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comingy, flot only veterans amply
provideci anci inured. to wvar, but
wretchednless, colci, hunger, dissen-
sions, treason within their own
camp, where ail miust have been
ruineci, but for the pure, unquen-
chable tlime of patriotismn t'hat was
forever burning in the bosomn of £«he
heroio leader. What a constanicy,
what a miagnimiiity, what a sur-
prising I)ersisteIlcy 1 Washington be-
fore the enemy was no better nor
braver than hundrecis that fouight
with. imi or against im ; but
Washington, the Chief of a nation
in arms, doingy battie with. cistracted
parties; calmi in the midst of cons-
piracy, serene against the open fpe
before himi and the darker enemies
at his back; Washington inspiringy
order and spirit into troops hungry
andl in rags; stunig by ingratitude,
but betraying no anger, andi ever
ready to forgrive; in clefeat invin-
cible, mnagnanimous in conquest, anci
nieyer so sublimie as on that dlay
when lie laid down his victorious
sword and soughit his noble retire-
ment; here indeed is kt character to
admire and revere; a life without a
stain, a faine without a flaw.

As has been correctly remarked
by a well-kiiown and highly esteemi-
eci Englishi writer,-" His great and
surprising triumphs were îlot in those
rare engragements with the enemy
when he obtaineci a trifling miastery;
but over Congrress, over hunger anci
disease; over lukewarmi frienids and
sm-iling rfoes in bis own camip,whonî bis
great spirit had to meet ancd master.
When the struggle wvas over, and
our impotent chiefs who had con-
ducted it begran to squabble and
accuse each other in their own
defense before the nation, what
charges andi counter-charges wvere
brought; what pretexts of delays
were urged; whiat piteous excuses
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were put forward tbat this fleet ar-
rived too late; that this regopient
miistook its orders; that these can-
non-balîs woulcl xot. fit those guns;
ancd s0 to the endi of the chapter!
Here was a general who beat us
with iio shot at times, anci no powcl-
er, andi no money; and lie tieyer
thoughit of a convention; hîs cour-
age îîever capitulated ! Tbroughout
ail the doubt and darkiiess, the
danger and long tempest of the war,
1 think it was only the American
leader's indonîitable soul thiatremaî-.in-
ccl entirely steady."

But it was flot for the achieve-
mnents lie wroug-(ht on the battlefield
only, or in the camîp that the subject
of this essay is lauded and extoled
in history ; in the time of peace as
well, his services were of inestimable
value to his counitry. Washington
it was who haci been fore'most in the
struggle xvhich gyave to hus land th.Q
tîtie 4. nation ;" and when tlhat strug-ID
gçle had ended, bis grateful fellow-
counitrymieni turneci to imi as the one
best fitted to establish the code of
laws which was to govern themn.
Bold hiad been the step) by whichi the
nation hiad been founded; andi
equally daring was the sehem-e on
which hie proposed she should be
ruleci. -He haci counselled ancien-
courageCl a feeble colony-just strug,)-
ghing into existence, witIlout ships,
without munitions of war, bounded
on one side by a limlitless forest
filled with hostile savage s, and on
the other by the ocean whose bosoni
wvas spotted with the fleets of bier
foes,-to stand up iii the simple
majesty of justice, and for the sake
of a mi-ere principle to enter into open
combat with the miost powerful
empire in the world. Hie had arisen
in the midst of the gathering stormi
sending bis cheering voice, through
the g]oomi; he had engcaged in an


