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BY Tue REV. W. B. BLACKSTOCK,

ONE of the mont parplexing: irblans of Math-
odisni, lu commun with aIl the other Churches
.of the United States, is bow lu keap it4s own
youth. The risin4 genaration of Americens ia
ot specially adducted lu church-going. For
nme reeson or othar the ynung 1eopl who
imagine that tbey have ontgrowu JheSabbath.
school do ont as ganarally Sund their way lu the
public services of tha church on Sabbath as
could ha desirad. Soma are of opinion thit the
Sunday-scbnol itaelf, or the abuse of it, in lu
aone extant rasponsil 'e for this. The thaory
which bas beeu. onlyr ton widely accepted, that
the Sunday-acbool is the cbldrensa church, bas
beaun found to work well. Children who ha va
been sent aviir no regularly lu sebooi, but who
have flot beaun takien regcilarly lu t ha chureh
services, have either lu formi the habit of attenci-
lng public vorehip at e time when they are iaast
disposed lu learu it, or aine they are lu great
danger cf forming habite which vill have the
euiect of putting thamn practically hayond
religion inlene aIlgether. And in an ultra-
damocratie community, where the ides of au-
thnrity aen in the family existe ontly lu a very
ahedowy form, asa mie, there la spall danger
of this.

This dange is incrassed, by the intanslity cf
American lfia. It la the boust cf people here
thet tbey liva more lu a vaak than the mont of
other people do lu a montb. Notbing le doue
leisurely or b y halvas. Reposa in lu ha found
nowhere. Whether the pursuit of business, cf
plaesurs, of pover oreplace engages the attention
and ruiles the hour, ai ia flurry sud axcitemeut.
The Sabbath is oct an exception lu ibis mIe.
The typical lien cf the United States ara
New York sud Chicago. And no ne that
visita aither of these cities, sud lete hiseif out
on the Sunday lu sec what le goiug on, can
vonder that hobbladahoyhocd in seldomn fnund
lu churches fromn choice. Thari are too many
tbings lu ha meen, ton many forme cf axcitement
sud dissipation, lu allow thia cless cf the comn-
muuity lu fiud snything prtlcularly fecinat-
ing in a qet, sarinus, sud orer curch ser-
vice. havonder, then, that thos who h ave
ree.heal this perlnd lu Mie withont fnrmiug the
habit cf atteudingvworehip are sehIýum fouud in
church unies it be whare the pulpit barlequin
succeede lu attrectiug them by th a ccentrici-
tics of au oralury but litile lu harmnny vlth
the serinusnu of the osel and the revereuce
which inethe essentiel clamant in Divine vorebip.

The parplexing question la, What cen ha doue
lu remedy ibis evil ? The pravallug sentim ent,
no fer as vs have beea al to gather it from,
the convereations sud discussions wbicb teck
place at the Cantennlal Confereuce, lately hsld
au the clty cf Baltimore, @seims lu ha that if tIidanger le lu ha effectuall3 IrpLd wltb, Mii
p.oee mont be . à comncdlth family. Iii-

stead of allowlng the ebldren te b. spirltually
dry.nursed by Sunday-school teachers, however
excellent tbey may ha, parenti muet more dis-
tlnctly lace t h enaiusbility of ral ioualy, lu-
structlng aud ea cating tbemn Maesev6s.
Whila gratefully accepting the assistance of the
Sunday.school as iub.idie.ry to the farnlly. It,
muet not ha allowed tu take ils place ; neither
muet the instruction whicb it minusters ha taken
si an excuse for lae thoroughness of instruction
and training in the home. It le beginning,é
apparently, to corne home to the hearta of th
leeding men of Metbodism, and probably of al
the Churches, that n other ageucy cao, wltbcut

Inaclalois and miachiaf, taks the place of
wise, prudent, and thoroughly Christian fathers
aud mothers.

Anothar thought wbich seams tu ha forcing
itelf more aud more upon tho leadlng mmnde of
the Chnrch it, that greeter prominence requiras
tu ha given tu the pulpît, sé one of the Divlnaly

a inted mae&s for the religions education cf
ch ildhood. If a cbild cannot attend hoth the
Sunday.scbool and the regular churcb service,
the commun judgment of the membere of the
Centennial Cenference appeared lu ha, that the
Sundayeschool sbould ce given ujt, ot the
church service. The Pev. Dr. Vincent who la
oe of the muet entbumlatlc SabbatLaschool
men on tbis continent, expressed this sentiment
maith thieutmnost saphasis. Theusea entiment
vas repeatedly axpressed by others, aud as
oftan au it found expression, it vwu applauided
lu the echo. Inde d, tbough some other recomn-
mnondat ions vere mada on thie head, the utm..st
caution vas manifeatad lest anytbing should
aven have the appearanca of taking the plae or
trenchlng upon the fonction of the faniily aud
the pulpit. Both ministars and lsymen ap.

perd uhave a salutary draad of introduclng
ayorofmachinary that might by any pouf-.

bility have this affect.
Stili, lu view of what vas fait lu ha the

pressing exigencies of the ilin, they did ven-
tura, after very careful- sud thera le good
resson lu haliava very prayerful.-con.îdaration,
lu recommand what, if wisely menagad, la
thought lu have in it the pcssibility of mucb
good. It in notbing leus then the formation of
a great mutuel luoprovemant snciety, lu extend
througboul the antire danomination,l ha b koov
as the Oxford League.

Thia league in to have for ite object:- 1i. The
commemoration cf the meetings of certain atu-
dents et Oxford, England, between 1729 and
1787 pr][nipally undar the leadersbip of John
sud Chea Wesley, fromt vhich meetings vers
daveloped the greet religins avakeninge sud
revivals cf the lest century, by whicb the
doctrine sud spirit of the Aposlulic Cburch
wara again given lu their fuons« lu the world,
sud the power of the Primitive Church oce
more entablisbed.

1 «2. The furtberance of the fourfold objecta
cf the original Oxford Club, vis. :(1) The more
careful sud davout stndy cf the ifoly Scrlptures ;
(2) The cuitivetlnn uf e noblar sud purer par.
sonae Christima character; (3) The atudy of
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