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eye of the epicure, They may prove valunble as
egg-producers,but these lack many good qualiticsas
a table bird. Dorkings arc undoubtedly at the head
of the list as table birds, but of iate years have-be-
come subject to discase that we question the feusi-
bility «f rcaring them : rofitubly for murketin our
chungeable northern climute,

T.E DEST AS EGG-PRODUCERS.

As egp-producers  the Hamburgs are ¢'nimed to
stand at the head of the list  This claim we are
prepared to dis, ute ; for, as winter layers, we find
that the Brahma. Cochin, Leghorn, Poland, and
Houdan stand relative y inthe position hore named.
That the Hamburgs are good egg-producers we
admit ; but thut they are any better than a nu ber
of uon-sctting fowls, so called, we deny. The rich-
ness and mentiness of their eggs are not to be com-
pared with those of the Poland, Leghorn, Houdan
or brahima ; and their eggs lack the st of those
named All things considered, we have no hesitaney

! in saying that for eggs we she e ld nume the Po ands ;

for the tab ¢, Dorking-, and for carly murketable
chickens Brahmas and Cochins

A correspordent of dloo s Rurel New Yo ke,
who has had considerable experience in rearing
fowls for profit, sa.s : “The Farm v's Breed is the
breed for profit It consists of Lrahma bens and
colored Dorking cocks—the chicks from which
wve havdy, casily reared, grow fust, and in four
months, without ¢ - tra feed, will dress four to five
pounds cach ot fine grained, well-formed, plump-
breasted, well-colvured flesh, fit for the table of

! any amatenr or epicure, and alwa.s commanding a

good price in market. The hens from this cross
are even better and more continuous layers than
c¢ither pure Baabwa or the Dorhing; but if wanted
to breed again, the farmer must keep one coop
sepurate ¢ Brabhmas—say a cock and two hens—
and so also of the Dorkings, and thus yearly with
the cross of pure bred birds, cocks ot the Dorkings
and hens of the Brahmas keep up thet & e S
B eed joo p oofil"—Tue Peoples Pruc.icad Pouttry
Look.

SHEEP SHEARING.

The operation is one requiring much patience
and care ; the shearer being obli-ed to content him-
self, when commencing, with clipping a small
amount of wool, and il he set-himselt properly to

the waorls, he will find no necessity tor an exa.ibition
The threshing floor of the
barn is the place usualy selected in this country
for the process. 1t should alwies receive a liberal
littering of clean straw, from which all, dust, and
small broken straws should be shaken, for, were
these allowed to remain, they would adhere to the
sheep. und not only retard the sheaver, but also
give the wool an unprofitable appearance  ‘The
floor itself should- have-received a thorough clean-
ing with u broom, or, still better, with brush and
water,

Much practise will be required to'become a skill-
ful sheaver, and it is almost impossible, when theve
are so many different modes practived, to give in-
structions switable fer the gnideace of beginners, .
The following directions, furnished by Jennings,
are perhaps as p ain as can be mnde @ The sheaver
may place the sheep on that part of the floor assigned |

to him, resting on its rump, and himself in & posi-
tior with his right knee in a cushion, and the back
of the animal resting against his rigint tingh; he
grasps the slicars about half way from the point to
the bow, resting his thumb along the blade, which
gives him better command of the points. He may
then commence cutting the wool at the brisket, and
procecding downward, all upon the sides of the
belly to the extremity of the ribs, the external sides
of both, sides to the «dge of the flunks, the n back
to the brisket, and thence upward, shearing the
wool from thé breast, front and both sides of the
neck, hut not yet the back of it, and also the poll,
or foreh ad, und top of the head — Then the jacket
is opened” of the sheep, and the position. as we 1 as
that of the shearer, is chunged by the animal being
turned upon its side, on  knee of the shearer resting
on the cushion, and the other gently pressing the
fore-quarter of the aniwmal, to prevent any strug-
gling, He then resumes cutting upon the flank and
rump, and thence onward to the head. ‘I bus, one
side is complete.  The sheep is then turned on the
other side, in doing which great care is requisite to
prevent the fleeces being torn, and the shearer pro-
ceeds as upon the other—which finishes.  He must
then take the sheep near the door threngh which it
is to passout, and neatly teim the legs, leaving not
a solitary lock anywhere, as a ludging place for
ticks.

By adepting this plan, which 1 think a very good
one, almost any carful person may soon become
proficivnt in handling the shears. without experien-
cing mam of the usual annoyances of the operation
of shearing  After shoaring the sheep should be
markcd, Every sheep-owner should be provided
with a marking instrument with his initials on it,
or some peculine  device that  will  stamp
the animal at a single strok® The practice of
duing this as they are sheared is not a very com-
m ndable one, as more time is consumed 1n the op-
peration than wou d be were 1t made a special job
especiellv is this the case when o ho pigment is
used  Pigments are made of various compositions,
oil and turpentine boiled being the most aesitable,
The rump I cons der the proper place for the brand.
for besides being more conspicuous, the wool thexe
grown, on account of its inferiority, can be betterex-
posed to disfigurenient.-~Co . Ame. teun S 0.k Jounad

HEALTHY HOGS.

i. Medicine should ncver be given to man nor
beast, when it is possible to avoid it.

2. Animal co stitutions are wonderfully recu-
perative, resist extrancous agencies to almost an
indefiuite extent and often recover despite of the
me st pernicinus and empirie practice.  Care, clean-
liness and nourishing fuvd judiciously given, will
generallv cure when discased, and will alwa s pre-
vent disease if the animal organism hag been from
the Lrginning, habituated to normal management
—wise treatment,

3. An All-Wise Providence, gives in the food of
m.n and beast, al the mineral substances essential
to nourish and mature cach part of the s stem.
We need not go to the limekiln, nor to the smelt-

" ing furnace, to our coal beds, nor Lo our ash heaps,

to procure material for the bones. tecth, muscles,
&c, of our auimuls. The food prepared Ly an All-




