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aIl Its dust is precious, yet most of' ail does the Christian long
to wallk the streets of .Jerusalem, the bol>' cit>', because hore
were spent the last hours of the mnortal lite of the glorlous Re.
deomer, the Son of God and the Son of Man ! We envy nlot
hini who teels no kindling of soul as, ini imagination, he visita
the scenes cons ecrated by the Saviour's presence ; wvhose heart
does nlot lurn wvithin him as, in fane>', he accompanies the
chosen three as the>' ascend with thoir master the Mount of
Transfiguration, or retire to the Gardon of Gethsemane.

The events ivhieh immortalize the Jerusalem of old are, te
the Christian, the earnest of' the joys he hopes to possess in the
new Jerusalemn above.

But a visit to modern Jerusalom must awaken emotions of
sadness, for, instead of a cit>' magnificent in its splendor, as
was the ancient ciL>', it presents a most poor, dirty, and mise-
rable appoarance.

Ancient Jerusalern is thougi1t b>' soûe te, bave been founded
b>' Melchisedec, king ef Salem ; if this be true, Î. was one of
the oldest cities ini the world. The first certain knowledge we
bave of it is wvhen Joshua led the twelve tribes te the pro.
mised land. Lt wvas then in the possession othe Jebusites.
Only a part of it %vas conquered by Joshua. The place was
thon called Jebus, and the conquered portion was inhabited b>'
the tribes of Benjamin and Judah. It thus remained tili king
David's time, wvhen it wvas taken by that brave and 'var-like
prince. lie made Mount Zion bis choson residence, expending
rnuch labor and skillinl fortif.ying it. Home was his palace;
and here, too, ho found bis grave, so that Mount Zion was
nppropriately calied "9the cit>' or David.»>

The palmiest days or jerusalem, as regards oarthly spiendor,
wvPre in the reign of Solomon, v.ho greatl>' extended and
beaut ified it. Hole bujit on Mount Moriali, one of its three bills,
the niagnificent temple, se much the pride of Jsael; and Le
made the cit>' so rieh and splendid that it had no equal in the
thon known world. Those were its most gloriette times.
Thon ail the Jewish nlation used to go up to worsbip at its tem-
ple, and ho)d their solenin toasts within its saered walis. But
these times of potnp and spiendor last!?d net long.. Scarcol>'
had Solomon betra laid in bis grave, ere its glory bogan te de-
dline. In pianishment for the sins of it8 inhabitantsa God 8ent


