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ve orde. s to the wholeforce. Several times

Spaniarde attacked this eminence and

re repulsed ; they began to retreat in disor-

, when the Archbishop of Toledo threw

mself 1n the midst of the contending troops,

owed by Alphonso and the flower of his

y, and the routo began. Arragonand Na-

re had already turned both wings of the
ussulman force, the irun chain was broken,

d the Emperor of Morocco and his army

, leaving the Christians masters of the field.

Historians all agree, that the battle of Tolo-
was a fierce and Lloody fight, in which

,000 Mussulmen were slain, and a very

all portion of the immense army thot left
nca ever returned.  Mahomet fell back on

e town of Andalus, which held out against
e Chnisuan powers, and soon afterwards

ossed to Africa, where he died neglected, and

¢ Mussulman power was divided into ihree
sgencies, Tez, Algiers and Tunis.

The Moors, after their defeat at Toloza, still
-sessed Valencia, Marcia, Grenada, and Aa-

alusia in Spamn; the most populous and fer-

le provinces, with several sovereigns, the
hief of which was Benhaud, a valiant and for-

:dable chicf. The Christian kings of Spain,

rance and Portugal, were again divided and

parrelling on munor pomts; for as often as
ey conguered the Moors, they quarrelled
jmong themselves.

Two young and ardent kings however arose
h: this peniod, deteimined to allow no internal
:ssensons 10 divide them untd the Moors
ere subdued. These were James the first,

g of Arragon, and Ferdinand the thurd,
ag of Castile and Leon.

Ferdinand marched into Andalusia nad cap-
ared ail the imporiant towns and sties, and
ames marched into the kingdom of Valencia,
tormed and took all thefortresscs. Benhaud

the mean ume was strengthening himseifin
lAndalosia, and the brave Alphonso, king of

Leon, the hero of many wars, at an cxtreme

old age, put lumself at the head of an army,

attacked and defeated Beahaid, and captured

Merida and Badahoz.  Afier numcrous batiles

2nd sicgres 1 whieh the Moors suffered severe-

Is, Ferdinand compeiicd Cordova to capitolate,
afier that renowned aity had been in the pos-
stsswon of the Moors for 522 years.

! Insicad of proclaiming protection to property,
w rehmon and personal nights, the Christians
ncked overy house and palace, 2nd drove the
enbghtened and highly estcemed Afoonish fam:-
Izs ito cxile, and the indiscreet Ferdmand
fornd hinself mastcr of a superd caty, wathout

inhabitantsand wanderedalmostalone through
the splendid Mosque and the beautiful pavilions
of the Caliphs. Valencia, the rich, the fertile
Valencia, bult on the banks of the Guadal-
quiver, and celebrated for its splendor, fell
nextinto the hands of the king—nothing was
left to the Moors in all Spain but Seville; de-
struction had done its work, and the Mussul-
men who were unw.lling to abandon that beau-
tiful country became subjects of the different
Kings.

At length however 2 new star arose, and at
a moment when ali was lost, a change of
events lft Spain for 200 years longer in the
power of the Moors. Mahomet Alhamar, an
Arab from the borders of the Red Sea, fiery
and supersttcus—brave and at the same time
discreet, made his appearance as a leader in
Spain, almost when hope had been surrender-
ed. Cordova, the Mecca of the Arabs, was
lost, and Alhamar determined to build them a
new city—a ncw rallying place, and founded
the Kingdom and Capital of Grenada. Hese-
lected an admirzble spot on two hills; on the
summit of cach, he erccted two fortresses ca-
pable of cach contain.ng 40,060 men, Albayzin
and the cclcbrated Alhambra. The town was
more than threc leagues in circumference,
strongly fortified and defended by ramparts
which contained 1030 towers. It was also
built in the most fruitful and rich country in
Spain, the nnldest in climate, the most luxurni-
ous in soil, the most cacharting in position.

This plain, nineiy miles in circumference,
was the Golgotha of Spain for 100 years: and
to recoant the batiles fought on that <pot would
form 2 history of tiself. Athamar tostrength-
cn himscelf in Grenada made a treaty of peacs
with King of Ferdinand and soon found him-
sclf possessed of a large army and immcenss
revenues ; butm 1273 he died ; his son Maho-
met the 2nd succceded him.  He immedately
made 2 treaty with Jacoub, King of Movoceo,
and passcd over the Mediterrancan into Spain
with znarmy. These twwo Moorish Kings di-
vided iheir forces and atiempied o recover
Andalusia, Scville and Cerdova.  Jacoub de-
fcated the Christians at Exifa.  The King of
Grenada defeated Don Sancho, Archbishop of
Toledo, captured severel imporiant places and
dicd in 1302, and his son Mzhomet 3d com-
menced the colebrated Palace of the Athambrs,
parts of which arc even now the admirationof
the world, and which has for ages been cele-
brated in romance and history

In 1313 the Givil dissensions between Mabo-
met Abenazar and his minisier Farzdsy ledto



