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THIS we are often reminded is an enlightened age
There is unfortunately a good deal of Ignorance and
not a little superstition still lingering, The Boston
Adyertiser assexts that a religio.philosophical sect in
that city, whoso chief tenet is that diseass is caused
by the absence of God from the body, and can be
curcd by the passage of the divine efiluence from the
well to the sick, as they sit with their spines ia con.
tact, numbers among its adherents “people of influ.
ence and promineace, asd some whose names are as
familiar ar houschold words.”

A PETITION is in clrculation in Galt for presentation
to the council, asking that the liquor licenses be
scparated from grdceries. From the complexion of
the new council, the Reformer believes that the con.
templated change will meet with thelr sanction, The
friends of the Scott Act in the county of Oxford have
resolved on its submizsion to the popular vote. An
Order in Council has been passed and the 13th of
March is the day fixed for voting. It is the intention
of the advocatesof the Act to press the campaign more
vigorously than ever. A hard fight is anticipated,

THE report of the Toronto Society for the Suppres.
sion of Vice contains the following reference to one of
the most ridiculous anomalies in Canadlan legisla-
tion  Atteatlon was called to the discreditable enact.
ment passed In 1860 by the Legislature of the late
Province of Canada to amend the Lottery Act and
legalize gambling by raffies at bataars held for charit.
ble objects, for prizes not exceeding in value $50 each,
This attempt to unite the service of God and mammon
is a disfrace to our Statute Book, It seriously em-
barrasses all honest endeavours to suppress lottery
gambling, and it should be repealed.

RECENT despatches state that English and Ameri-
can residents of Nice are renewing their efforts to
suppress gambling at Monte Carlo. The newspapers
at Nice record four violent deaths that have taken
placeat Monte Carlo within a week, as the results of
gambling. A clerk ofa commerclalt house, afterlosing
some r2uney, committed suicide outside of the gamb.
ling hell in which ho suffered. Another loser hanged
himself on a tree bebind the Hotel Londres, and a
third put a bullet through his kraln in the Hotel Parls.
Aunother man, who was a winner of 7,000 francs, was
robbed of his winnings and stcbbed to death in the
gardens of the casine. Gambling is as wicked and
Injurious in Toronto as it is at Monte Carlo,

EXEMPTION from taxatlon of church propesty is
generally considered unjust. ‘For years a more or
less active agitation has been kept up. Where there
are wealthy religious corporations fholding valuable
city properties, the Injustice] becomes at once ap-
parent. It is a"source of revenue to the religious so-
clety owning it. Its value is enhanced by munidpal
protection for which the owners pay nothing, The
cost of civic governmenthasto bz borne by the hum.

‘blest as well as the richest tax-payer. Therels nelther

rzason nor justice in the continuance of these exemp-
tions, A conference of municipal’representatives has
just bzen held at Toroato, Varlous reforms were con-
sldered, the removal of -exemptionsilamong the rest,
The system as it is cannot continue much longer,

A SHORT time ago a tragic death occurred at Sher-
brooke, in the eastern townships. A man died sud-
denly from the 2ffects of polson. Susplicion fell upon
his wife. Circumstances greatly strengthiened that
suspicion. The case went to trial and the evidence
adduced was vary direct and damaging. The woman
was described as good looking. The jury reluctantto
condemp, returncd a verdict of not guilty fand the
accused was discharged, Fromthe sameplacs comes
the report of another dreadful crime. Aa Euglish-
man, who recently cams to this country, died suddenly.

under circumstances that aroused suspicion, An an.
alysis of the stomach disclosed that death had been
caused by Parls green. What the result of the invest.
igation will be is not yet known, If punishment for
the taking of human life were as certain as it {s in the
caso of petty larceny the murder record would not be
so slarming as it is at present.

Tue fashlon of this world passeth away, It is well
that it doos. Many aro tha gibes and sneers levelled
at “fashionable” Christianity in thesedays. Humble
people, who are of no account, may bo over-senddtive
in fecling abashed before the impressive displays of
toilets, upholstering and general surroundings of many
of the churches of the preseat. It is doing an evil
work. It is one of the direct sources of the alienation
of the working class. A writer in the Montreal #us-
ness presents some forcible constderations on this
subject, which doe= not seem to receive the careful
and consclentious consideration itdeserves, Hesays:
# God is no respecter of persons. Instead of the
love of the brethren which i3 so often enjoined in the
Scriptures, the cruelties of clvilization with its grades
of soclety, respectabilities and despisings of those be-
neath by others above in the social scale, abound and
drive many poor Christians to seek a more congenial
sanctuary if such can be found, and in many cases {s
found in a Church of another name from the one in
which they had been biought up, How maay also
are chilled and repelled from such churches, so-called,
and, failing to connect themselves with any other, join
the fatal ranks of the lapsed and lapsing masses, who
spend thelr careless lives in stolid indifference as to
the changcless eternity to which they are fast hurry-
tog.?

SOCIETIES organized for the suppression of preval-
ent forms of vice too often L /e a thankless task.
They come into direct conflict with those interested
in its mainterance. Too often abuse and ridicule are
heaped upon the more thorough-going and energetic
members of such societies. In spite, however, of
interested misrepresentation, and thoughtless ¢idicule,
much good has been accomplished by the steady and
persistent efforts to repress the dens where gambling
and licentiousness lure the young to their yuin. The
Toronto Society for the Suppression of Vice has done
good service, and is preparing for more extensive and
efficient work In the future. The report of the year's
optrations shows that valuable services have been
rendered to the community by the energetic steps
taken to repress lotterles, The success attending
these efforts has been marked. But for the timely
intervention of this soclety the demoralizing effects of
the lottery swindle would by this time have been
widely fels, All kinds of organizations were preparing
to launch their schemes in the wake of the London
Masonic lottery. Now, so promptly has the law
agalnst these mischievous devices been vindicated
that designing schemers hesitate to incur the risk of
exposure, fine and imprisonment, The Toronto
Scciety for the Suppression of Vice has merited the
thanks of the community for the work they have so
well performed.

IN the city of Montreal a quiet and upobtrusive
soclety is doing excellent Christian work. Under the
title of the Working Girls’ Association it sezks in
vasious ways to promote the welfare of a deserving
class in the community, There srepublic rooms used
in the evenings for classes and meetiogs, and during
the day are opexn from nine a.m. to sist p.m. to recelve
young women seeking employment and lodging, Mers
figures cannot convey anyides of the work donein these

_rooms ; advice, connsel ar1 a helping hand are daily
: cxtended to many, 300 applied for employment ; 150
procured it during the year. Thereisalsoa strangers’
room which is comfortably furnished, and defrays its
OWD OxpBusts at a charge of ten cents & night, A
small stove Is provided so that those not wishing to
incur a week's board can board themselves for a few
days. This room meets a want much felt, in provid-
ing 2 respectabls and inexpensive placs for young
women, Sixty-two avalled themselves of it, some for

longer and shorter periods oftime. The socletymaln.
tains a Bible-woman who has been devoted and zeal.
ous in hereflorts, In addition there is connected with
the association an educational class, a singing class
and a Gospel meeting weekly, and thcre s once &
month a social gathering, at which refreshments are
served,  All the incidental expenses, such aslighiing,
refreshments, etc., are borne by the members. A
similar institution for ‘Toronto has been talked of. It
has a large field before it and cannot begin its work 8
day too soon.

ACCUSTOMED as we are to the diligent dissemin.
ation of news items of an incendiary character by the
Assoclated Press, and extracts from American journals
that pander to the Saxon hating Irish-American voters
we are apt to forget the fact that real Americans have
no sympathy with the rabid but mercenary patronage
extended to the dynamite and bluster brigade, It is
gratifying to meet with the sentiment that finds ex-
pression inthe following pithy language of the Jnlerior:
We understand that this is the vapouring of worthless
and irresponsible fellows, and that it is nine parts
whiskey to one part brains; also that the one part
has no ather fuaction than to dupe money out of the
ignorant Irish to supplv the nine parts. And yet, let
us suppose that meetings were openly held in Mon.
treal, Quebec, London and Liverpool to raise money
and train men for the work ‘of blowing up Amencan
shipping and railways and bulldings, and for assassin.
ating sur public men, what would we Americans do
about it? The President would call the attention of
the British Government, and if no action were taken,
he would then notify that Government that these con-
spiracies were still in progress. This failing the
Queen’s ministers would be notified that Eangland
would be held responsible for any damage done by
the conspirators. That claim would be enforced, if
necessary, by war, We cannot say that England has
not a just grievance against us, and we cannot be sure
that it will not end in a severance of friendly relations,
It is disgraceful to us that these criminal alieas should
be permitted to come to our shores to plot crimes
against our friends ; and if our Congress fails to re-
press such offences, it will be set down by the Eeglish
elther to a lack of good will, or to demagogic servility
tothe Fenlanvote. Ttis a great scandal to us as a
people, and one that seriously impairs our standing as
a civilized and a Christian nation,

WEEKLY HEALTH BULLETIN.—The continued pre-
valence of Intermittent Fever after 2 month, durlng
which the ground has been covered desply with snow,
and having throughout an extremely low tempsrature,
while in some degree supporting Oldham’s theory of
its being caused by exposure to extremes of cold,
would seem to require other explanation, since the
disease is reported mostly from those districts which
during warmer seasons are essentially Malaria dis-
tricts. Enteric or Typhold has disappeared from
amongst the twenty most prevalent diseases, and does
not appear prevalentfinifany district. Concemirg
Zymotic diseases, there appears a tendency on the part
of all of them,;but especially of Scarlatina, to become
more prevalent, Mumps and Measles are still present,
while Whooping Cough is still prevalent in the Lake
Eriadistricts, with 2 downward tendency. Diphthesia,
as usual, has a prominent place, and persists endemi-
cally in many parts, Referring more especially to
Scarlatina, a marked rit2 initisevideat. In thelarge
Distriet IV, north of Lake Qntario, it appesrsamongst
the six most prevalent diseases, while a number of
other localities have it preseat in epidemic form. In
one place the schools are closed, and in another there
is a danger, from disregard of isolatlon precautions, of
it spreading from its centre of origin. An interesting
case showing the prolonged vitality of the germs of
the disease is reported, where a family which had
moved into 2 house which had not been occupled for
several years contracted the disease, It was subses
quently found that the previous inmates had had Scar.
let Fever there, and had never cleaned the house,
From many quarters skin disezses are reported prevas

.lsaty &spedally among school children,



