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lontributions. sced. Kt our plow go easily through | creatures believe | thou, Buddha, victor fon earth as it is in heaven, QGive vajrcason of use our senses shall bo ox-
- - — - —- - |tho 80i),  Jat the corn bo so plentiful [over the hosls of cvil; thou all-wise [this day our daily bread.  And forgive [ercised to diseorn good nand ovil” and
Prayecrs. that we shall drop it on tho way, Let|being, como down to our world I made [us our debts ss wo forzgivo our debtors. {have ' ccased to speak of tho first

Thy study of the prayers of tho
different peoples Inhabiting the world
is Al onco Intercsting and instructive,
Anong tho primitive races of mankind
thero are many moat touching prayers ;
and, considering tho Lenighted condi
tion of these people, never having
known of God's rovelation to man, nor
of the Liessed (loapel, they are beanti.
ful illustrations of man's * feoling after
God,” and powerful cxamplea of lLia
conscious hclplessness and inferfority.

Tho daily prayer of » Watja negress
was, “0O God, I know Theo not; hut
Thou knowest mo; I need Thy help.”
This is not much liko a Aeathen prayer,
“ Compassionato Father, hero is some
food for you. Eat it, and bs kind to
ua on account of it,” is & prayer offered
by chiofs in tho Island of Tanns, when
ractificing tho first fruits, Soalso in
tho Samoan Islands at the ovening
meal tho bead of the bouechold prays,
**Hero is ava for you, O gods. Look
kindly on this family ; lot it prosper
nnd let us bo kept in health,  Let our
food grow wnd let us bo A strong
people.” Do you think tho Oumniscient
Father would have difficulty in inter-
preting theso childlike c¢rieat <O
Qreat Spirit abovel have pity on my
child and on my wife. Lot thom not
mourn for mo, Let wo succeed in this
¢nterprise ; alay my cnemy and return
in safety to my dear family and feiends,
'that wo may rejoice together,” prayed
n Deloware Indian, A negro on tho
Gold Conast prayed, “Qod, givo mo,
to day, rico and yams; give mo slaves,
riches and health, Lot mo be brisk
and swift.” Tho natives of Central
Alelen pray, in timo of drought, “Hear
Thou, O God, and send rain” Somo-
times in taking medicine thoy pray,
“ Heaven Father! bless this wedicino
which I take” Jwudson reports this
prayer of thd Karcns to their habk
veat goddess: “ O grandmother ! thou
guardest tho felds. Iook out sharp
for thioves. 1f they come, bind them
with this ropa” Thoe Algonquin In.
diane, in crossing Iake Superior for
tho Grst time, prayed thus to the Great
Spirit: “You havo mado this lake;
and nade us your children. Causo
this water to be smooth while wo pasa
over” An Osago Indian prayed:
“Pity mo Master of Lifo! for I am
poot; give mo good success sgainst my
encmics. Lot mo tako many scalps,
many horses.”  Similar to this waa the
prager of Darius when informed that
the Athenians had taken and burned
Sardis.  Ho said: O Supremos God,
grant that I may avengo myself on tho
Athenians”  Wo all know tho answer
to lis request. A preacher among tho
Disciples, who had comie from the
Methodiets from very questionablo
motives, not long sinco dismisted o
temperanco meoting with these words
“ May Thy blessing descend and abida
upon Thy peoplo, O Lord, and may
Thy withering curso descend upon alt
those vtho know Thee not.” It will Le
a relief te the hrotiten to know that
this preacher of primitive Christian-
ity (1) has cxchanged tho theological
for the political asrenn, Somo of
David's prayers might bo clamed with
theso jnst quoted ; for instance, whero
bo says, “Y'our out Thy wrath upon
the heathen that have 1ot known Theo
and upon the nations that have not
called upon Thy name.”

Here is n most childliko prayer
manifesting the epirit of submission
and faith, 1t is the prayer of o native
of Hindostan . O, Boora-Penner, who
created us and wade us to Lo hungry ,
who gave us corn aad tought us to
plough, when wo go out in the morn-
ing to sow, savo us from tho tiger and
the anake. Tot not the birds eat tho

our cattle Lo 20 many that thero ehall
bo no room for them in tho stalla
You Arow what i3 good for we. Qive
it to us,” Tho Zulus pray to their
an¢estors and say, **People of our
heuso, eattla]™ ¢ People of our house,
good Tuck and hsalth3” Mere is o
very old prayer of Indians of Central
America: * Haill O Creator, Maker]
Tkou seest us and hiearest us, Do not
leavo us; do not desert us.  Crand.
mother of tho eun, grandmothier of the
light, liear ua and help usl*  * Lord
blesa us all, aud help us 1o do sur work
light and bright and in large quant.
tics,”" was tho prayer of a young man
in a Y. I.5.C.E. lntely,

Among tho more enlightened races
we find many prayers that would bo
suitablo for a Christian liturgy with
littlo change. Hero ia a bLesvtiful
prayer of tho great King Asshiartano-
pal, & Gentilo soverosgn of tho saventh
century Leforo Christ: * May tho look
of pity that shinces in QMine cternal
faco dispel my griefe, May I never
fcel the anger and wrath of the God.
May my omissions and sins bo wiped
out, May I find reconcilintion with
Him for I awm tho servant of His
power, the adorer of the great gods”
Hero nlso is an excollent hymn to the
Supremo {od of Thebea: “ Haill thou
lord of the thrones of tho carth, the
oldeat existence, ancient of heaven,
support of all things, lord of tho truth,
father of tho gods, maker of men,
Leasts and herba ; maker of all thinga
abovo and below ; deliverer of the suf.
fering and oppressed, judging the poor,
lord of wisdow, lord of morcy, moat
loving, opencr of every oye, source of
all joy. Hail to theo! thou one with
many hesds; sleepless when all othora
aleep ; adoration to thee.”

Very striking aro tho prayers of that
triumvirate of Roman Stoits. Sencea,
the philosopher, says, '*Wa worship
and adore tho (ramer and former of the
universo; governor, disposer, keeper ;
him on whom alf things depend 3 mind
and spirit of tho world ; from whom all
things spring ; by whose spirit wo live;
tho divino apirit diffused through all;
God all powerful; God always present;
God nbove all other gods; thee we
worship nnd ndore.” Epictetua aays,
*Dare to lift thino oyes to God and to
ray, ‘Uso mo for what Thou wilt, I
agree, I am of tho samo mind with
Thee. 1 refuse nothing that scoms
good to Thee. Lead mo whero Thou
wilt, I will go.'"” Tn tho fifth century,
beforo Christ, lived tho Stoic Cleanthes
who wrote this hymn: 0, thou who
hast various names, bul whoso cssenco
is ono and infinity ; O, Jupiter, first of
immortals, sovereign of nature, who
governest all, and subjectest all to ono
law, I zaluto theo, All that lives, all
that moves, oll that exists as mortal
upon tho earth, wo all are born of
thee, we aro a fecble image of thee”
When wo remunber that Jupiter is
the Latin nawme for tho Greek, Zona
pater, meaning Heaven Father. This
namo as applicd to God does pot secn
wereverent,

The negroes of the Gold Coast ad-
dress God as *Qur great friend)” or,
“Ile who mwade ua” In the Zend
Aveatn, the racred book of the religion
cf Zoroaster, tho prayers breatbo atill
moro n Christinn spirit.  Theso suppli-
cations aro for a botter life, for good-
ness: Y May wo, by means of goud
thoughts, pood words aud good actions,
resist cvil thoughta, ovil words and ovil
actions.” Lot mo know tho fulness
of hfe-purity, immortalitg.” *May
power and strength como to mo that 1
way maintain purity in thought, in
word and in action.” Such praycrs
aro frequent. Hero i3 o Buddhist
prayer: " Thou in whom innumeralle

perfect and glorified by innumerable
by-gono rovolutions, always pitiful,
always gracious toward all creatures.
Inok down upon us, for tho timo has
comd to pour oul Ulessings on all
creatures, Do gracious to us from thy
threno in thy heavenly world, Thou
aro tho cternal redemption of all crea-
tures; therefore, bow down to us with
all thy unstained heavenly socletien”
Thoe Koran is full of beantiful prayera,
Hero is part of a prayer of a pious
Muslem in tho twelfth century: 0,
thou who art in tho interior and in tho
oxterior of the soul! In thy presence
reason grown dizzy,  All beings aro
morked with thy impress, but thyself
hast no impress visible. Bo murciful
unto us” A saint of tho Ssufis ecct
crios out, * How long, O my God, art
thou pleased that I should remain bo-
tween the myself and the thyself.
Tako away from me tho wysclf, that 1
may bo absorbed in tho thyself,”

Tho following Is a formula of prayer
to bo repeated by the candidate for
baptism omong those remarkablo
people, tho Ti-Pinga: ¢ I,——, kneel.
ing down with a pure heart, repent of
my ains and pray tha Heavenly Father,
tho great God, of Ilis abundant merey,
to forgivo my former sins of Ignorance
in repeatedly breaking tho divino com.
mands, earnestly besceching Him also
to grant me repentanco and nowness of
e, that my soul may go to heaven,
while I henceforth truly forsake my
formner ways, abandoning idelatry and
all corrupt practices, in obedience to
God's commandments. I aleo pray
that God will give me His Holy Spirit
to change my wicked heart, delivering
me from all temptations and granting
me His favor and protection, bestow:
ing on mo food and raiment, snd
exemption from calamity, peace in this
world and glory jn the noxt, through
the merciéa of'a}r‘ Savivur and Elder
Brother, Jteus, who redecmed us irom
sin.” In overy howrsbold in tho Tao-
Ping Territory the following prayer
waa hung up for the uso of tho chil.
dren: "Supremo Jord, our Heavenly
Father, forgive all our sins that =o
havo committed in ignorance rebolling
againat Thee, DBless us brethrsn and
sisters, Thy littlo children. Givo us
our daily food and raiment; keep from
us all calamitics and afthetions, that in
this world we may bave peaco and
finally ascend to heaven to enjoy ever.
lasting happineas, We pray thee to
blesa our brathren and sisters of all
nations, Wo also pray, 1lcavenly
Fatlier, that Thy will may Lo done on
carth as it is in heaven, for Thine are
all tho kingdoms, tho power and glory,
Amen,” Hero i3 a most beautiful
prayer of o poor cripple named Butene,
who had lost both Lis hands and feet
by disease, but who was led to heliove
the Gospel by bearing his neighbors
talk of the sermon of tho missionary in
his Island liomo in Raratonga: " O
Tord, I am a great sinner; may Jesus
take away tay sins by his good Llowdl.
Give mo tho righteousness of Jesus to
ndorn me and give mo tho good spirit
of Josua to instruct mo and make my
henrt good.  Mako me a good man of
Jeaus and take mo to heaven when 1
die.” This is tho prayer ho repeated
to Mr, Williams when tho missionary
saw him for the first timno and asked
him il he ever prayed.

Towenng nbove all theso prayers
and oll prayers from Christian pulpits
and homes, in lofty grandeur and
inimitablo simplicity, is tho prayer
shich Jeeus of Nazarcth taught His
Disciples. T [forever stands the mode!

Lead us not inlo temptation, but
deliver us from ovil: For Thino ia the
kingdom, the power and the glory
forever. Ament E R, Bricx
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Action The Law of Life.

With overy opportunity for good
thore comcs a correspondling danger of
ovil, and the power of tha ovil would,

it allowed to operato to the fullest ox-

tent, be g8 great as wounld tho powor
for good with the same condition. {
one is lifted to whoro Lo way soo far
he may also be in danger of falling far.
Trurthermoro, it is true that lo obtain
or possoss any opportunity we must
unlergo tho corrcaponding dangor, for
overything comes nt a prico which can
not butbo paid. ¢ By tho aweat of thy
face shalt thou e¢at bread til thou ro-
turn unto tho ground ”ia no less & law
of spiritual and intollectunl lifo than it
is of physieal lifo, and of all hlessings
found ia either realm.

All scommon gond has common price,
Exceeding good exceading ;

Christ Lowght the keva of Paraddise
With cruel Lleading.

Wo say of hiberty that it is overy
man's birthright.  Tho British colonies
once dJdeclared their independenco of
Groat Dritain and ono of tho firet
declaratioas 1o that document is that
men aro Lorn freo; apd yet, some
great one has truly said, * the prico of
hiberty is elornal vigilaneo.” Thus wo
rurchaso ovory opportunity by balane.
wg nccounts with danger, and it ehould
be our chief concern to so improvo the
opportunitica that the dangers do not
swallow us up. Hero is n man who
onjoys the ndvantagoe of knowing the
truth, Desida tho incroased responsi
bility thereis also thie poesible danger of
his concluding ho has found it all, and
that boyond his fool prints nono will
ovor go. ‘This would bo a vain remark
if there wore no bigotry yot on earth,
Tho weo who knowa it all ie of the
timber of which whipping-posts and
fagots wers formerly mado, and though
Lo ecen not now squelch thought by
theao means, such a mind will, to the
oxtent of its power, by shackling
winds by obaius of opiuion or crecd
which §8 vono the lesa baleful in its
effest becaunse it is not writlen, stop
tho warm flow of thie soul's life-thought,

Tho conscquence to the man him.
self iz a stagnation or a erystallization,
When some substances como to rest
thoy at once begin to crystallize, Now
a crystal may bo very beauntiful to bo-
hold, but it is only a dead thing aftor
all. It Las ceaeed to change. Only
God can chango not aud not dis, and
ovon Ho is not idle. * My Fathor
worketh hitherto,” sayes our Lord,
“aud I work,” as wo may sco in the
myriad forms of cuergy that clustor
upon tho earth.  Action is the law of
lifo, dovolopwment is tho end of acting.
Wo do not live just that wo may be
gaid to Jive, but that wo may use this
opportunity to make the most of our.
sclvoa, for lifo 18 a grand opportnnity
to preparo men to bo angols. Not by
“ lotting good enough alono™ bat by

principles of tho gospel of Chriat,” and
pressed on ‘' unto perfection.” And in.
nctivity will nover bring nas to perfeo.
tion unless it be perfeet nselessncss, if
Fuselosences may bo said to bo porfoct.
| This obligation to act would seem to
| be particularly strong in the knowledgo
of God's will. o aro likely to fcol
when wo have found ono truth that we
bave found ail. That aweot song
“The hall was nover told” does not
oxpress a deep sontimont of half tho
peoplo who sing it.  Wo eort of mean
that somobody else Lasn't learned
half of it bit wo have.

God's word is an endless research.
This doos not signify that thoro is no
final troth upon which wo may plant
our feet nnd eay * This is tho ofcrnal
rook.” Christ, Immannel, is the
teuth and to Him we turn and in Him
abido, But whon wo have found
Chrizt, tho truth, it doce not follow
that wo have found all the trutus o
would Lnvousiearn. It siaply means
that wo havo found onr centro and
thoro lics around and about ecvery
contreanillimitablo tezritory of heighth
and dopth, length and breadth yot to
Lo explored, their relations to thocontro
understood and applied. Tho question
seitled by tho man who submits to
Chriet is not what 19 all truth or
knowledgo, but what is the key to it
ali?  And tho Christian so far from
being & man whoso mind is fottered by
thaing  forged by the uvrelerling
bammor of a God who dolights in
slaves iz tho ono freoman lhaving
found his lost liborty to think and uow
ho has & fulcrum by tho use of which
ho e¢an do what a certain ancient
worthy boasted that Lo could havo
douo had he had a fulernm, move the
world. Shamo on the man who wlion
Lis jubileo is declared and le is hice
in Christ shall bow down at any man's
doorpost and snffer an awl to bo
thruet through his car to make bim a
slave porpetuslly, Yot that is just
what wo do when wo accopt somo man
o8 our interpre.er or somo custom as
our mastor. I wonder how many of
our *“{reo ™ disciples aro wearing awl-
holes in their ears,

I aw not one of thoso who think tho
sum of Bible truth is known but it
scoms moro prolablo that thers aro
depths of truth in the Word of God
unfathomod yet that must be brought
up and applied to hfe. The Biblois o
book for all mon in all ages. It must
thon bo decp emough for tho profound-
est and plain onough in its siroplo
workinge for tho simplest to that none
can say “1 ean not work, it is too
deop,” and none can say *thore is
nothing iu it to do.” It meots the ro-
quiremonts of that law of lifo, activity,
Aclivity in learning what hio means
and in fulfilment of tho samo in life.
Novor can wo say it is all learned or
it is all dono. Bnt c¢very truth that
Christ leads us fo seo only lifts us to
whoro wo discover unexplored fiells
nud heights of trath {o seale, and
ovory work accomplished for ki only
showe us many more, lo which we

using “good cnongh in producing | WAY bend our cuorgios, bockoning ns

botter.” Tho activily of our powers is
tho polishing and sharponing process.
The unugget of gold sleoping in the
mountain's lap is gold all the timo but
it is not tho boautiful thiog it can bLo-
come when oneo the finer and gravor
begim theis woek,  Noithoer do wo think
1t is jast the thing God intended 1t to
bo until it is brought up and trans-
formed into somo nsefnl or beautiful
object. Now it scoms to bo so with
ue,  Wo are mon with faenltios divino

on to labor more, thus being traly
nctivo, doveloping, living, realizing
to tho eatisfaction of tho nalural de-
siro of lifo to act, that as & poct says
of education, g0 it is with Christian
| progross,—

i THIL peeps o'ez Lill and alp on alja arlse.

i E. W, Bavdinsay,

' Bowmanville,
t

| In tho throng

Of ovils that nsanil us, there are nono

of prayers, tho pearl of prayers, the | s}l the time, unliko the nuggoet in this | That yicld their strength to Virtuo's
Lrevium evangelii. * Our LFather who that wo soon becomo less golden by

art in heaven, hallowed Lo Thy namo.
Thy kingdom como. Thy will bo dono

inaction. But wo aro not yet what
God intends we ehall bo when, * By

| struggliug arm
|With sucl munificent roward of power
As groat tomptations,.—J, G. Holland.



