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absolutely diseased minds that cannot resist appropriating, and these in
banks are few and far between, Canada also benefits by the door being
shut here, in the excellent treaty of 180, which would have been in foree
many years ago if both govermnents had not snixed up business with inter.
national politics —Danne.s® Moiuthiy.

BANK Dirgctors.—The United States Supreme Court has, by a majoray
of 5 1o 4, affirmzd the julement of the Cirenit Court for the Northern
District of New York in the case of Albert B. Briggs. receiver of the Firs
National Bank of Buffalo, against E. G. Spanbling and others, directors of
the bank. The receiver sought to iold the directors responsible for had
loans made by the president of the bank.  No dishonesty was charged. bt
it was asseried that if the directors had given proper attention to the affais
of the bank it would ot have failed, aud that the directors were liable w
the bank. The court hoids that the directors are simply 1o exercise ordinan
pradence. and that this privlence = to be geacrnad by usage in baok afluis-,
This was done in the present ease. The ease is one of great importance.
involving the relations of a1 Nzutional baak diredors.—(licage Trad-
Dudictin.

RUsSIAN Gond —Ever since April, 180, the Imperial Bank of S Peters
burg has heen arcamalmting gobl. In its ceissee it does not distinguish
Tietween gold s silver 2 bat it is Bupossible o attribuie e increase of the
stock of precioas stictil—which was 117 million roubles a year agoe, and
hias steadily fncvensed 1o 677 millions now—to a woveanent in silver. The
bank in qaestiog had begun a palicy of accumuiation before the Rariag
crisis of November Iast. By that time it had raised its stock of precious
mietal 10 37 wiliion rouhh< but, aswe all know. then let out some widd
Fgaiast Britich Government securities, whicli will inature next montia,  The
official baiances abigead Conissies 3 Félfraiges ) are staied in the vetuny of
Tmperial Bank at 1377 million ronbies or say 16 million pounds steriiag.
We shonld all Bke 1o know Liaw miel: of his is U be ealicd home ia the
shiape of gald.—Zondar Naily \vies. :

FRTUNES.—A great many people ave fnaly fmpressed with the idea that

thic is an age in which the man of woney by bonnds incrcases his hank
accouut, d the ponr g wot werely remains at astandstili bat beeemes

¢ wisitlerably poorer.  However. such are unt the staigint facts, acennding e
<ame calcalations recently made i Great Britaiin, Tt is there known that
the <inzller fortunes are increasing mwnre rapistly than the greater aitess Tae
afficial statistics xiow timt fain 1577 00 1887, ftcames averaging fom S730t0
S2500 per year increassd 20 per ot while those froin 22300 to S3ox
remained stationary, aud thoce of $3000 and over this asuount declined 2%
pereent.  For this decade the fncnnie tax paid by ninc-tenths of the suen of
small salatics, averging S25.0 a year, inereased fully 50 per cent. Asother
remarkable feature is, that of the extates paying prabate dutly on perconal
praperty in England fuliy 77 per cont. arce below 35000 i amount and of jor
cent. under Stooeno. —Wanlrcal Star.




