SINOD OF TORONTO AND KINGSTON.
1HE CONFERENLE,

\While the Synod as an intermediate court between the Presbytery
il the Ceneral Assembly has a distinct place and its own special
wark todu, it is_not looked upon generally as of the same practical
importance as cither the primaty or supreme coust of the Church,
Of Tate years it has been the purpose of those who are concerned for
the fuller development of the spiritual life of the Chutch to enlarge
the ppertunity of holding conlerences in connection with the annual
Synodical meetings. These have not anly been deeply interesting but
they have been the means of imparting a fresh slxmurusto the spinituas
life of the Church and adding to the zeal and fervour of those who are
engaged in active Christian work.

The Cooference which opened in the Presbyterian Church,
Orillia, Monday might, was at its fiest session & most enjoyable and
profitable meeting.

Rev. James Middlemiss, 1) ., of Elora, presided, and opened
the proceedings with devotional services ; the excellent choir of the
congregation tuming out in full numbers and leading the service of
praise with effectjveness, In a bnef but comprehensive address, Dr,
Middlemiss defined the work of the Holy Spinit in the economy of
redemjtion, specifying the direct agency of this thied person of the
Godhead in the conviction of sin, the work of cepentance, preparing
the mindfor the reception of Christ as a personal Savioue, and the catry-
ing on of the wotk of sanctiication. The perscnality of the Holy
Spint was not realized with sufficienc distinctness. We needed 2
cleaser apprehension of that divine personality.  The promise of the
gift of the Holy Spirit was as vld as the revelation of God's purpote
of relemption ~ The ancient praphets foretold with disunctness the
full and glorious outpouring of the Holy Spitit. It was in the New
Testament dispensation that thet promise was to receive its ade-
quate fulfilment. But that tulfilment had not yet had anything hke
s full realization. \Why was 1t that there was so much barrennessin
the life and work of the Chuech to-day. Thete were conversions
Lut they occurred only here and there and were comparauvely few.
This led to the impression on the part of some that little else was to
be expected until Chrst's second coming,  Let us not chetish a spirit
of despondency. The hindiances ate in outselves. [t is unbelief
that is the cause of the deadness. Oae thing is certain, the fulfilment
of Gud's prumises is sure, it is only delayed. Let us then enter on
this conference in an camnest und hopeful spirit. Conversions ate
numerous among the heathen, Lut unbelief 15 strong in Chnstian
lands. The strong man armed 1s in terrible carnest knowing that
the time is short; it 15 a determined effort to resist the kingdom of
God.

Rev. John Somerville, Owen Sound, iatroduced the st topic for
consuleration, ** The Holy Spirit 10 His peesent oftice to the Church.”
11e held that the persunahity shouald Le (ar more distinctly emphasized
than we were in the habit of doing. It was teo common a thing in
out preaching to speak of the Spinit as 11, nstead of a divine lvang
persunality, and to speak of the influence of the Holy Spint as of
something vague and undefined. It was the living power aud energy
of the Holy Spirit that was the nced of the Charch to-day in her life
and work.

Rev. Alexander Jackson, Galt, in the absence of Rev. D. C.
Johnston, Beavetton, introduced the next topic, ** The Essential
1) 1alification for Acceptable Work, *being filled with the Spait.” "
Tfe also spoke of a fuller realization of the divine personality of the
tloly Spint. The apostles had in their traiming under the immediate
teaching of Jesus Christ advantages and puvileges far beyond what
were now enjoyed, yet after His ascension they were commanded to
wait until they wete endued with power from on high. Thete ought
to be fuller and more complete dependence on the Holy Spint 1n
evesy sphere of Christian activity and less of that self-conscious look-
ing for results, Success and failure could not rightly be tolerated in
tangible results. God was the Judge, and faithfulness, trust and
obedience were sequired of us,

Rev. J. McAlpine, Chatsworth, said that in the natural aphere
every exercise of force was in reality accomplished by God's power.
Whether men recognized this or not there was divine power at the
back of it. Men could accomplish important results 1n the natural
sphere, e en though they did not recogmze God's power, The differ-
ence in the spiritual sphete was that without a devout secognition
of the divine power we could accomplish nothing.

Rev. Dr. Parsons, Toronto, defined acceptable work as work
that God will accept. All work is dependent on personality.
Satan s try.ag to dnve out personality. He seeks to do bis
work by means of regenerate petsons—prompting them to engage
in Christian work as the natural man wotks. The Holy Spimt
is indwelling and should prompt, animate and sustain every en.
deavour, every action Oaly under the indwelling, controlling
and ditecting power of the Spitit can accertable wosk for Christ
be done. This covers everything in the believer's life. If we are
not filled with the Spirit of Christ we are filled with the Spirit of
Satan. The one excludes the other, Every liehiever isa chosen wit-
ness of Christ.

Brief rematks were then made by Rev. Messts. S. 11, Eastman,
Oshawa, J. B. Duncan, 1. A. K. Dickson and othets, and the meet.
ing was brought to 2 close with praise and with the benediction.

The conference re-opened on Tuesday morning, Rev. John Gray,
D.D., occupied the chair and conducted the devotional seevices,

Rev. D. McTavish, D.Sc., opened the conference with an ad-
dress oo the ** Holy Spirit in 1is relation to the world,” What do
we mean by the world 2 Men so0 ungodly and in their heatt oppased
tu the Lord Jesus Christ, and all influences, eogagements and pleas-
ures used by the wicked one to seduce the soul from Christ.  The
oftice of the Holy Spint in relation to this world is first to produce
conviction of sin. Man in his natural state does not see sin. It is
the work of the 1loly Spirit to bring home to the mind the fact of
regeneration an absolute necessity. Common methods of reform are
not sufficient  This only produces a temporary and partial improve-
ment. The regeneration of the soul is the only mode by which the
world can Le benefited. External organization may bLe very promis.
ing, but it is only superficial. It will not do to rest satisfied with
these outward means. The agency thruugh whom the Spirit worksis
regenerated men. The instrument used Ly regenerate men is the in-
spited word of God. 1t is sometimes said that we should preach on
topics of the day. The word of God is the only instrument we are
warsanted to use.

Dr «Parsons stated that uwing to illness in his fataily Rev. J. M.
Cameron was unable to be present and take part in the conletence.
The Holy Spirit, he said, wotks in the wortld througis His own se-
lected agents. Al believers have a upecial responsibility ia relation
1o every service. The Holy Spirit gives every one his opportuaity
and all should be Christ's witnesses. The duty of ali professing
Christians is to take a deep interest in all the varied aspects of God's
wotke

Dr. ]. B, Fraser. Dr. Clatk and Rev. J. McAlpine made a tew
remarks on persnnal disagreement as hindeances to the Haly Spirit’s
work. The last namsd gentlemaa thought, however, that the con-
ference sheuld continue in line with the Spirit and purpose of the
opening temarks. There ought to be a spirit of entire dependence
on the divine Spirit, and of self-renunciation. To realize this the life
must be thotoughly consecrated. Rev. Alex. Jackson thought that
while thete might be great divetsities among brethren the Holy
Spirit can bless all who seek siacerely to do the Lord’s will.  Dr,
McTavish gave a few words in reply,

* Obsesving distinction beiween regenerate and unrcgenerate as
noted in the Epistles and needed in our congregations,” was iatro.
duced by Rev. Samuel Houston, M.A., Kingstoo. It wasnot the
topic that he would have at firs. sight selected for treatment, only it
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had been assigned him, Are these terms found inthe Epistles? Ate
the thoughts there ? Whom had the writets of the Epistles in view
when they were penned? They ‘wrote to the one class not to the
other. Christ addresses unbelievers. The Epistles ate intended for
saints, undeveloped not ideal but yet saints. They were written to
help those who professed Christ.” Perfection was set before them.
Unbelievers ate urged to accept Christ by implication. The pro-
mises are for the believers, the others here shut themselves out so
long as they continue in that class, Thete are invitations and ex
hortions addressed to the unbelieving but the peace and jay are nat
vet for them. What is to be made of these distinctions? Ate we
giving suficient attention ta the edification of believers? We must
aim at burning into consciences that in God's sight there are two
classes and only two. There is a latent idea that there is a third class
lying between these two—a large class. It is made up of good, decent,
honest people,  This latent theoty renders all ihe more necessaty the
emphasizing of the fact that there are only two classes. The right
to gcnam promises and comforts of Scripture is often fallaciously
made.

Rev. Mr. Cameron, Cannington, thought that there was too
much preaching to those who claimed to be believers and not
enough to the uncunverted, There ate signs by which we may know
whether the Spirit is with us.  Dr. Parsons thought that we ought
to present the truth so that each man shall judge himself and that we
shall have the Spitit bearing witness with our spitits.

Rev. W. Meikle seferted to the diversity o f gifts which the Spirat
uses. There are peculiar adaprations. Somesare gifted in addressing
sinners, others for the edification of believers, The same man may be
difierently influenced at difterent times.

Rev. R. D. Fraser, of B8 wmanville, then introduced the neat
topic, ** The personal apprehension of Christ connected with the
eﬂu:‘iency of the Haly Spirit."  Saul’s convetsion illustrates the
topic assigned the speaker. How does the Spitit of God work in
our hearts? It is only by the presence and power of the tloly
Ghost that we can apprehend Christ at all. It is by the Spirit that
we can get life, only by the Spirit that we can make progress. The
apprehension of Christ is the condition on which we can have the
indwelling of the Spirit of peace and power.  Obedience is indis-
pen]seble to the presence and power of the Holy Spisit in the
soul.”
ch Dr. Patsons made a few remarks on the apprehension of the tisen

tist.

In the afternoon Rev. Wm. Fraser, D.D., presided at the Confer-
ence. He conducted the devotional exercises,

Rev. R. Johnston, Lindsay, spoke on * The Personality and De-
vices of Satan.”" The individuality and intelligence of Satan imply
his personality. The Sctiptures speak of him always as an indi-
vidual existence, The same source indicates his exercise of intelli-
gence. ‘There are certain ends which he secks to attain,  Thatn.
dicates intelligence, e always approaches 2 man when he is
weak either in body or soul. It isn't when we are strong that he
assgils 3 he wats for the moment of weakness  He tnes to petsuade
men to mistepreseat God.

The subject was further discussed by Dr. Parsons, Rev. Alexan.
der Jackson, W, D, Duncan, Dr. Middlemiss, Rev. WV, T. Wil.
kins. I%. Torrance, R. Gilehtist, 1). Hossack, Cameeon and others,

The next subject, * The Fatherhood of God,” was intruduced
by Dr. Parsons. ¢uoting ftom Dr. Phillips Brooks, he showed that
thete is an opinion speeading even in evangelical circles of the uni.
versal Fatherhood of God. This latent universalism is the offspring
of this conception of the Fathethood. God is the Father only of
those in His family, Thete is admission into Hlis family only by
generation or adoption. The eternal Son is begotten, helievers are
wntroduced into it by adoption He then dwelt on the privileges which
the Divine Father coafers;on Eis believing childten. The addressled
toan interesting discussicn, in which a’ number of members took
part.

The last subject on the programue, * Obedience to Christ’s com.
mands the only valid test of parsonal holiness,” was introduced Ly
Rev. . C. Hossack, LL.B., of Orangeville. Obedience 1s tested by
acts, yet it is difficult to judge of the motves cf human actions. Ifa
man {ns personal hotiness he will evince it by doing good. 1f there
is an absence of all good acts in a man's life, there is no reason to
conclude that there is holiness in the heatt. There can be no suc-
cess in life without the entire surrender of self to God. Dr. Parsons
and Rev. A. Jackson made a few remarks, It was interesting, and
pervaded by a fine spirit.  The only segrettable thing was that the
discussions were not more generally engaged in ; the elders present
were evidently interested, but they were all too silent. Principal
Caven concluded the conference with prayer aod the benediction.

THE SYNOD.

In the evening, afier preliminary devotional exercises, the Rev.
Stephen Young, of Chfford, the retiting Moderator, preached the
sermon as follows, from Col. i, 28-29: )

In the previous verses the apostle sets forth with marked fetvour
the glory of the Word of God which he was called upon to proclaim,
as well” as the magnitude of the work involved in its proclamation,
He speaks of the Gospel as a mystery which had been hid from ages
and from generations, but is now to be revealed.

Paul borrows the word *“ mystery ' from the ancient systems in
which certain rituals were secretly whispered into the ears of the in-
itiated few. Taking the wotd ** mystery * as thus used by the faise
teachers of Colosse, he lifts it to 2 higher level and tells his hearers
that the Gospel as 2 mystery has been long hidden, but is now to be
universally proclaimed. ¢ To whom God would make known what
is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles which is
¢ Christ in you the hope af glory.'" This he immediately declares
to be the grand central thene of all his preaching. ** \Whom we
preach.”  In the consideration of this subject let us notice the theme,
the methad, the putpose and the power of the apostle’s preaching.

1. The Theme. — It is not what, but whom we preach, not
a creed, but a Chiist, a liing, loving personality, We preach
Christ, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God. Every
truth 10 Scripture ponts to Christ and derives its full meamng from
being connected with Him, Itis Christ that gives sigmficance to
evety seatence of the Word, He is the Sunia the firmament of
Scrpture and every object there shines with borrowed light. e
is the centre to which prophecy and type-history and biography,
precept and parable doctrine and duty point as lines to the centre of
acircle. Christ is the Alpha and Omega of Scripture. He is the
sum of all its promises and the substance of all its blessings. You
might as well attempt to take away the sun from the centre of the
solar system and preserve its movements as to take Christ out of the
Bible and leave it entire. Every part, both of the Old Testament
and the New, has reference to Chuist, so that the theme is not nar-
tow and contracted, but comprehensive, embracing as it does the
whole range of Gospel tsuth, )

The apostle in his first epistle to the Corinthians says, * I deter-
mined not to know anything among you save Jesus Christ and Him
crucified.” This, observe, was his deliberate purpose, the one all
absorbing aim of his life, the wotk to which he devoted himself with
untiring z«al in his conversation, in his letters, in his puvate studies,
and in his public preachicg. And the subject does certainly afford
sufficient grounds for the apostle’s determination.

Christ and Him crucified is an essential doctrine of the Christian
religion. Deny this doctrine and you take away the stately founda-
tion on which Christianity rests, Deny this doctrine and you take
away the key-stone from the arch of human redemption ; you blot
out the sun from the spiritual firmameat ; you leave the sinner with-
gul a gleam of hope and shut him up to never-ending darkness and

espair.

%he most casual reader cannot fail to notice how the apostle in-
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troduces Christ nto every subject.  He everywhere, even when dis-
cussing subjects that seem to have no reference to Christ, introduces
Christ.  As the Iate Principal Willis was wont to say to his students
on El!e:\chmg, ¢ If Chnist 33 not in your subject bring Him in

he apostle aiways viewed every subject in relation to Christ.
\When speaking ot chanty he refers you to the love of Christ, When
giving thanks for wemporal mercies he exclaims, ** Thanks be unto
God for his unsguklble gift." When speaking of the mysterious
putpose of God he noints to Chnst as being boﬁx the mystery and
manilestation tnerent ** according to the eternal purpose which e
purposed in Christ Jesus,”

No matter what class he addresses or what are theit circumstances
1n life, Chrst 1s mis theme.  When warning the unbeliever he makes
Christ the object of alarm. * The Lotd Jesus shall be revealed from
heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire taking vengeance on
them that know not God and that obey not the Gospel of our Lord
Tesus Christ.”” \When exhorting the bheliever he also makes Christ
the object of attraction,  ** As ye have therefore received the Lord
Jesus Christ, so walk ye in Hlim rooted and built up in Him." When
comforting those powed down under the many trials and burdens of
life, his consolation 1s ** Look to Tesus lest ye be wearied and faint
1n youe minds, tememoer tis sorrows and forget your own.” When
desinng to raise the mind of the believer away above the sotdid thing:
of time, lis ianguage 15, “ If ye then be risen with Christ, see
those things whicn ate above whete Christ sitteth at the right hand
of God." When seexing to heighten the happiness of domestic bliss
and sweeten tue most tender earthly ties, he says, ** Husbands love
your wives, even a8 Lhrst loved the Chutch and gave Hlimself for
it.” When cneenng on the believer to final victory he exclaims,
‘* Thanks be to Gud who giveth us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ. ©  When the believer has gained the victory, fot the
cordial consolatiun ot the beteaved he addresses them in those words
of touching tenaerncss, ** For if we believe that Jesus died and rose
again, even so nem also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with
Him.” Chnst tnen was always his theme. ¢ Whom we preach.”

The apostie here ancludes all His brethren with Himself, He
thus bears testimony that they are all engaged in the same great
work. ** Whetner 1t were they or I so we preach.” \Vherever the
apostie: went, wnuever they addressed the theme with one and all
was Chrst.  Thouph the apostles differed wadely in disposition and
charactrs, in wowa of thought and ma.nner of expression, yet they
were allactuated oy one motive, controlled by one spirit and preached
the one theme. As it was Chnst with all of them so may it be
Chnist with all of us.

* Whom we preach.” All the three words are emphatic ; and to
preach is simply tv proclaim, to tell out in a full, clear, carnest, lov.
ing manner who this Christ is and what He came to do Heis the

Emanuel, God witn us, God manifest in the flesh, possessing in
}[ls person l!‘xc innnite attributes of the divine and the highest quals
ities of the numan natute. To proclaim Christ is in short to set
forth all the facts ot His life and death, as having satisfied divise jus-
tice, made an ena ot sin, made reconciliation for iniquity and brought
in an everlasting righteousness.

To proclaira may smply that the petson is speaking in the name
and on behalf of another and that he but proclaims what he has been
commissioned to uo, and that he was to do so in such a way that
those to whom ne speaks must give heed and understand.

. The apostic says, ** Chust sent me to preach the Gospel, rot with
wlsdmp of words lest the cross of Christ should be made of none
effect.” This he did a1th an overpowening desize to make it known
and felt. Iie tenonnced all selt,  ** We preach not ovrselves, but
Christ Jesus our rord.,”® He gloried in this and to do this he
brought great natural gifts, vast learning, and burning zeal.  For him
*to live was Chnst,” His only desire was that Christ might be
magnified whether by life or by death.

. The apostle speaks with marked emphasis and much emotion on
this subject. Hesays, * I came not with excellency of speech or of
wisdom declaring unto you the testimony of God.” ** My speech
and my preaching was not with enticing words of man’s wisdom,
but in demonstrauon of the Spirit aod of power.” Ie preached with
intense earnesiness and sing.eness of purpose.

... Some may say 1t was well for Paul to preach Christ and preach

{im onl‘y. and with all absortnng earnestness 1,800 years ago. At
that period it was something strange and startling, but people are
now more advanced and cultuted, and so do not need this kind of
preaching,  Bui, we ask, are men's natures and necessities any-
thing different now from what they were in Paul'sday ?  Are men
not just as sinful and as much in need of a Saviour now as they
were then? So that of ministers would be faithful to their sacred
teust they must, tike Paul, preach Chnst, and not self, not scieace,
not morality, not ** the wisdom of wotds, lest the cross of Christ
should be made ot none effect.”

The one all-absorbing theme of the apostic was Christ,  Is this
the theme of all vur preaching, for if we are Christ’'s we will
preach Him in our every act. A happy, hopeful, growing, earnest
Christian 1s a watking sermon preachung atl the week, nay, all the
year round,  Chnst must be our “all in all.”  We must live in
Christ. Nothing e1se can ever save, satisfy or sanctify a sinful soul
*¢ whom we preach.”

1. The Method ** warning every man,” etc. The method is
twofold, warning or admonishing and teaching. The former appears
to have a more special teference to conduct and the moral aspect of
Christian truth, while the latter refers to the doctsine and to the intel-
lectual aspect of it

The wrong-aver must be faithfully warned, but all warning must
prove of no avaiu unless it reaches the conscience, and the sinaer be
thus Jed to Chnst, The faithful minister must warn sinners in otder
to arouse them to a sense of their sin and danger. ** Knowingthe
terrors of the Lord we persuade men,”  Every unawakened sinner
should be warned 10 order t arouse him to a sense of his sad con.
dition.  To one needlessly saiing down the stteam to the cataract
below, unconscious of his danger, 1t would be useless to theow him 2
rope and ask him to lay hold of it and be saved. He must fiest be
convinced of tus danger. Thus Paul reasoned befote Felix and Dru.
scilla of rignieousness, temperance and judgment to come to arouse
them to a sense ot their danger, so as to lead them to flee from the
wrath to come.

Christ's own method of preaching was full of warning. e not
on!iy spoke words ot love and consolation, but also words of warning
and reproach, To the Pharisees and Sadducees I{e utteced these
terrible burming words of reproof, ¢ Ye serpeats, ye generation of
vipers, how can ye escape the dampation of hell?” He would
gather speak words of love than of wrath, but in otder to be faithtul
He must speak both, and so should we.

The aposue watned, yet he always did so with the most tender
emotions. *¢ I was with you in weakness and in fear and in much
trembling.” ** I ceased not to warn evesy onc of you night and day
with tears,” ¢* With all bumility of mind and many tears.”” How
teae the ciassic precept, * Weep yourself if you would see othecs
weep.” To imptess others we must first be impressed oure
selves. ‘This was exemplified by others as well as Paul. Isaiab ex-
claimed, * O that my head were waters 2nd mine eyes a fountain of
tears, that I mignt weep day and night for the slain of the daughter
of my people.’” The psalmist in like mannee says : ¢ They that sow
in teats shali reap 1n joy, 1e that goeth forth and weepeth, bear-
ing precivus seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bring-
ing his sheaves with bhim."” Such a consuming love for souls is
surelg becoming all the ambassadors _of Christ. Such was the love
which Cianst Himself manifested as He shed tears over Jerusalem,

Lesides warninyg every man, He taught every man. While Christ
i{s the one tneme atound which every teuth centees, the Christian
minister must & ways be learning and always teaching more and



