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LONG-LEGQED BIRDS.-THE WHOOPING CRANE-YOUNG AND OLD.
You do flot have auy difficulty lu telllng a bird front aay

other animal; thaugh birda among theniselves show %von-
derful differeticts, yet you are uever la doubt whetber a
particuIar specîmen la a bird or nat. Yet bow great the
difference betweeu a hnmming-blrd, flot larger thau
soins Insecte, and witbi a ftigbt go rapld that youi cau
hardly sec lta wings, aend a domesl.lc gose, wbilb rare-
ly files, la awkward lut aIl lta mnveruenta, aud large
euotigh for a dmnuer for a whole famlly. Somtelbîrdsfced
only ou ather birds, or emaîl quadrupeds, and Sncb other
animale as they can catch; others live on insecte; 81111
others fiud thelr food ln varlous &cde and fruits; then
whejt we corne to the sea-shore, or the great lakes, we fiud
bîrds that lve upan liait, whlch tbey catch lu clecp waîer,
or along shore, wherc the water la ahallow. If bîrds aIl
llvcdl upon anc thlug, they would soon fidi a scaraily of
food, and IL la very inarestlug 10 observe chat eaclb clase
ofbrmls lasso formed that II, eau li get ise living lu one,
partîcular way. A look aI a hawk, with Ia Aeces bill and
powerlxl claws, shiows chat lifta lntcuded 10, prey npou
living creutures ; If a dock, wllh ias brosd, bînt bll, and
Chimay web-teet, should try to0 carry off a youn rsbblt,
Wbat poor work Ilwonld maka o!iti I lwonld getaloug
tio botter thau would a hawk If obllged 10 swilm and dive
ta the bottom in ofbth river for Its dînuer. Wherever we
look, wbether at bîrds, ai qnLadrnpeds, or other animaIs,
or even at plats, we fid that each and ail are especlally
aulapted toci v. lu a certain manner, and ln partîcular
places, and it, la ucit possible for suy l.hlukleg persan,
even a chlld, ta, fail tu sec that ail 1h18 has not happencd
by chance. Men do ual hnîld locomotive cugînea ta raul
upon the water, or conatrnct 4feam-boata ta travel ou Ithe

:laud, and it la very plain that tb. Creacar dealgued these
différent forme of bîrda and other crealures for a partîcu-
lar ptrpose. If a nalarallat la slndylng bîrds (snd IL lis su0
%yith aîher departmeut>, hie iludai thos wlch get th@&r

living in a partîcuIar. mauucr, arc cou.,îrected, or bult,
go ta apeak, on a simîlar plan, and hie groupe tIme b.jrds
accordlag- ta tis plan as ehowià ln their structnre. Yon
woald flot close tbe duck sud the ben, or tIme pigeon and
the bawk tozether, sud white yun, pcrbapse, couid not tell
a' once ail tblr differences, you know flmat they are litird
ln thelr fect, their bisl,.sud aIl tbeir parts, etecl for a
partIcutar mtode of 11fr. Erm'rybody, even youg peoplie,
are si!teralisîs la orne calent. Those who make a sxpe-
cili êtudy of birdâ, are ralled ornitheoogixi, ast they sludy
oruithologi-a prelly long uvord, but perbapa lt wli ual
scoen liard or difficuît, 1< reinember If 3'ou kaoîv that IL
meaus " bîri-dscourre," or as ccc may gay "blrd-taLk ";
tuine, whcu It waa foutid neceosary to have oue, wiva
maire from the Creck cirnis, a bird, sud Iogoo, a dîscourpe,
sud axcans 1he scieuce of bîrds. Oruilhologfists dîlffir aï
la the masulter lu which they groupeor clsslfy bird.e, but
they nearly aIl agrse in havlng a group or order of Wadero.
These arc birds wlth very lon.- bill, ueck, and legs, aud a
very short tl; the leg le also bars of feathers for soute
disance aboya tIhe lower joint, asd they înasly lîve lu
suarshes, or out the shores sear the water. These arc
further divlded Into several êtihorders, oit secout of
mînor différences, but thcy ail agree la the lssdlng poiuts
bere -named. The Waders luicinde bîrds of varions
aises, from thc 11111e plovers aud sand-plperso, op ta the
hitterus, the lieroils, sud the crautes. To show ilue gen-
erai appearauce o! the Waders, aad at tbe saine lime give
the portrait of a rather rare bIrd, bere la a îmctreofwhat
fl cailed tb. Wbooplug Crane, whlch la fannd lu Uic
Statesof theValley of the MALaissisppt,lin the Gulf States,
and occaalouaiiy lu the Xldle States. ILle o nc of the
graudeat of aur native btrds, IL belug hetweeu four and
five fret long. lis Plumage la eutlrely wvhite, except somns

-black on the wluge, iae legs are black, the head carmins.
The twvo bîrds ehowu lu Lime ceugraviiig. are uot dîffereut

cres, but an aid aud a young oue. The yaaag dosa ua
appear lu a white dres the fireI seasas, but goea about
lu niocleal gray and browu, and IL bas bacu mlatakeu for
a diffèreut bird. The fliibt a! thia criae la very hlgh
sud rapid, tend as lhey pan far over bead, their coarse
Iole, wichel gives Ihera the nams 0f Whooplug Craue,
uay be beard for a great distance. Itî sIeated Ihai wlieu
mvetiug, the male bird. have amycre fighMl, sud tléat. thelr
cries ai tfisl tirue bave beau beard for thres miles. They
fecd upour naal flhes, frugia and other reptiles, and ap-
out the roote of varions plante that Mw lu muddy piacts.
As lîmey pana froax Rorth ta South, tbey are sa14 ta stop
out the aucel-patw Ilde, Ici sarch for any potalasa
thal may bc lefI lit d1gqtng. Travelters ou the fac western
prairies, where the air la-sa peellartbat aIl distant thlaga
are etrangeiy itagulfled, tell numeroa sitgrlen af beîug
deceived by Ibis bIrd. One tcamsuterlbllowed one ofhese
crnes for several miles, tbîslig that IL vise a mule that
bad rilrayed front thc camp; snd au aid baniar bas becu
knowa tla crawl a long distaace on hie belly t. gels abaht
at whatl be Look for an antelope, sud b. cinly fouud ont
bie mlatake cehea bIs autelope tocik wlng aud ficw off as
a Wbaoplug Crane. They are exeeedlngly qulck ta catch
thc least toaud, and If ouce alarmed, they kcep an the
alert. IL la sa14 that these hîrds wons fcirmerly fourd. lu
New Jersey and other stera BStes, bât they bave becti
kllcd off or frlgliteaed away from, ail the tbickly eetlel
parts of the country. That auj anc shonld wlh la 1<1Il
such a noble bIrd, that la flot nsefhl for food, sud dosa uo
harmn ta any one, seema ual auty thaughtles but wlcked.
Wc do flot ouvy the feelings of anc wha, for the sake of
shootlag oomctiilug, can Stop the fllght of thîs beatihi
white Crsue, sud see IL drap a lifoleas mass of uselesa
flash sud blood-saaled feathers. Audnbou statea limaI
they become very tamif I captivlty, sud hie gîvesa as-
caut of the odd anîd suspIcious ways of aoce tha l be bad.


