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Expositors tell us of varjous Cornings referred to by jesus.
-such, as the " eschatological," the " historical," the " spiri-

tuial," the " dynamic,"- the " iidividtial." The average bible

c6tudent finds these sharp lines of dernarcation confusing

rather than. lelpful. It is doubtful, too, how far they are-

wvarranted. In the New Testament the Coming is some-

times described as a period and a process ; again, as a particu-
lar epoch, and event. Stress is sometimes laid upon the moral

and spiritual lawvs of the Kingdom ; again upoiî, its externat

occurrences. Manv commentators say there m-,ust be a mis-

take somiewvhere. The evangelists are accused of giving us

a confused and erroneous record of the Lord's teaching. We.

blame everyone but ourselves. Is it flot possible that it is
we ivho are laboring under a misapprehiension? This at

least may be said for the Gospel records :They were made-

by men who stood so near the prime source as to be in ail pro-
bability correct ini tixeir stateniexits, and they were put iii cir-

culation at a time «when they could be broughit to the actual
test of history. Nevertheless, they have been allowed to

stand there, in aIl their evident erroxieousness, if many modemn

exegetes are right (21).

Here are specimens of Jesus' utterances: From, this

time forward, ye shail sec the Son of Mani sitting at the riglit
hand of power, and coming on tlîe clouds of heaven " (22).
(His conuing in the clouds is to be as truly visible "fromi lience-

forth " as lus sitting on the righit hand of power.) " The Son

of Man shall corne in tue glory of luis Father with his angels;
and then shualI bce rerider.to every nman accordixîg to luis Nvorks.

Verily I say uzuto a, Tiiere be some of txhemn thuat stand
here, w'hich shahl iii no wvise taste of deatlî, till tluey sec thc

Son of Man coming in lus kingdomn" (23). Thîis sceins
to, us an extravagant description of anythîing the readers of

the ;first century w'itnesscd. Here Christ gives an. explicit

announcenuent of (i) luis Coming, (2) luis Conuingy as King,

(21). Thayer: Ilistorical 1EI*cnicnt in the New Testament.
(22). IN1atilhw 26: 64. (23). Mahc 6: 27-2S.


