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PLEASANT HOURS.

AMGIYY WORDS.
%;Nhll\' words are lightly spoken

»%,  Ina rask: and theughtle s hour;
tnghteat links of tite are hrken
By thetr ooepe tnnidious power
Hearts mapired Ly warmest fechug,
Ne'tr befure by anger stirned,
Oft ate nnt, past human healing,
By a mugle angry word.

Pomon-grops of care and sorrow,
Bitter puison-drops are they,
Weaviug 107 the cotnivg motow
Sad feat tmemories of to-day
Angry words * o1, et thets hever
From the tonguo unbndied shp,
May the heart's bent mpube ever
Check them, ere they suil the dip !
Luve is wuch too pure and huly,
Fricndslop is tov sacred far,
For & mutucnt’'s rockless folly
Thus to desolato and mar.
Angry words are ightly xpoken;
brightest thouglits are rushly stirred ;
Bittereat hinks of ife are bivken
By a single sngry word.

OUR PERIODICALS,
FER TRAR~-TOMTAGE FRIZ.

Christian Guardian, week!ly . 5
Mothodiat Magasine, U8 pp. monthly, lllstrated
Methodfst Magazine and Quandian together, ..
Tho Wesleyan Hahfax Weekly ... cieoeeee..
BundayHchool Banner, 82pp. 8vo., monthly
Under g copies, 85c.; Over60pies coeese
Canadian 8cholar's Quarterly, 20 pp 8v0......
Quarterly Review 8ervice. By tho year, 26c.a
£ 100 ; per quarter,6c. a dox.;
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r100,
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Over 20 coples .
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Pleasant Honrs:

A PAPER FOR QUR YOUNG FOLKS:
Rev. W. H. WITHROW, D.D., Editor.

TORONTO, JULY 14, 1883.

BAD BOOES.

YOUTH'S assoziates determine
his character. Our most in-
timate companions are the
authors of the books we read ;

they are with us when others are denied
our presenco; they enter our homes,
und, unquestioned, cross the threshold
of our most private chambers. The
parent can guard his daughter against
the wrong comrade, but how watch the
author with whom she communes?
The comrade can be seen ; the author
in his book is easily concealed and
communed with, in her chamber, when
she is thought to be alone.

This is true, not of thoss books only
thut have a bad reputstion, but of
hundreds of books that pass as respec-
table. Boysand girls, mer and women,
of tho better families, all over the
country, are reading daily descriptions
that would not dare be uttered alond
in their presenco—not now; but by and
by, when the evil communication has
wrought its perfoct work in the corrup-
tion of manners, they will be heard and
ropeated without a blugh.

There are fathers—men of the world,
who would shoot dead the villain who
dared speak in tho presence of their
daughters worde ~ne-teath as black as

y theso same daughtors often read.  Yet
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cross ho bought my pardon, DPaidthe debt to make me free.

2 T will tell the wondrous story,

How my lost estate

In his boundless love and mcrey,
Ho the rausom freely gave.—Cho.

8 1 will praise my dear Redeemer,
His triumphant power I'll tell,

a thought read is a thought thought,
and as & man thinketh go he is,

O foolish parents and educators’
why are you so caveful of what enters
the ear and so heedless of what enters
the eye?

The secret of the failure of many a
faithful ministry, of the waywardness
and final destruction of thousands of
the most promising of boys and girls— |
the mentally active—is concealed be-
tween the covers of the books they
read.

Seo to what monstrous proportions
this evil has grown |

In Now York City alone over 200,-
000 books of fiction, mostly trashy and
burtful, are printed every weok. Be-
sides, over a million copies of the
sensational story papers are issued from
the Now York presscs each week—that
is, about ono such paper to every ten
families !

to save,

into womanhood, clasp the hand of a
smallpox patient, than, in socia)
equality, the hand of such an one. Yet,
believe it, ye doting fathers, these
beings from whom you so recoil are
boon companions of four-fifths of the
wentally awakened boys and girls of
Amweries,

These facts make plain why we must
have the co-operation of the clergy and
others if good literature is to be pub-
lished permanently at low rates. Bad
literature will run itself. It is water
going down-hill. Some other force
than gravity must pull water ap-hill.
The forco that will make cheap good
literature permanently possible, must
be generated in the hearts of the true
educators and philanthropists, devel-
oped Christians,

GOOD BOOES,
Books, beyond anything elss, are edu-

THow the victory he giveth
Over sin, and death and hell.—Cho.

4 T will sing of my Redecmer,
And his heavenly love to me
Ho from death to life hath brought me,
Son of God, with him to Le.—Cho.

Now, think of the class of men and,
women who are, usually, the sathors
of theae flashy stories, und who are
securing actually
& closer hearing than our preaches of
all denominations. You hsad rather
8eo a daughter of yours, just budding

cators of the reople,

W'

manent advantage unless you place in
their hands interesting books of positive
value. ' Give them something else to
think about, and they will be easily
weaned from worthless tragsh., The
question is—Shall the manhood and
womanhood of our country sink to the
standard of the Dime Novel, or rise to
that of the choicest literature of the
English language? Why should any
wasto their spare hours over third-rate
books, when they might spend them
with the greatest and best thinkers of
the world$

The above we copy from Funk &
‘Wagnalls' Prospectus of their cheap
series. It will apply also + our effort
to furnish cheap reading foi «ne young
people in our schools.

WE beg to acknowledge with thanks
the receipt from Jmo, Coates, Esq.,
librarian of the Prescott Methodist

In the war.are against bad literature | Sunday-school, of a case of books ss

our motto has been
placing.”

To
that they

¢ Conquer by Re-|donations to needy schools. Mr. Coates
Mere denunciation is of | remarks that he finds the libraries sold
8 more universal and | little avail. The mind must be filled. |in sets better bound than thoss sold:
prove to the people that the bookstaingly,
are reading are worthless, and |

though not so attractive in ap-
pearance. Thoy are also, we think, a

often vicious, will not be of any per- | good deal cheaper.




