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tinues, and flot aftcr the friend la well agilîn. If we
allov hlm te pass thraugh 'ais ililness without £hewing
hlm any attention, there la ne use, wben hie la about
again, for us te wake up and begin te iavish kindness
upon hirn. Ht data net need it nov, and It yull do
hlm nt good.

If .one cf aur frienda la passing thraugh smre mare
str.sggle vith temptatien, and is in danger cf belia'
overcome, then la the timne te camte up close alangaide
of nim, and put tht strengtb cf our lave under bis
weakness te support hlm. 1f we (ail hlm then, ve may
as well let hlm go on atone aitogether after that. 0f
wbat use is sympatby whcn the struggle la over? 0f
vbat use la help when tht battit bas been fought
tkrougb,aund von ithout us? Or, suppose tht lriend
vas ,got victorlous; suppose he failed in tht battît;
failtd because ne ane came ta hlm te help hlm, ho.
cause we came not witia tht sustaining strength cf aur
sympathy. Suppose that, ieft ia struggle unalded
vith enemies or adversitits, he was defeated, and sank
devn crushed and hapeless. Is there any use ln aur
hurryins up te hlm nov te proffer aur assistance? Is
flot tht time past when heip couici avait hlm ? Can
our sympathy now enable hlm te retrieve what hie bas
loat? Can aur faithfulness to-lËay atone for aur un.
falthfuiness yesterday ?

Mas, cf us are tht gliardians of other seuls. Tht
tume ta füifill out duty cf guardianship is when tht
dangers ure imminent. There la ne use for the teck.
out on the sbip te become vigilant only after tht
vessel la among tht rocks. There ia ne use for tht
seutinel in the time of war te arcuse and begin ta
watch when the encmy bas stelen in. and captured tht
field.

Are yau your brather's kers' .'.re you set te
watch against danger to bis sou)? Are yen a parent,
set te guar(, your own chiidren against the petits cf
asi that Iurk la amhush ail about them? Art ycn a
teacher, witb a class entrusted te your care, te shitid
and keep? Are you a sister. with brothers dear te
you, whom you are te protect item temptation? Are
you a brother, and have you sisters tender and exposed
te danger, whose defender yan shoutd ho? Art you a
frttnd, and is there ont beset by perils aver vhom
God bas set yon as guide or protector?

Are yeu watching, cr are you sleeping?1 Remember
that the timo te vatch ia before tht danger bas dont
its deadiy werk. WVhen, ibrough your negligence, it
bas cerne and destrayed tht precieus lie, yau rnay as
vel sieep on. Watching thon ever se faithfully wili
not undo the evit which is dene.

In the preparatien fer duty er far stiugglt tht sanie
principte applies. There is a time for le, and if it la
net dont then it cannot ho dont at atI. It is a rute of
pravidential leading that opportunity is alway!ý given
te every ont te prepare for whatever part Le la ta take
in tife, and for wbatevtr experience ht la te meet if
oniy ane enibraces and uses bis opportunitits as tbey
came to hlm, one by ont, he viUl neyer be surpristd
by any sudden enîergency in life, whether of duty or
cf triai, fer whîch hoe vil flot b. rcady. For example,
before life's sterfi, fierce confticts which put manhood's
str"ngest fibre ta tht test, we bave childhocd and
youth as semsons for preparation. Ht that rightty
improves these seasons la fully ready for vhatever lite
may bring.

It ia juat because these epportunitios for prepara.
thon corne te us se quietly and without announcenient
that s0 many fait te improve them. Tht school.boy
dots net set what goed it wili do him ta know tht
simple things that are set as bis daiy tasks, and
neglects te learai them. Twenty, forty years after-
yards, ho faits in the position te whirh he la called,
because ho siurred bis lessons in the quiet scheoi.
days. Tht young apprentice takes ne pains te perfect
himseif in the trade ho bas chosen, and la cniy a third
or faurth.class workman ait bis life. The yonng pro-
fessional, man disiikes tht dry drudgtry that tht early
ytar hring te hlm, and negiects it, waiting til sot
great apportunity cames te lift hlm inte prominence.
Tht oppertunity cames at ltngtb, but ho faits lin it,
because ho bas flot improved tht long stries ef pro-
paratory stops that camne befere.

On the other hand, a scbool-boy dots evtry task
faithlully. Ht nover slights a tesson. Ht goes
theraughty over tvery day>s studios. Ht dotes flot
set ctmer oi wvaat use thunctinngs wii bt to hum -qLj i-
he la a man, in active life, fier dots he ask ; bis ont>'
cace is te ho faithfulinl every <tnty. Years later he
rises te higb places which lie ncer ceuld have fitied
bad bce slurre bis boyheod's tsals. A physiclan is
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suddeuly callid te take charge of a critîcal case, re-
qulrlng tht hoat akîllinthtworld. Ht lasuccessful, and
vins famie for hîmseîf, becatuse lna the lon,-, quiet years
of obscure practkce hehasbeendllgent. If ho adnot
been faithfül in those ytars of routine work, he must
have iailed vhen tht great opportunlty carne. He
could flot bave nmade preparation at the moment. The
case couid cnly bc met by tht Instant use of knowledge
and akil aiready acqnired.

1 t is a secret wartb knowing and renstmberlng, that
tht truest, and indeed the oni>', preparation, fer life's
duties or trialis amuade by simple fidelity in vbatever
each day brîngs. A day squandered anywhere may
provo the droppcd stitch from, which the whole veb
yul begîn to ravel. On. tesson negitcted may prove
te hève contained the very knowiedgt for tht want cf
whicb, far along la the course, tht atudent inay fail.
Ont oppertunity let blip may b. tht first step la a
ladder ieading te emînence or power, but ne higher
rounds of whicli casa ho gained because the fitit was
net taken. We never know vhat la important in lite.
Tht mest insigniGcant duty that affers may b. tht
first tesson In preparatian for a great mission. Indee,
every heur cf life holda the keys of tht next, and pos.
sibiy cf maay bouts more

Se tht tumes of preparation came siientiy and un-
avares, and many negiect tbem, net knawing vbat
eepends upon thetm ; but neglected, and allowed te
slip away, tbey can neyer bc regained. Tht mxan who
finds himself la tht presence of a great duty or oppor-
tunity whuch he cannot take up or ac'ept, because he
la flot prepared for it, cannot thon go back te make the
needfui preparation. Tht seidier cannet earn the art
of var in tht face ci tht battit. Tht Christian can-
net in an unexpected emer,=ncy of temptation gather
ail needed spiritual pover la a maoment. N ot te ho
ready in advance fer great duties or groat needs, is te
fahl.

Thetlesson la important, and bas infinite applica-
tiens. You cannot ge back to-day and do tht vark
you r.oglocted, te do yesterday. You cannet make
preparation fer life when tht burden of life la on you.
Oppartunities nover return. Tbey maust bc taken on
tht wing, or they cannot be taken at aUl. There la a
tinie fer ever>' duty. Dont tbtn, its issues and rosuits
may ho infinite and eterraal. Deferred or neglected,
it say neyer bc worth vhile te taire it up again.-S.
S. Tim..
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O, where are kizags and empires new,
0f oid thal went adcame?

But, Lord, thy Church is praymng yet,
A thousand years the samie.

WVe mark lier goedly battlements,
And heT foundations strorg;

We lita: elubun the soee»n voice
Of lier unending scing.

For not like kingdcms cf tht world
Thy hoîy Cliurch, O God i

Though carthquake shoIcks are threatcning ber,
And tempeats are abroad;

tJnshaken as eternal Mlsi,
Imniavable she stands,

A nicuntain that shall 611 the eaïth;
A bouse net mxade by hands.

THE WEEKS 0F TUE UiARVEST

IlNow the air
Is rich in fragrance 1 fragrance exquisite I
0f new-mown bity, of wild thyrna dcwy washed,
And gaies ambresial, whicb with cooling breath
Rutle the take'sgray surface."

Se sings the poet cf tht harvest woeks, the vteks
that se ccnstantiy and beautifuily illustrate tht carli.
est pestdimtvian premise, that *'White tht tartb rt-
mainoth, seedtime and harvest, coid and heat, sum-
mer and vînter, day and night, should not cease.»

Some people regard tht bounty cf these weeks as
the more guash of nature ; but tht oye al piety bas
aiavays recognized thora as floving dire. Uiy fram the
opta hand of Ged. " Thou visitest le eartb, and

---erest it ; Thon greatiy enrichest it vith tht river et
God, vhich is full cf vater; Thon preparest them
cern, vhen Thon hast se provided fer i." David,
like Cevper, nover failed te, look up Iltbrough nature
t«% watut t'a God.» And Jortmiab, la tht same spirit,
sa:,s, "He (Ged) reservetb unte us thç appolnted
veeks et tht harvest» Pharaoh couid dr-eams about
a sevon-vetirs inaine, but onty God could foreteit
and causse it.

lit :,pectdi cemmemaratica cf tht Divine agency

ln the harvest, as well as for fit and useful semsons of
national reunlon, the Jews were instructed to ket-p
two great yearly teasit-one for the Ilfirstfruit,o oc.
curting in oui May, and the othe~et ofIlthe ingather.
ing,» at the close af the year, in September. Ttien,
flot oniy Jerusalern, but the whole land ise, was liter.
al;'alîve withreliglous festavîty. A general flowcf 1h.
nation, feeidiabourers, harvest-men, traders of grapes
ploughnien and shepherds, set in towards the Rutï
City ; ait l "glad » to about and sing, IlLet us go intc
the bouse of the Lord. Our feet shall stand withbn
tby gates, (J Jerusaiem."l Or, as Thomson versifies
such justifiable hiarity :

IlLoose te festive joy, the whoie coiutr round
Lahs wtth the laud sincerlty of rtti,
Shalung te thc winda theli cares."

To beings situated as we are, subsisting upon the
fruits of the earth, it is a matter of ne amatli mpot.
tance that the renewal of these fruits should b. irgI.
querit. Au admirable cerrspondence exiats bet-.7Sr
tht keeping qualities of aur stapie fruits, and iheir
periodi cal seasons ef production. It niight have been
otherwise. Nathing lies between us and periodical
famines but the goodness cf Godt that planned à
otherwise, se that new food ia constantly corn-tit
forth out cf the earth, as the aid is decaying and
ready te vanish away. It is a law cf o.>: appetite to
tire cf the aid, and te eagerly crave ýIe new. Il oie
wine" n may be a iuxury, but flot aid food. Hus
gladly aur returned seamen, home again from theù
long and weary voyages, icave their hermeticfly
sealed packages, and tura ta feast upon what à
lresh front the soit, or the stemi. That aur grains an
annuals, instead cf biennials or sqtenniais, as fS
aught wc know they might have been, is ane cf the
speaking mercies o; tht Lord tewards us.

AIse, the fixed gencrat regniar recurrence cf tbt
harvests is somnething by ne means ta b. unnotioed,
To this the husbandman looks with a retiance tbu
contrais and shapes ail his ordinary purposes and
ptojecis for the year. Atd no ont =a fulUy dtsciib
the confusion af agriculture, as weil as cf the ivbol.
system cf civic trade and commerce, were the weeh
cf tht harvest ta eccur with large irregularity, rangng
ioosely, bite winds and stertns, frein one yeax's end t
the ather. It is by this its fixed regularity thit the
harveut haids, as it dots, tht balances ini which
ail other earthly possessionsr are weighed. Fer, as
Sotomnon says, "lTht kinag himseif is served by the
field." But the harvest is sucb a universai reguaor,
because it is itself reguiated by Him who "appinted
its weeks."

But sucli utilit..rian estimates cf tht barvest weels
need not shut off tram us thcir more ;esthetical or
jubilant features. Fcw sigbts are more pitasing to
the eye than that cf an autstretchod field, waving
with tht rooted grain or decoraied wilh tht standim
sheaf, nodding and rustling in tht wind. Nawhereis
"the curve cf beauty Il more fintty txempiified.

IThe glotving landocape smiles and meits;
Grecsi wave-iike meadows here are à rezd;
There woodland shades are sweetly shed ;
In decp'ning cold there glows the wheat,
And there the rye.fietd's vying sheet."

And then, cansequently, tht abounding joy and glad
ness ! "lThey joy before thet," says Isaiah, "laccord.
ing te tht joy af harveSL"

l Iait I harvest-home!
Ta th"c the muse cf nature peurs the sang,
By instinct taugbt to watble ! Scene sublime 1
Wherc the ricli catth presents lier golden treasures,
Where balmy breathings whisper te, the heart
Delights unspeakable I NWhere seas and skies,
And bills and vattys, cotants, odours, dews.
Divcrsify the work of naturels God."

-N. Y. Chri-stïan Iveekly.

A PLEA FOR AfINISTERS' WIVES.

The position et thet ministe's wife is socialty rtW
as a very honourabie anc, and is consideved te be one
of more than ordinary influence It bas this dised
vantage, that it la not cltarly defined, and its pecuior
dutits art net specified nor regulated by ruît or a*s
tom It s gentralty cansidertd in sornevhat the
tight of a public office. But vhea the public dlaim
upoza tht minimtes wife begin, and what are thieir
limitations, there la nothing te determine. In this
case more la usually required cf ber than sac cas, poS
sibly do. She la a human being, vlth the saint
floshandblood as others ; bysbouid she be oxpccted]
te have more power, or more grace, or b. required to;
do more tht anyother Christian vounau? On. wrh0


