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have rejoiced 10 flndi a pupil wbispering about bis Nvork, for it
gave evidence that bis mind. was voluntarily commeneing to
work. The best sigri a pupil can give of progress is a spirit of
inquiry. I amn careful nover 10 repress it wben once it begins
to be active. Frequently I have been obliged to quietly hi-nt iu
a private way thýat ho mus3t ho careful about bis S's, suggestinig
that they are bissing sibilants. Generally this is sufficient, but
if* not 1 talk to hlm alone, being very careful to keep bis confi-
dence, and urge on the spirit of inquiry wakened into activity.

Some teachers seem to be more anxious to keep order and
stop whispering, than routsing int action the sleeping energies
of the childtlen. Activity is the only evidence of life. A wbis-
pering, and even whistling, boy is wvorth a thousand times as
rnuch as a sleepy doit who basn't energy enough 10 kili a mos-
quito. I have seen a dul pupil S'o perfectly train ed by a " first-
class disciplinai'ian " (?) that he would sit for five minutes with
folded hands, eyes fixed on vaeuity, and let a mosquito bite him
on bis nose, and not dare to raise a band 10 brusb it off. I
wouldn't give a fig for sucli a pupil as that, or the twentieth
part of a fig for sueh a teacher.

A teacher bas something else to do than to spend bis time in
continually talking about order. I have beard sncb an address
as tbis at the opening of a scbool:

"Now, pupils, be careful 10 keep very quiet to-day. I amn
expecting visitors, and il would disgrrace us for itbfem to see any
of you wbispering. Don't laugh, move very quiet-iy, and -when
you are out at r2cess mnake no noise. Remember our motto:
Order is heaven's first law.'"

Isn't that a grood maxim ? I bave always been taught that il
lay ut tbe foundation of ail sebool grovernment.

It is the most pernicious maxim. ever posted on the walls of a
scbool-room. The thougbt is rigbt, if interpreted properly, but
most teachers understand it 10 mean that classes must move in
oxaet military precision, and that eeery recitation, rnut be
gruided by bbe law of suppression rather than activity and growtb.
The rnaxirn sbould read-

IlSystem is beaven's first law."

Tbe worst teac.bingr I ever saw was in a most Ilorderly"
scbooL Everything inoved like clock work. Eacb question
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