vou look at the undersidc of a fruiting pinnule, vau will find the edge distinctlv rinmced.The onlv ai bier naticeable difference in shape between the frond
of the Chain Pcrn and that of the Cinnanion Fcrn is that in theformer the froad is nairowed considerably towards the base andabove in lanceolate up ta an acute tip. this character is rcpeated
and even cmphasizcd (as so eften) in the pinna, which is strongly

cotracted in anc or tva pairs of pinnules at the mare or lessessie base. The peculiar fruiting is. of course, unmistakable:
the oblong sari running in parallel lines hike the liniks of a chain
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