640

THE EDITOR'S SHANTY.

Bmu\;' Yom Jast speculation is the most mar-
rowless and sapless of the whale hypothic!

Doctor.—You never said a truer word Crab-
tree!  Being confined for a brace of hours to the
parlour of a country Inn, lately, I was con-
strained, for lack of better nutriment, to solace
myself with * The Seeretars”—and 2 more nnre-
deemed cento of trash it was never my misfor-
tune to peruse!

Masor.—The writer does not possess a single
spark of faney or imagination. e unwinds his
trausparent plot with 'xll the matter-of-fact sto-
lidity of a farmer scalding the bristles off a pig,
or onr friend Richard Brown, dispeusing a gross
¢f steel pens to one of his clients!

Lairp.—Catch me ever putting trust in a
aewspaper criticism again! But may be after a°
the thing may turn got to be for the best! Wha
kens but that the coarse corumon provided fir
puir Girzy’s sustentation, may have the blessed
effect o' scunnering her into a mair nutiitious line
o' reading? Just on the same principle that
hairus are weaned by ruhbing the maternal nip-
ple w1 bitter aloes, may my sister, honest woman,
be reformed by the perusal o° * The Secretary,™
and the lave o” my thriftless stories!

Docror.—At least It us kope for the best!

Lamnn.—Sae far as I am concerned, the March
pumber o' the ** Art-Journal,” abundantly con-
soies me for the misadventures aforesaid.  There
is 2 baly fragance aboot Landscers picture o
* Peace,” “lnch might hae wiled a smile o plea-
sure frac Peter Pindac’s Pilgrim, when hirpling
alang wi’ his pea-blistered srotters!

Mason—Were you at the Philharmonic Con-
ecrt last night Doctor?

Docror.—T1 was, and very much pleased I was
with it, some ol the singing was really very
good, aud the Iustrumental department was ex-
ecedingly cffective.

Lamp —What did they gieye?

Docror—With cvery incliation on my part
to do full justice to the Sucicty, you must cxcuse
me ceatering at presentinto particulars. Igaveout
a sclected tale too many, and the conscquernce
ig that our statement must be of th2 shortest.
Major, I regret very much that I kave been
forced toleave out, for want of room, Mr. Clatke's
preuy song. The same thing shall not again
happen, however, Laird you may have just onc
page for Facts, and I shall reserve for Mrs.
Erundy not more than haif that space—aud now
Geutlemen to werk.

HINTS FOR THE SEASON.

The winter over a great portion of the couniry
has been very clml"cablc and on the whole

what may be called severe upon trees und glants

ranked as tender; yet up to this time we aze nos
aware that fruit- buds have suflered serionsly, but
the most trying periods for these are wmmn

Mistakes are often made in uncovering trces
and plants tuo early—subjecting them to cold,
Liting winds, and the blighting influence of warm
duys and cold, frosty nighis. “Weadvice a slight
covering 10 remain until the weather be soft and
gonial,

Pruning should be completed as soon as pos-
sivle, so as to be out of the way before trans-
planting and general garden work comes alonz.

A swie foundation for successful gardening
during the coming season, is to be well prepared
to execute every operaton promply in its sea-
son.  Seizing the very first opportumity  for
planting, .uul taking time to do it weil, is a cer-
tain means of success.

Roses, flow ering shrubs, &c., should be pruned
and dressed.  Many people suppose that Rose
bushes and shrubs when well established may be
left to themselves; and the consequernce is. they
become bushy and twigay, the growth is feeble
and the flowers indiffereat. TlnC) need frequent
prunings, and top dressings of good rich compost
about their roots, to give thcm vigorous growth;
luxuriant foliage, and a prohhu)n and pcrlccuon
of bloom. In pruning both shiubs and Roses, it
shonll not be fcr"o.tcn that some produce
their blossomson youug wood, and some on wood
of last year. Iu the latter case a sufficicut quan-
tity of flowering wood must be left, cuuting oud
the older parts.

NATIONAL CONSGMPTION OF CROTS.

It scems absolutely astonishing to any one nod
acquainted with the temacity with which the
English hold fast to the habitof beer drinking, thas
the cnormous cousumption of grain in this worse
than useless beverage, shoald” not engage more
attention. We have netnow at hand the statistics
showing the amount of this consumption; but
when we reflect on the mikiions of laborers that
daily use large quantities of beer with their
meals and atherwise, year in and year out, it be-
comes scifevident that the amount consumed in
the manutacture of this drink, must far cxceed
the present deaciency in the wheat crops of the
Briush kingdom—a manufacture which, as chemi-
cal analysis has shown, ncarly destrays all the
nutriment of the grin, and, converling it to a
mere stimulant, increases thc strength of the
Iabourer about as much asa whip i mcrc:Lcs the
sirength of a teeble horse.

Iudnuu]cmlv of the mere consumption of
arain, s0 great is the injurious results produced
bv this practice, that many have ambiduted the
-lc"nd.mon of pomon of the English laborers,
t1 the British aristocratic system. ®We are sorry
to sec that one of our own countrymen,—the
«ditar of the Michigan Farmer,—has fallen into
this mis‘.:xkc. and written a buok called the ** Mud
Cabin,” unaisely attacking themost Lberal govera-
went in Luropc, as the cause of this dvnnd-\uow,
aud almost the only one where Lxm\\!cd"c is
=enerally d flused among all classes go far as xlxoy
clmow o acquire 1, and where a mat may say
us foul is lus_own, without cud-uwcmw his
liberty or his fiead. The cditor of the Ohio




