June 21a, 1893]

U8 in the practical use of Scripture, and
Yhe relative measure of study we bestow
Upon its several parts.
I have not attempted any regular state-
ment or discussion of the doctrine of in-
_Bpiration. I have not even adverted to
Beveral questions which a careful examin-
ation of the subject would bring forward.
Attention has been mainly directed to the
broad fact declared in our text, that “ All
ripture is given by inspiration of God.”
-What i said comes far short, thereiore,
of an adequate presentation of the teach-
of the Bible on this important topic.
Ctouclude with the following remarks :—

THE BIBLE ABSOLUTELY RELIABLE.
) (1) Since all Scripture is given by in-
~ "Piration of God, and is thus so valuable,
OW ideeply thamkful we should be for the
_ Possession of the Bible. The Bible is not
%ur  God nor our Saviour, but it gives
a.bsﬂlut-ely reliable informatiom regarding
*od and the way of salvation
"Jesuﬂ Christ our I.ord. How great our
. 988 had Secripture mot been  written ;
It 1 quite conceivable that all the reve-
tions contained in Scripture "had Dbeen
- Made, but that no infallible record of
them had been leit to us. In which case
knowledze of God’s mighty ncts and
Bracious manifestations of Himself need
~BOt have been entirely lost, but mizht
! t‘h"‘ﬁllgh various channels have been im-
; De"ectly couveyed to successive ages. But
- Qmiqget conflicting voices ol tradition, how
: &reat, in 4his case, the uncertainty and
.d"tl'!lction regarding the most important
. 8! We are not thus placed, for in
- Hy Wisdom and goodness the God of Re-
®mption has secured the faithiul and
%equate transmission of the story of
~&ace to all future ages. The Church’s
“*8chers may err, but the Scriptures can-
Bot. Tie religious literature—the theology
5 _\Of any perioldl may come under perverting
H hmuences, but the heavenly standard re-
Baing ynpafiected. There is the pole-star,
Meadfast in. its place in the sky, and it
*all continue to shime till lost in the
; ,t"a-'ﬂscen«dent light of the heavenly day.
- (2) As al Scripture is profitable ior
} -v"tl'ime, for reproof, for correction, for in-
;r‘t’l'lmti,om in righteousness, let us f{aith-
»'“l'ly use it for these ends. I.et us con-
\ ',t&ntly read and study it, and let us medi-
© Be upon it in the night watches. ** Let
the Word of God dwell in us richly, inall
.‘V'X”B(lom and spiritual understanding®* For
the law of the Lord is perfect, convert-
Y the soul; .the testimony of the ILord
-, BUre, makingz wise the simple. The
Matutes of the Lord are right, rejoie-
the heart; the commandment of the
y d is pure, enlightening the eyes. The
;‘»:‘s::‘r of the Lord is clean, enduring for-
< '®T; the judgments of the Lord are true
~ng righteous altogether. More to be de-
:‘:’d dre they than gold yea, than much
G ® &old ; sweeter also than honey and
i the honeycomb.” (Ps. xix., 7-10.).
':;"then Wwe read with intelligence and prayer,
i T I8 no fear that the Bible will occupy
“Our afiections a place due to God only.
Will lead us to God, not from Him, and
. Déver become His rival. They who
Rake 4
Yoy

through
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a fetigh of the Bible are not its de-
a t readers. But, really, with us the
‘m“bﬂ‘ ‘who treat the Bible as a charm
niu‘:{ry small; but those who meglect it,
o ¢ are a multitude.
3*"‘91'(8) If Scripture has the character as-
to it in the text, we Protestant
ans should never forget how surely
: @ Waintenance of evangelical Christian-
’;‘u; and freedom I8 bound up with the
.ty ™€ of the Bible. Let Seripture lose
4, Place ‘of reverence and authority—let
‘r:‘we Authority be seriously impaired—and
4y ®hall inevitably suffer from Rome on
: O® hand and from a dead rationalism
TR other.
{2:::‘0“ of the Scriptures would soon ex-
Ce decline. .
%;'%:,“t. fathers and brethren, we catnot
Ewy, ¢ that the Lord is among us, and He
s Pregerve His Word in due honor.
Wany sonls ag are seeking for the light
‘ lng tor Goa—will earnestly study it.
Cop Gﬂla:uy a3 long for a fuller knowledge
N:: and for communion with Him will
g te in it day and night. The vari-
. SXDerieuces of God’s children will
~-UD more fully to them the amazing
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Our zeal, also, for the cir- .
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treasures of His Holy Word. He will
Himsell speak to us through apostles and
prophets, till that which is perfect has
come, and we shall know even as we are
known, and see face to face.

AFTER THE SERMON.

At the comclusion of the sermon the
General Assembly was constituted by
prayer, led by the retiring Moderator.
The roll was called by Assistant Clerk
Rev. Dr. Campbell, when about 250 minis-
ters amnd elders answered to their names,
including representatives from every quar-
ter of the Dominiom, though a large num-
ber, especially from the extreme east and
west, have not yet arrived in the city.

THE MODERATOR RETIRES.

Principal Caven them rose and announc-
ed that the time had now arrived for him
to retire from the chair, aud he asked for
nominations for his successor. He thanked
the Assembly of 1893 for the honor done
him by the Assembly of 1892, adding, t hat
the duties of the position had been not
only not onerous, but had been made ex-
tremely pleasant, by the fine spirit which
had pervaded the last General Assembly,
and would doubtless again prevail dur-
ing this present gathering.

THE NEW MODERATOR,

Rev. D. M. Gordon, of Halitax, then nom-
inated Rev. Thos. Sedgewick, D. D., of
Tatamagouche, N. 8., as Moderator for
1893. This was seconded by Rev. John
Forrest,[.LI.. D., also of Halifax, both gen-

tlemen speaking in highly eulogistic terms -

of their nominee. There being no iurther
propositions- the doctor was declared un-
an.mously elected, and whas escorted to
the platform by his proposers amid warm
amd general applause. The Moderator-
elect Dbriefiy returned thanks- jor the
honor done him. He declared that he was
at a loss to understand why he had been
chosen, for  &single-hearted devotion to
the interests of the Church was a char-
acteristic of all present. Ii he mizht
hazard a comjecture, he believed the choice
had been made as a recognition of that
large and Zoodly fellowship with which
h> had bemn so long un'ted and identi-
fi-d —the country brethren. He would say
but. l:ttl2, nor should they 2xpect much,
for although the pres:nt method o, select-
ng a Moderator had many disadvantages,
te which n2 trusted they would give early
attenton, it certainly had the advantagxe
of preventing a lengthy speech irom the
newly elected incumbent of the chair.
Continuing, Dr. Sedgewick said they were
pleased to be meetirg in the city of
Brantiord, and already they realized the
k'md thoughtfulness of
made for their comfort and convenience.
Their minds were saddeped with the
thoughts of many fathers and brethren
who had been taken from them during
the year, an unusual number, he thought.
But he rejoiced to believe they had gone
to their reward. He was thankful ior the
continuedd  evidences of the presence
of God in their midst. What an enlarge-
ment had taken place in their horders!
What a contrast between this Assembly
and the first Synod it was his privilege
to attend ! God had given thiem peace,
too, for while other Churchés were torn
with dissemsions within and dangers
without, they had had harmony and pros-
perity. But they must ever bear In mind

that this would only comtinue so long as.

the Church remalned what she had been
in the paast, the pillar anil ground of the
truth. (Applnuse). !

A cordial vote of thanks was thien ten-
dered Principal Caven for
and ability in the chair, and for the im-
pressive pud excellent sermon delivered
this evening, a sermon so suitable for
the needa of the times.

In tendering the vote, Dr. Sedgewick
sald that the sermou was not the least
of the mamny services the doctor had
rendered to the Church.

The Business Committee then presented
its first report through Dr. Torrance,

‘and the sederunt closed at 10 o’clock.

SECOND DAY.

At 11 o'clock the regular busjness be-
gan iwith a report from the Business Com-
mittee, presented by Dr. Laing, of Dundas.
Prineipal . Caven, ' ex-Moderator, formal-
ly reportedl that acknowledgments had

s \ - - :

" Dr. T. Cheristie, D.

the preparations .

his ecourtesy -

‘“member this

been ‘received from the Queen and tle
Governor-General of the loyal addresses
sent to them by order of last General As-
sembly. The Moderator reported the fol-
low.ng committee om the reception of
minigters :—President Forrest (Convener),
L' M. Morrison, A. T. Love, W. ‘I Her-
ridge, W. T. Wilking, G. M. Milligan, Dr.
Fletcher, P. Scott, Dr. Duval, A. J. Me-
leod, P. MecLeod, ministers ; and Hon. M.
H. Goudge, J. Wiulett, W. Paul, John
Kean, J. K. Macdonald, F. Rogerson, R.
McQueen, Hugh Rutherford, John Patter-
sou, John Charlton, M. P., J. McKelvie,
elders. The usual documents relative to
matters to <ome before this committee
were laid Defore the Assembly and iorm-

ally transmitted. A number of ayp-
plications {or licensure as students,
and the retirement o ministers were

submitted and referred to commit-
tees, to be named by the Moderator ut
the aiternoon sederunt. The Assembly ad-
journed at 12 o’clock noon.

When the commissioners reassembled
after lunch the Moderator announced the
following committees, appointed by him-
self, as instructed by the Assembly :—

‘ommittee on remits—Revs. S. Houston,
J. A. Caviu , ministers ; G. Gillespie, elder.

Retirement bf ministers—Revs. D. J.
Macdonnell, John Robbins, D. J. Fraser,
Dr. Armstrong, J. R. Mecleod, Princlipal
Caven, Dr. W. A. MecKay, R. G. McBeth,
J. A. McDopnald, ministers; and Andrew
Walker, E. L. Thorne, Dr. W. Thompson,
E"oxt;heringhwm, J. A,
Paterson, Johm Cameron, R. IL.awrie, H.
M. Campbell, R. Balmer, elders.

Committee on standing committees—

Revs. J. McMillan, G. Bruce, Dr. Moore,
R. Campbell, D. C. 8., Alex. Gilray, Dr.
M. Iraser, R. H. Myers, Dr. Bryce, Alex.
Robson, A. B. Winchester, ministers ; Jas.
Forrest, Isaac Creighton, W. Drysdale,
Warden King, J. N. L. Stevenson, Chas.
Davidson, A. J. McKenzle, Adam Spence,
D. Goldie, W. R. Ross, Hamilton Cassels,
elders. .
. Committee on students—Revs. Dr. Gregg
(Convener), D. M. Gordon, H. H. McPher-
son, K. McLennan, Dr. McNish, J. K. Smith,
J. A. McKean, G. Bursoa, Dr. Jobn Thomp-
son, D. Campbell, P. Langille, ministers,
and F. Faleoner, D. Chamberlain, G. Hay,
Jas. Jack, W. B. McMurrich, Judge Creas-
or, A. Marshall, Dr. MacDonald, David Mor-
rice, Mortimer Clark, elders.

ORDINATION OF MISSIONARIES.

A number of overtures were then taken
up, the first being from the Presbytery of
Renfrew and Lanark, asking that the au-
thority of the Presbytery be recognized
by the Forelign Mission Committee at the
designation services of female missionar-
ies.

Rev. A. H. Scott, of Perth, supported
the .overture, and Dr. Campbell, Renfrew,
followed him.

Rev. Dr. MacDomald, Seaforth, pointed
out that designation services, not consti-
tutionally recognized by the Church, should
take the form o{ a good-bye service by
the Foreign Mission Committee.

On motion the overture was passed on
to the Foreign Mission Committee. °

WORK AMONG THE MORMONS,

The next overture wias from the Pres-
bytery of {algary, amemt the work of
evangelizing the Mormons of the North-
west, The necessity for the Presbyterlan
Church taking up the work seemed to be
admitted on every hand, but the difiiculty
was as to which branch of the Church
wiork the matter referred, neither the
Home wmor Foreign Mission Boards belng
inclined to take up the matter.

Dr. Laing supported the overture and
moved a resolution to recelve it and ap-
prove the zeal of the Presbytery and re-
fer the matter to the Home Mission Com-
mittee, ‘with instructioms to act in con-
junction with the Calgary Presbytery and
go forward with such missionary endeavor
as they might consider necessary.

The resolution was supported by Dr.
Robron of Fort Qu'Appelle, N.W.T., Rev.
P. Straith, Innerkip, and Rev. W. 8.,Ball,
Vanneck.

Dr. Cochrane, convener of the Home
Missjor, Board, pointed out that the
Board had its hands full now and that the
entering into this work was an immense
undertaking, involving a great expendi-
ture. and, while not opposing the resolu-
tion. he hoped the Ascembly would re-
and rfuggest where the
morey was to come from.

Rev. W. T. Herridge, Ottawa, suggest-
ed the division of the.rezolution and this
was agreed to, the clauses approving of
the zeal of the brethren at Calgary and
commending the owrk to the Home Mis-
sion Board being adopted, and that por-
tion which gave instructions in the mat-
ter as to further action was left >ver toa
later date. ’

PROF. CAMPBELL'S CASE,

It being 4 o’clock the order of day spec-
ially appointed for that hour was taken
up, namely, the receiving and considera-
tlor o’ an overture from the Presbytery
o’ Maitland, having reference to the teach-
ings contained in a recent lecture deliv-

. erel by Prof. John Campbell, ‘LL.D,, of
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)’Ioutreal College, at Queen's College,
K.ugston, any entstleu, ‘'Lhe rer.ect ook
O b reriecy acher ¥ Lhe overturs read

v U8 10LI0OWsS ©

" unuving seen no notice or overiure by
o.her . resbytery upon vhe rume sub-
the Uresbyvery o, smaitiand overture
veuaeribie  the Generai Awsembly o

the 1resbyceérian Chureh m Canada, cited
to leet i the Cuy o, Branttord, Oat,,
oa the 14ih day o June, 1893, a8 10ilows:

Whereas an miuisters at their ordination
il aupro.es.ors at their nduetion into
PLOLEssOcias  chairs in the colleges o1 the
vresvylerian Church in Canada, :olemniy

declare that they believe the Scriptures

0« the Ot and New Testaments to he the

any
t e
che

words 0. God and the only infallible Fule'

O Iaith and manners, and that they be-
liev: the Westiminster Coniession of raith

as adopted by this Church on the basgis of .

unjon 16 be sounded on and agreeable to
the word o. God and promise in their

teaching raithrully to adhere thereto; and .

whereas, the Rev. John Campbell, LL.D.,
boch a¢ his ordination and also at his in-
duction into the chair oi Chureh History
and Apologetics in the Presbyterian Coi-
lege, Montreai, made the foregoing de-
claration o. beief and gave the foregoing
prcinire, being the indispensable eondi-
tion of his sald ordinution and Induction;
and. whereus, the Rev. John Campbhel,
LL.D., proies or oi Church History and
Apologetics in the Presbyterian College,
Montreal, has, in an address delivered by
hiue - Convocation Hall, Queen’s College,
Kingston, February 28, 1893, corrected by
himeelf for publication, made use of
language highiy derogatory to the char-
acter o: God, to the character and Inspir-
ation of the Scriptures, and the charac-
ters and writings of the ingpired penman,
etce.. as for example : ““ The prevaliing Old
Testament notion
that of an oriental monarch subject tono
law, ruling absolutely, sitting upon the
circle o the earth and looking down wup-
on its grasshoppers beneath; a warrior
king he goes rorth to fight for Israel
ugaicet the rest of His children, an aven-
ger He takes the little ones of Babylon
and dashe; them against the stones, ete.:
we fibe. God tempting Abraham to commit
murder and David to number Israet to his
people’s destruction ; sending lylng spirits
to deceive, and commanding Hoeea to sin
1iltbily, save in the book of Job, 21st chap-
ter o+ I. Chronicles, and a few other
places. The  Old Testament writers
merged two supernatural agents most di-
verse iu power and character, namely,
God and His ereature the devil, into one.
If yoa are an intelligent Christian, zeal-

ous for your Father’s reputation, you can .

read between the lines and tell when God
speaks and when the evil one, but your
reading does not exonerate the sacred
writers.

Lord that

healeth thee, for He sends.

plague and pestilence on Egyptian, Israel-

§te and Assyrian, It is of infinitely more
importance to believe in an infallible God

thau in an infallible book; the latter s

vulgar idolatry. When I come to inves-
tig:ete this book I find that those to whom
God spake at rundry times and in divers
manner had very differemt and comtradiec-

tory views of God. The infallible teaching.

of Christ reveals the fallibility of pre-
ceding teachers. The divine perfections
set forth in the New Testament declare
the untruthfulness of the statement in
Samuel.” And much more of the same
nature; and, whereas, watching over
anl preserving to the Church the sound
teackirg of the Scriptural standards .in
her colleges and pulpits is a primary duty

of the Supreme Court of the Church; there- g

for: the Presbytery of Maitland humbly
overtures the venerable the General As-
semkbiy to take such steps, with the least

delay, in the premises as shall uphold in
the colleges of the Church the teachings -

of" he. Scriptural standards, remove from
the minds of the people the well-ground-
ed anxlety and alarm awakened by the

addres- at Kingston, complained of, and '

denl with T'ro’. Campbell ag falthfulness to
himseli and to the best interest o! the
Church demand.” Rev. A. Hartley, of

Bluevale, was commissioned to support the

overiure be‘ore the Ascembly in comjune-

tion with Rev. Angus McKay, of Lucknow. ‘

Belore  Mr. Hartley could reach the
plat’orm to speak to the overture Rev
Dr. D. 1. McRae, of Collingwood, rose to
4 peint of order, contending that it was
utterly incompetent for the Asrembly to
deal with the matter as It stood at pre-

sent, ac the Montreal Presbytery had It

under their consideration, and it must be

concerning God was .

It is in vain, God says I am the .

dealt with by that body first. The Mod- . .

erator ruled that it was competent to re-
ceive and consider the overture, but that
when any motion was offered or action
suggested Jater in the proceedings the
question o! competency might po:sibly
arise. On behalf of Montreal, Principal
MacVicar explained that the Presbytery
was proceeding in the matter according
to the laws of the Church and had ap-

pointeC a committee to confer with the:

accused. ~ Upon hearing this the Modera-
tor appealed to the representative: 'of

Maitland Presbytery to withdraw thelr.

overturc or refer it to Montreal,nnd the
proporat was met by some applause, while
others expressed dissent, and Mr. Hartley,
N o
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