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B Y TI2RleIV . known te the Constitution as a mlddle-man, or, as
BE -- the Licut.- GoSernor cf Quebec would put kt, " tol

gâte " n~en The tbcory cf the Constitution is that
'ltobtîîg Cc , zo.t., Mip-lsters of State and their subordinates attend to

TORONTO. #',je business of the people. That is what tbey are
paid foi dcing. Perbaps Mr. Pacaud may describe
the services of a mliddle min. Wbat doas ha do

nAdvance. for bis fiftV thousand or one hundred thousand
isce=93r , fn pet Ir.ltno; dollars. Thesc are -e sums cf moea>. The

ve .I W greatcst lavyer in England can ha retained in any
np»,jjfflonbIa advudiigs ordinary case for thae tîalf cf $5o,Woo. How on

carth <an a man cf àMr. Pé.cauds 6izCceore te get
$Iooooo for services that cre unknown te, the Con-
,t~ tluion " WVhat meut peope would like to know

~I~44 4,, luwby a iddle nman ilu ,-,ded in dcaling witlî a
Gnvernment, and what no doas after ha bas been re-

Stained.* In a Young country like Canada whcre
VEMBER 4 th, 1891 moniry is net any tee p1cntiful a man should do a

- good dral for a hundrcd thousand dollars.

G ONIMENTING (n the Ilimpudence and folly"of anl attack made on an English xrier bv a
minista'r of bis own Church in one cf the journals cf
tha denomination to whkch both belongcd, the British
Week1y gencralizes fil this way:

Let a Nonconfarmisi mînister master the immense difri.
culties so far as ta gel a hearing from intelligent and aspiring
young men and n the world ci literaturc, and ha wîlI find that
the curs who snap nt his heels are almost always ai is own
Church, and that recogntian crimcs ta ham-aften too gener
ously-from those wbom ha least expected ta give i.
That unlovcly condition cf things is net hy any
means confined te English Nonconformity. Let a
Presbyterian minister in Canada get a bearing in
the world cf letters anîd the Ilcurs ivho snap at him"I
are ncarly always ministers cf bis owvn Church.
Principal Willis understood the situation wben ha
used te lamnent the lack of esprt de corps in the clani
cal profession.

Q UR Methodist friands have a habit cf asking
)distinguisbed outsiders te aadress their Con-

férences, Councils and other great gatherings. If
ive rîghtly rernembcr,hbotb Sir John Macdonald and
Mr. Blake have addrassed the General Conference of
Canada. Whatevcr may ha said about the custom
it certainly worked well at Washington. The ad-
dress cf President Harrison was a mode]. Fraternai
witbout being gusby, religions in tone %without the
slightest suggestion of cant, it made a fine impres-
sien. The President is a Preshyterian eIder, and
the qualitias cf the solid, sensible Presbyterian
eider were clearly sean in every paragraph cf his
address. By the %vay, the Presîdents term cf office
will soon expire. We bear nothing against him ex-
cept the usual party cries. When ha %vent to
Washington it %vas prediated that his religion wvauld
net long stand the atmospbere cf the capital. It
seems te have stood the test very well, and we hope
and believe the Preshytertan eider %vll leave Wash-
ington unsmirchad. Thc Presgdant is a good mari,
and enicys the respect of ail decent men, even aniong
his political opponients. May' bis succassor ha
equally gcod.

THE r-umneaical Courîcil at Washington made
Tthe usual mistake cf trying te do toc mucb.

There wera tee many paperq and net enaugh cf
fime for discussion. A livel> suggestive paper
naturally exccites discussion. Hlf the affect is lust
if thare is not time for anybady te say anything.
and the situation is net much improved if there is a
little time and half-a-dozen memL!rs are trying te
Cet a hearing. We hope the Pan-Prashyterian
Council, te ba held in Toronto next yaar, vil l ot
attempt tee long a programme. Half-a-dozen sub-
jects wall thresbed eut are much hetter than a dozen
on wbich there has been nothing said by anybody
except the gentleman who read a paper. This is
oeaof the cases in which the balf is greater than the
iwhole. Besides, many membars of a great body are
net quita prepared te sit silently and be read te for
a week or ten days. They may think that tbey cani
threw soe light on the subjects discussed, and
quite frequently the> can. The man who reads the
paper is net the only mnember who knows anytbsng
about the subject. Earnest, livet>' discussion is thie
thing wanted. Listening te, the hast papers ever
read becomes monotoncus in a wteek et tan days.

MR. PACAUD, the gentleman wvho bas figured
mj3o pominently in Quebec politics of late,

teck stàuid the other day and told the commission-
ers bis stery in the coolest and most business-like
way imaginable. In bis cress-axamination Mr-.
Pacaud did net explaini 'Why middle-men are so
much needL d in Quebec. Thera is ne such officiai

A T a meeting cf prominant citizens bcld theether day in Teronto te discuss the municipal
situation, oeaof the speakers said Iltbcy did flot
want a popular man for mayor, oeawbo could
shako bands and ha axtramely pleasant. They
wantcd a man wbe cauld put municipal affairs in
proper condition." Toronto is net by any means
the only municipality that needs men cf that kind.
The nice man wvbe shakes bands, eniquires fer the
%vife and kisses thd baby is well cnaugh in bis way.
but lis relgn in municipal affairs generally ends in
typhoid and hcavy taxes. The people whe pay the
taxes are heginning te Iearn that if municipal
business is ta ha propcrly donc it mue~. bc dor.z by
business men and net b>' mare ward politicians wvho
have nothing te do but shake hndu, enquire for
the babies and work Up tha" boys." The day cf
the mare "niice fellow " in municipal politics is
about over in many municipalities. It was a costly
day for soe towns and cities. The primitive
backvoods idea that anybody who talks te the peo-
ple can manage their business, must go, and the
sooner it goas the hatter. The people have leatned
a feiv things in the school cf experienca, and though
tha fees were high tha lassons wvere useful. About
a century hence the Churclîes will leamn that a min-
istar who can do bis Masters work is cf more use
than one who nieraI>' shines at a small tea part>'.

A AIEDICAL practitioner cf Illinois professes
te have discovared a certain ramnedy for

chronic drunkanness, or, as it is non, polîtaly called,
"*alcoholism." If the remnedy fails, the failura xill
net arise item undue modesty in the discoverer. Dr.
Kceley, for that is the gentleman's naine. said in a
recent interview:

1 wli take aay dtch-drunlcard, sod'iened and saturatecl
by twea:y years ai alcoholic debauch, sober hinm in twenty
minutes, t.ut short bas worst speil san îao hours, cake him Irom
irebriety ta sobnety wthaut nervous shaark or dîstress, and
leave him antagouistic ta alcaholir 'iquors of every sort and
kiad, and in the meantima gave him ail the iquors hae calis
for-and with the confident assurance that ba wll drap the
liquar habit oi bis awra free wal ma5de of three days, navertot
take it up again while flue Iasts.
If Dr. Keeley can do that hae will prove the greatest
henefactor cf the human race that this century bas
produced. Of course the ',if " makes ait the dtffer-
ence in the world. But why should an>' one feel
certain that in se far as drunkenness is a physical
dîseasa medical science will neyer find a renxedy for
it. The science that in many cases deals success-
fully witb choIera, smallpox, and ot'er deadly
dîseases ma>' yet find a remnedy for alcoholism in se
far as alcobolism is a physical malady. It is ad-
mitted, xve believe, that Dr. Keele>' lias treated many
cases wvth apparent success. But then the " faith
cure," " Christian science," and several other modern
inventions have bad thear apparent trîuimphis. In
this as in many ether things tirne is the only reliabla
test.

PROM time irrmnemorial tbe peasantry cf theFSouth cf Ireland have bean the prey cf sel-
fish,cdesigning politicians. The qualities cf theIrish
beart that make an Iribmait a faveurita the world
over have been used by ambitieus demnagogues te
bring about such scenas as that enacted the other
day in Cork. In eut cwn Province cf Quebec we
have a situation painfully similar. Unider'wisa and
patriotic leaders andafreed freai tha trammals cf tha
Hierarchy our French fellow-citizens might easily bc
ameng the hast citizenu cf the Dominion. Tha
hahitans are a peaceahie, frugal, industrious, econom-
ical people. but dia>' are easily exciter3, casil>' lad,
and have heen taught for generations te dapend tee
much on tha Goverament. Under wise and strong

leadership they could easily have been taught tfj
exorcise self-control and encouragcd te bhelp the- 1.
selves instcad of loolcing te the Govcrnment for
assistance ini making local Improvements. Befort
orators of thec Mercier and Chapleau type, armcd
with racial and rel'gious cries, they are. plastic as
putty. It is difficuit te sec how a cris.s of somne
kind can long be averted. With a clebt of thirty
millions a chronic annual delicit of haif a million.
with aters of credit that cannoe bc cashed, and the
powce of borrowing in Europe gone or seriously
impaired, sensible people cannet help asking what
ncxt? The Dominion can scarcely affurd, aven if the
people were willing, to shouldet a debt of Iiiirty
millions for any of the Provinces. The commission
now sitting may do something to clear the politicai
atmosphera, but tbat will not pay the debt. And
even if it did thcre would soon be more debt. Just
as long as dicre arc unscrupulous politicians who
want vote;, and elcctors wvho are willing to vote for
the candidate who promises to 0 do something " for
tlwm, there will always bc debt.

CHRIS TIA N WQRK CONFERENCES.

LT is sometimes asked, privately of course,
whetlher there is need for ail the public gatîter.

ings of thosc associated in varlous forms of Cbras.
tian work. The question lu occasionally put, 's
it necessary te bave se, many conferenceg and con.
vcntions ; cannot tho!,e who are enlisted In the
work of active good doing go about that worlc
quietly and steadily without periodically challeng.
ing public attention and making the usual numberor speeches and passing the resolutions customarily
submittcd on such occasions? Well, there is na
doubt that a degîe ci human nature is visible in
conventions as wvcll as elsewvhere, but it is stiil
more clear that periodical gatherings cf those
cngaged in the same kind cf wi..rk arc eminently
heipfui te, the %vorkers and advantageous te ith-
cause in which they are specially interested. The
time occupied by conventions in generai is welîspent. They may vary in degres cf usefuines,,
sortie being batter managed than others, but few
who ha%,e been in the hetbit cf attcnding them
viould be %villing te, forage, the advantages they
.fford. The quiet, stcady wotker, invaluable in the
îiphere he or she occupies, may faîl inte routine ways

it would bc better te avoid. Workers cccasionaîiy
get discouraged, and meeting in convention with
fellow-worktrs bas a %onderfully reassuring and an
inspiring tffect.

Then tbe real worl< if the convention, the con-
sideration of the best mneans cf prornoting the cause
fur which it is organized, eliciting and comparing
the best thoughts cf the most ardent and enthts-
astic mnerbere, tend te the concentration and intelit.
gent direction cf eff)rt. People miay return te tuait
fields of accustomed labour physically fatigued, but
there is a bueyancy of spirit and a firmer purpose
te take up the work, temf 3rarily interrupted, with
greater zeai and resoluteness. T-e convention
elevates tha aimns and motives of those engaged in
practical work, enlarges their ideas and braces them
te, more strenuous endeavour. Holding these
stated meetings brings their work under the notice
cf the public-. Intereît in beneficent, philanthropie
and Christian activity is tbereby extend.-d, and thus
greater good is secured. The convention as a
modern institution is an established fact. It is in
harmony with present-da>' idep's, and proceeds on
the principle that it is a prol. thing te take the
people into its confidence.

Three notable conventions have been held within
the last two weeks. The Convention cf the Provin-
cial Association cf Christiai. Erideavour Societies
at Peterborough brought tnis expanding agency of
Christian work inte promninence. The rapid and
steady grewtb cf this movement is remarkable. It
bas demonstrated thaL it fils a place that was practi.
cally unoccupied. The vigour, freshness and zeal
of the young -people in the Churches. had ne suffi-
cientoutiet, no-distinctive field for the exercise of
tneir enargies; Ik wasunorganized and-undisciplined.
Thbis. new niovemant bas-met with a. widaýand most
cordial response, and the readiness wth %vhich the
young people have enrolled under -its banner is
simply surprising;. The character oif the special
work te, whichî't is devcted is ne lass remarkable.
While in varieus ways tendencies tei sacularize the.
the work of the Church ara plaini>' di5cernible, it 1,
te ha noted that the vzerk of the Chistian Enda
veut Societ>' 15distinctivel>' spiritual Its alm is ta
bring the young under direct Christiari influences,
and te, aid in the advancacnent of spiritual life ii
the congregations te which its members respactively
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