THE

ANGLO-AMERICAN MAGAZINE.

AR AR AR AR A A AARASA R AR LA AA A A R AN A

YOL. IV.—TORONTO:

APRIL, 1854—No. 4.

AR R AR BN LR A A AAAN TN S A L S

HISTORY OF THE WAR
BETWEEN GREAT BRITAIN AND TIIE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

Durie THE vEaRs 1812, 1815, anp 1814

CHAPTER XVI.

We will follow the fortunes of the com-

The Expedition wn- Mander-in-chief, frst,
dor Gen. Wilkinson.  assigning duc deference
to hisrank. The point selected for rendezvous
was Grenadier Island, some eighteen miles
distt from Sackett’s Iarbour; this point
had been chesen for its contiguity to the St.
Lawrence, and 2t this place, after various
casualties, the cxpedition, amounting to some
¢ight thousand cight hundred men, arrived
by the 24th of October. Previous fo the
arrival of the troops the following corres-
pondencehad passed between General Wilkin-
son and Commodore Chauncey :—

“The main body of the division of the
srmy at this point (Niagara) has sailed to
join that at Sackett’s Harbour, at the head of
the St. Lawrence, with the design to reduce
Kingston and Prescott, and to proceed thence
to Montreal.

¢ The main body of the enemy's force is,
in this vicinity, at the head of the lake and
in York, leaving Kingston very wesk.

« The enemy’s squadron, beaten and forced
i the head of the lake, is not in a situation
to attempt the regaining of Kingston harbor,
while the American squadron kecps an eye
upon it.

“TUnder these circurnttances, will it be for

-

the interest of the service, that the American
squadron should accompany the flotilla with
the troops, or shall it watch the British
squedron, effect its destruction, and prevent
the sudden transport of the division of the
cnemy by a rapid movement by water to re-
inforce Kingston ?

“Tt strikes me, that, in thz first case, the
enemy being apprised of our intention, by
our movements, which cannot b® concealed,
may, with the aid of their squadron, reach
Kingston before our troops are embodied and
organized for the attack; and thus the reduc-
tion of the place may be spun out to the
consumption of the season, and, of course,
the main design must fail.

“In the sccond case, while the American
squadron blocks up that of the encmy at the
head of the lake, the flotilla will enjoy a free sea,
and the British, by being cut off from transport
by water, will be thrown back in their arrival
at Kingston; long before which period the
place must be taken, and our army landed on
Montreal Island—no acl of God intervening
to thwart our intentions.”

Fort George, Oct. 1st, 1813,

To this communication a prompt reply was

made by Chauncey.
T. 8. Ship Pike,
Off Niagara,

Oct. 1st, 1818,

“Dear Sir,—The reasons you assign, in

your memorandum, why the American squad-

Ton should remainin this vicinity, in preference

to accompanying the flotilla down the lake,

arce £o conclusive, and correspond so exactly



