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MABOU AND PORT IIOODB.

Late last.Autumn an application was
made from a nuwmberét menbiers of this
congrezation to the Fresdytety of Picwou,
for a deputatisn to.enquire into its circum-
stances, with a view of adopling such
measures, asimight scembest calculated to
promote its prosperity. The Presbytery,
from the distanceand difficulty of travelling
in winter, delayed acceding to the request
till their mesting in May last, when the

Rev'ds John Cawphbell and George Patter-

son were appointed a deputation in accor-

dance with the application, to enquire into
the state of tiie congregation and report.

They accordingly procceded thither, and

preached in the congregation on the first

and sceond Sabbaths of June, the Rev.

Mr Patterson, by appointment of Prasby-

tery, preaching at Guyshoro® on the last

Sabbath of May. The following reportof

their proceedure was submitted: to  the

Presbytery on their return :—

REPORT.

Of the Deputation appointed to visit: the
congregation of Mabowand Port Hood.
'T'h> Deputation appointed by the Pres-

bytery of Picton to visit Mabou, and

instructed to inquire- into-the state of the
congregation there, and report what mea-
sures seemn celled for in its presemt cir-
cumstances, respeetfully report 9 the

Preshytery, that they have visited the

congregation at the timz appointed, and
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this way, than by a formal Preshyterial
visitation. As the result of their cnqui-|
ries, it may be stated generally, thatall that;
they saw and heard, painfully impressed
them with the conviction, thaf the stafe of]
religion was very low, and that there was
an urgent call for more efficient ministerial
labour. ’

On the Monday after the dispiensation of
the Sacranient, the deputation met with the
congregation; and, after stating the obiect
of their appeintnxent, ineited Mr Miller
and e members of the congregation to a
fyee and triendly statement of their views. |
'}'hcy are happy to say, that on all sides
the hest fecling prevailed. On the part
of Mr Miller, theie was a disinterested
regard for the welfare ofthe congregation,
and an unwillingness to stand in the way!
of any arrangement which miglt be
considered for the imterests of the!
fcongregation; and  the members  of:
{the “congregation maniférted a most be-;
{coming respeet both for his feelings and;
'interests, Yt it secmind impressed upon |
ally that some change was desirable and
almost neeessarys- and Mr Miller having
expressed His readiness to vesign his
charge into tlfe fands of the Presbytery
at its first meeting, the congregation, while
testifying theiy continued csteem for him,
resolved that no- opposition should he of-
fered to-the asseptance of his resiguation
by the Prestytery.

The subjeet of an annuity to Mr Miller
was then brenglit before the Congregation,
vshen Mr Miller expressed his willingness,
ito trust to the liberality of the members
.of the congregation and of the benevolem
lin other scetions of the Church, for what

spant the Ist. and-2nd. sabbaths of thisibe wonld need for his support for the fu-
month within its bounds. On the first ofiturn.. The congregation agreed to yay to
these days the Rev Mt Campbell preached!bim for the present year, which will end on
at Mibon, and the Rew Mr Pattorsen atithe Ist December next, the same suin that
Port Hood. On the sccond thay assistedithey have been paying in previous years,

the Rev Mr RAliller in dispensing the
sacram2nt of the Lovds Supper at Mabou.
They also held services un cachaday af the
week during their stay.

In order to aszortain ths state ofthe
congragation, they held conversutions vith
Mr M:lier, his elders, and other mombers
of ths congregation, wlio sesmed best
acguainted with itscordition. ‘They were
S bots of opinioa, that the object of their
Fappoictment would b2 batter secured in
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kand that they would pay him after that

date a sum of not less than Gfteen pounds
per annun. And the members of the de-
putation, though they had no avthority to
pledge the funds of the Church, promised
io use their persunal inflacses, ameng tie
benevolent members of-onr Church in other
quarters, o Lis bebalf.  In the mopricty
of these measures; the members of the
deputation conicuried, and they would re-
commend to the Presbyicry. the acceptance
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