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PUBLIC SERVICE.

av ICNOXONIMf.

Twou distinguishcd American citizens, Graver
Clcvelandan .Il lnjamisi Harrison,.arc candidates for
the Presidential chair. Both are Presbyterians and
good able mon. Cleveland is a niinister's son and
Harrison is a ruling eider. l3oth are lawycrs and
cara tlheir bread by tie swcat ofthicirbratin. Ncither
is richi, and botta no doubt lose busines3 and money
by scrving the Rcpublic.

It is not their iault that they are candidates.
Their friends narninated thcm and startcd them on a
race for the WVhite Hlouse. l3otb cannot get there.
The one that daes Cet there will be borcd excrucia-
tingly for the next four ycars, and the one that
doesn't %vill probably have a sore boad for the re-
mainder of his lite. Were this world anything like
wvhat it ought to bel these men would have the syni.
patby oflt good citizens and the prayers of aI good
Chiristians. But this wvorld is flot much like w-bat it
ouglit ta bc anti Cleveland and Harrison instead af
being synîuathized with and prayed for will be abused
in a manner that might make aid Satan bimseif blush.

Ini this matter of abuse Cleveland bas a decided
acivantage. He was a candidate four years aga, and
anything badl that cauld be said about him was said
then. His enernie3 forgôt that he might possibly run
again and tbey didn't leave any niud to throw the
next trne. Tliat ivas a tactical errer, so ta speak.
The scarcity of niud is showa by a very disgracei
fact. Since bis election Cleveland has taken to himseli
a wife. He îound out that it is not good for a man
ta be atone in the W~hite House. Same oà his
cnieinies started an abominable story te the effect that
he does not use bis wiie well. Mrs. Cleveland
promptly cbeckcd the stander ini a clev.er, wornanly
letter ta the press and expressed the ivish that every
woman in America had as good a husband as bers.
This abominable siander shows that the mud-siingers
exbausted ait their material before the last election
and left nctbing for this campaign. Their misior.
tune now is that tbcy can go back only four years.
Howcver, an industrious, able-bodied, campaign Isar
can work up a good deai of matter out af a record or
four years, and wve may yet be told tbat Cleveland bas
broken cvery command in the Decalague.

Harrison must sufièr. Hc is pretty well up in
years and bis opponents can go back ta tht days cf
bis iîîiancy for material ta attackc bim. If ho was a
cross baby tbey can say that ho disturbed bis mather's
health by keeping ber awake at nights for sixteen
years. Sixtcen years would be a miid exaggeration
for election times. If he ever jumped the fence intn
a neighbour's orchard duringz bis bayhoad and took a
few apples, his apponents wli na doubt say that be
stole îa,oo bushels af apples and sbipped tbem by a
night train ta New York. If, during bis school days,
he ever wvrcstled wittb a school mate and tripped him
up fia doubzthe camipaigu sheets will kindly say lie
killed that boy. When serving bis tîme in a law
office hc may possibly have spailt same blank fanms
and torn them up. If lie did bis apponsents wii fia
doubt say that hie robbed the office. No ane need be
surprisedl if it is alleged that in bis manbood he cain-
miiîted forgcry, arson, burgiary, robbery, bigamny,
nîurder and evcry otlier crime in the calendar. In
fact no ant need be surprised at anything that may
bc said about a Presidential candidate. The inven.
tive ability af the campargn scribe is almast inffnit<a.
As a nient matter af business he cars turn out the
mast horrible stary on the shontest possible notice.

Can we Canadians afford ta throw ctones ait aur
neighbours for this abominable habit af abusing
public rnen ? Not we. If you want ta bear every.
tbing bad that cars bc said about a decent citizen and
)star it in a grossly exaggerated formn, just start hirn
out as a candidate for sorne public office. The
marnent be starts the fusillade af abuse will begin.
Hc may nlot want the office ; he inay have consented
ta bc a candidate with great reluctance; he may
suifer in business and lose money by bccamîng a can-
didate, but the abuse wil corne aIl the sarne.

Une might bave somte patience with this style ai
e.tac l~ tut arase fi a desire to sce gaod men in
?ublic lhie, ýinQ timee out of ten the persons Ic

nmale the attacit arc warse nien than the persans
attacked. Four years aga Henry Warcl Beecher
mande saine of Cleveland's opponsents çqttirmn by
telling theîn that mine out ai ten ai theim lived hiabitu.
ally In the commission ai the great sin Cleveland
cornmittcd only once. They were nryenougli ta
bave tore Henry Ward ta pieces, but wise ecaugl not
ta prnvoke bun ta corne ta particulars. ilcectier was
a dangeraus man ta bandie. There îs no kind ai iîy.
pocnisy, sa vile, sa lcathsonm, sa uttenly disgusting as
the hypocrisy ai the îmari who ignares bis own moral
rntenness whitle c mkcs a business ai exaggerating
the inuIts and failings ai bis neiglibnurs. The more
putrid bis own character the mare diligently dots be
attend ta the business.

Is there anything in the Presbyterian Clitirrh that
unpleasantly resembles this ignoble practice af abus-
ing public men? Tisere is. If you want ta bear in
a grossly exa-geratcd or distortcd forrn ail about a
minister's misiortunes and mnstakes, fanibles and fait-
ings, just nomin, .,a hîm in sorne vacant cringregatian
wbere two or three factions are trying ta get in their
man. Assaults are sometirnes mnade there just as
wanton and quite as cruel and unjust as many ai the
assaults made on public men. They are aIl the more
cruel because not published in the newspipers. À
man can defend hiinsel.1 a newspaper attack, but he
is powericss against ecclesiastical whispcring, against
libettous letters marked Ilprivato and confidential,"1
against clerical nods and winks and ail the ignoble
means toa olten used in ecclestastical canvassing.

LETTE!? PROil FORMIOSA.

Long aga 1 saw Norths Formosa preachers and
students engaged in spirited debate. I know that
they are drilled in Chinese history and Chinese
classics, that thev study anatomy, physiolngy and
hygiene, astronomny, geology and rnany ather subjects.
I knaw they are taught these an purpose that they
may better know, anad be better able to wield the
sword af tht spirit."
1 believe it is Dr. Mlackay's; laading tham in con-

stant searcb ifitcs examination and study of the Word
ai God itscli, more than any ather book thât makes
North Formosa preachers what they are. Without
seeing native preachers and beaning their teacbing,
anc cans have littît idea what a fund ai 'Ilustrations af
Divine truth Dr. Mafckay bas given thcmi frorn the
created world around them, and how tbey have been
taugbt ta gather more irom tbeir own observation,
aise what a deptb of meaning is ta be faund in saine
passages ai Scripture, and hoav they are Ilapened up"
under tbe iigbt of*such study.

Dr. M,%ackaty aiten says Il Ve have no right ta take
a few favourite texts out ai Scripture and dwell on
thern almost ta the exclusion ai the rest ai the Bible.
%%e shauld take the whole Word ai God as the Shorter
Catechism says.",

Frern, Genesis te the iast chapter ai Revelation,
tbe Bible is fult ai references ta things in nature.
Christ Himself, teaches by illustrations or parables.
15 it nlot truc that we learn ai the unseen by reicrence
ta wbat we cane sec, or Isear, or bandie ? In constant
study ai nature and tbe Bible together. Nortb For-
mosa preachers are not oniy made strong in fith, but
have put inta their hands the means ta search deeper
and deeper inta tbis revelation ai unscen things.

In cantrast witb theirs, let me give you a littie of
My own experience which may serve ta make clearer
te you the advantage they enjay.

Ia childhaal I was iaithiutiy and careiuliy taugbt.
t iearned ail about the Ilcovenant ai 'vorks " and the
ilcovenant ai grace " and the (ail ai man and about
election and cauld repeat the Shorter Catechism, wi th-
out missing even l'effectuai caliing'" I have read the
Bible aven a number ai time., and I used to pick aut
texts (I fear) ta suit the bent ai my aîvn mmnd. I
knowv the Holy Spirit is promised ta guide us Iliota
ait truth " and 1 know aisa that lit will not do sa un-
less wa study the truth. New and thers, ta my gicat
deiight, a flood ai iight stems poured. in an some
passage ai Scripture, generaily through Dr. Mackay's
teaching, or by better understanding samcthing in the
creatcd warld.

Yet, alas, I have ta canfess the whole book seems
ta se almost asealedanc i I dan'tknaw it. I don't
believe I should be satistled with just getting barely
the saine trui framn the saine passage ai Scnipture
tbaý ; ýot tep years aga, 1 otsghý tp get mares fram.

that passage naw, I oughit ta dig deeper dawn Into it.
In this, ail ttte gcometry and algebra I ever learned
mviii do me lutte gcuod. The marc 1 sec and Zacar ai
what students lite are ttarning, tue more 1 feel thit
I hava been but scrapinz away nt the surface ai the
Btible antI have not reachcd. down inta its depths at
ail. 1 open it and read "The spider takcetb hotd with
lier bnnds"I etc. WVhat do I knawv about the spider?
IlFair as the incon."l Little indeed do I know about
the îoois I Haw then can 1 enter inta the deep
ineaning ai this passage ? IlQuails carne up."1 WVlat
do 1 know about quails--except what I beard preach.
ers tetting sortie days aga? What do 1 know ai the

ciesert pince"I in Palestine, oralf tise Ilciouds"I and the
ilsea"I and tht Il whirlw!ni," ai Ilhoney"I and Ilfigs I
and "lvines " and "lmandrakes"II? Howv much more
fli oi meaning ta native preachers must be tht thîrd
chapter ai 2 Peter than ta me ; the story ai the leper
ta tîtase who have thoroughiy studicd this arnong
other diseases i H-ow nuch more (titaf meanfing the
Bible accounst ai races af man, tht words Ilatt
nations"I etc., ta thase who have learned about thest
races, even ta the aborigines in the smali isiands 1

Hawv nuch mare full ai meaning I wi!I make you
fishens ai men," tu those who knaw many vàriaties ai
isli and a score ai dilTerentetays ta catch thrnt i Sa
I niight go on.

I amn nat atone in thankfuliy observing the training
these youing Chinese preachers are having. Foreigns.
ers who bave seen tbern at work and wha cauld flot
understand a word ai their dialect, have been de-
lighted with the reat and practical knowledge, rathen
than Ilbook knowledge " of tht wonld around thern
that these students are cvidently acquiring. They
thernselves are niostly gratefut far the priviiege they
enjoy. Preachers have preserved notes ai Dr. MNac.
kav's teaching, from yean ta Vear for sixteen years.
Fresb notes are continualiy being taken and addcd ta
these as their course ai training gots an. Dr. Mlac.
kay speaks bour aiter houn ta tht class and they take
notes. Ireachers are enthusiastic oa'er tbeir studies
and nr.ver weary listening ta Dr. Mackay. Wisen
teaching Christian truth, bie neyer uses any work save
tht Bible as Text Book. No other writing is allowed
ta take its place. Hoping what 1 bave written May
be tht means ai giving even a little useful in.
formation about ont branch af mission wvork in North
Formosa, 1 sand it ta yau. ANNIE C. S. JMEo~

Taisui Fornosa, Mfay S. is&9.

TuIE SIX MiONT!! S' LiMiTi.

WVhite I was reading ««Knoxonian's"I article an
"The Six Montbs' Limit,"' in your issue of thse 2-th

ai june, I coutl not help pictuning him with bis
head stuck in the sand, in ternis ai his own simile,
and reiusing ta sec tht danger. For suroly it must
bc a head smiall enaugh, and af such peculiar shape
as ta admit ai ready insertion inta a banik ai sand,
that wvould impose such reasoning on such intelligent
readers as the ministry and iaity af tht Presbyxeriais
Churchas consist ai. Ho choasos the comment ai the
Globe as bis text. And, like niany anather"I Kox.
onian." (no invidiaus camparison intended) he neyer
touches tht text. He most skifiuiiy evades it, as weti
as tise whole question at issue. He devotes more
than the hiait ai tis article ta the building ai a man
ar straw ; and to the exhibition of bis skill in beatiusg
it tathe ground again. lnstcadoaidiscussing ameasure
which purponts ta interfere with a particular and
specific right, he wanders off ta speak ai other rigbs
etc., wbich have no bearing whatever an thse point ai,
issue ; and for wbich noa sane man, lay or clerical,
sets up any dlaim.

Ht talks ai "labsotute rigbt,"l as if any cr.aturt
could lay dlaim ta any absalute rigbt. WVc daim nos
absolute right for aur congregatians in anything«-
not ovan in tht matter ai caliing a minister. They,
arc, to a very large extent, secondary e-tht matter
WVe believe that tht King of the Church Himself, aven.*
rules this matter ai cailing and settling His under.
shepherds.

WVe dlaim, howevcr, a delegated right for aur con.,
gregations. We dlaim ton, that this right is inaiess.
able and cans be infringed upon, or curtailed only by.
Him who gave tise right ta His Churcs. Furthercon,_
IlKnoxoian"I exultiniy prapounids this question, as
»te root of tise wbole: muktttir: ave w. thé Presb.
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