
Xew York Medical Journial. lias iade a

t(Iort, of wliIh the chief conclusion is
t lat these are distilnet diseases, and lot the
-amîîe disorder. as lias been maintainled by
some pyisivians. The tl'on ission, Coi-

posed of Dr. E. O. Shakespeare, of Phila-
delplia. ehairman. atd Dr. 3Meade Bolton
amid Dr. T. J. Burrill journeyed far and
wide- and exmented diligently in order
to> settl the points in dislute. Their re-
plort is provisional and inrdcoyto
urnth1er ail cl4.er laborators work. One
ilillortait msrvation ade bliv the Coi-
iisi1ons wortliv 'of 1mution, as liaviiig

:111 application to humai iifeetive diseases
since it recognizes a principfle of cumula-
tion in infection whieb explains what is
called thie alleged deficiencies of vaccin-
atioi and oiler pri ective agencies. To
<itote from the relort brietly There is
no klnowvn inffectio us disease. either of mai
or henst. Capable Of prodneing bV one at-
tack a degree of protectioli whicl is surely
and absolutely (fTeetiv( against a second
altack. Experiece lias abundantly shown
that animials which are naturally or arti-
ficially iný otected canL be practically over(,-
ilrhelmued byv enlormlons doses of the germis
of the disease and thus lie made to suifer a
reeirrent attack hvlxîli nay even be
fatal ." Thus it is that we not inlfrcquently
observe a Second attak of smiall-pox in a
person whîo, having - no fear of the dis-
ease." as it is otten expresseid by sone
such thouiglitless person. so comports lini-
self that a needless and wanton degree of
exposure is incurred. That such an ex-
posure does not engender the second at-
taCk oftener than is the case is surprising.
li other vords. the antidote being limited
in its supply or p)otency, there oughrt to be
ntlhng surprising. or, indeed. contrary to
a ratioial expectation, in the rectrrent
attack as a result of an excssive expostire
to the germuîs of infecting diseases. In
sulch intances it is not the correct viev to
ascribe thei to the *failure of the pro-
tective agenry applicable to each res-
lietive case : They are siiply cases where
the doses of poisoni have been so great as
Io overwhehin the protlection.

TrE ANGER IN TJNNED Foims:-Captain

Segrave, the British Consul at Baltimore,
tli British Medical Journal says, lias sent
a report tio the Foreigi Office upon the
provisions preserved in tins for export
fron the United States. Warnings as to
the risks whch nay attend the use of
tinned foods have appeared at rare inter-
vals in professionial papers, and have

ultiniately fotund their Vay inîto the daily

press; but beyond a passinîg reference to
the shiggishnîess of "thie authoiities'' who
Io not -do their luty" by talkiig steps to

pîrotet the public fromt pteril, little, if anly-
hing, lias been done to call general atten-

tion to this anatter. Captain Segrave
points out tlat a seriotis danger lies in the
use of certain materials for soldeing the
tin vans and iimaking thiemi air-tight. There
have been seriolis cases of )oisoninl«g vlich
have been attribeuted to the lise of certain
tinined foods. and vliel have heen placed
upon record by thiose who wre cocerned
in their treatment. It is not uneasonable
to suppose that there lias been iaiy cases
of this kind-probably of a mild descrip-
tion-whîich have iever found their wvav
into print : but·, a'part fron this, the per'il
t- the public is suaiiently obvious, and,
laving regard to th- wVell-knovn cumuîîla-
tie effect of continued smîîall doses of the
salts of tin. lead, and zinc, it nust not be
thouglit that thie absence of nuimerous and
startling cases of metallie poisoning is a
preof of the generally intoertoIus nature
of cained goods. The outer layers of
substances preserved in tins have occa-
sionally been found, on analysis, to con
tain ietalic salts, obviously derived fron
tle containing vessel. It is suggested that
a law shiould be passed rendering it coin-
pulsory to solder cans of provisions on the
outside onlv. Whit , tlis mtight be useful,
such matters cannot be adequately dealt
vith by pieceimeal legislation. 'o deal

properly with the impurities and admter-
ation to which ourn food Suppflies are liable,
far more compreliensive laws than those
at present in existance are required.

PURE (ELATINE.-No food probably is
more hable to change, and become in fact
dangerous, than gelatine, ançId many wvarn-
ings have been souînded. Its purity may
be easily tested this : Pour lpon dry gela-
tine a îquantity of boiling water ; if pure it
vill forn a thick, gluey. colorless solu-

tion, free froin smel but if made of i-

pure miaterials it -viI be a very offensive
odor aud have aye. -v, gluey consistence.
No article ianufactured requires suchi
careful selection of material and such nice
aid cleauly manipulation to insure a good
narketaîble character; and those anxious
for purity shouild avoid all artificially-
colored varieties, however temptingly got
up. unless they are required for merely
decorative purposes and not for food.


