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j~N the evcning of Saturda(Iy, October 12th, the
Re'yerend GEOIIGL M. AISTRING enteredl
into rest, in the seventy.third yenr of bis

tige, and the fiftieth of bis niinistry. With one
exception (Rev. D. 13. 1anther) lie wvas the oldest
Clergcryman in the Diocese.

MR. AISTItONG WvaS boni July 24tb, 1817, nt
B3elize, Bay of Honduras, wvbere bis father, 11ev.
John Armstrong, wivas then station cd as British
Chaplain. His education in early nîanhood wvas
chiefiy at King's Collegve, London, and S. John's
College, Cambridge.

At the age of t.wenty-thlree years lie was ordained-
Deacon by Bislîop Straclian, of Toronto. Two
years Inter, ir. 1842, lic was ordained Priest,
and instituted Reetor of Louth, Ontario. In
Noveinher, 1844, be inarried Octavia, the eighth
ehild of Oiarles Bowrnan, an English ]3arrister.
Subsequently, MIL. AI1MSTRONG W.98. appoited
Ilector of Clînistieville, in thîe Diocese of «iMontrel,'
wlîere bie laboured very faitbfully for five years.

la connection witlî lus removal to St. Jolin, the
following paragrapli, from the columns of a St.
Jolmn ncwspaper, dated December 22nd, 1852, wvill
be of interest:

"Wle leara that al 1tbat part of Vie city lying north of
'Union Street lias been set dff froin Trinity Panisl by the
11ev. I. W. D. Gray, Rector, preparatory te its bcing erected
by law into a new Panisl for ecelcsiastical purposes. TVic
11ev. Gzoio 2M. ABMISTîOxNG, hate of' the Diocese of
Montreal, wbo lias beca nominatcd to the District by Dr.
eray, and recclved the J3islop's license, entered upon his
F-'storai duties on Sunday last. Tie reverend gentleman
preact.'id a most Impressive Sermon from 2 Thess. iii. 1.
After urging tiie duty and importance of prayer, and show-
ing its xnan'. 1 advantagcs te bath minister and people,
Mr. Aux 'STICOo alluded te his new relation to thme con-
gregatioui, bis need of timeir prayers, lus lîeartfelt desire te
pronlote their spiritual v~elfare, and his earnest hope tlhat
the Word of God xnight hiave free course and be glorificd
amnong them and by theni."

The first work unilertaken by the iîewly ap-
pointed Rector of S. Mar!. was thc construction cf,
a stone Sunday Sclîool 1-bouse. Owvîng te circuni-
stances heyond luis control lie ivas not able te ereet
a building of any architectural pretensions. Nie
once said with a sinile: "'1'hey caîl mny Scbool
1iîue tbe 'rot butisu!' I 1101e the 'root' of
much good will alwa3s be found tliere." Sîîrely lu.

was evene so. The doors of that littde building
have been freely opencd te promnote the intereet of
everythuingé tendinîê te the afdv:nceinent cf God's
glory andi the gcmod of 1-is Churcli. On vaiius
occasions the Synod nnd Cburch Society cf the
biocese bave there assembled, and wbat a hoat of

good 'vorks have been there originatedl and carrie(l
on duirîng thie past tiîirty-five years!

i At the tinie of the terrible outbreak of choIera.
in 1854, iMR. AItMSTRONG threiv lîirself fearlessly-
into the midst of the infection. Ftor three iveeks.
lie scarce rernoved bis clothes, going in and ont
aliidlst the dend and dying, spcaking word8 of'

c oinforit and consolation and god clîcer. Fre-
q lentiy w lecn ot.hers Iîesitated to expose tlîemsclves.
lie assisted the tundertakzer in carrying the dead
from the bouise. Tendlerly did he sympathize with
those who survived, relieving their temporal wants.
as wvell as îninistering to their spiritual neede. The
Protestant Orpban Asyhuin, in the establishing of
which lie was Iargely instrumental, greov out of
the visit of the choIera, înany ebjîdren being-
left tbereby orphans in édestitute cireumstances.
Througli no self-seeking(,, biut in real bumility of'
niind, animated hy love for the Lord Jesus, bis.
M1aster, and love for those for wvlomn Ife died, Mr.
ARhST1tONG Won the hearts of ail.
About this trne he began to hold cottage mecet-

ings in the easterni pàirt of bis Parish, and with the
assistance of MNr. T1. W. Daniel, Mr. S. D. Berton,
and others, soon nfter estahlishied a large -and
fiotirisbing Stinday Sebool in tbe oId Orange Hall
on Brussels Street. Subsequentdy, the erection of
S. Mary's Clîureb, Waterloo Street, wvas corn-
menced. It ivas consecratedl in 1860.

In bis wvork Mr. ARMISTItON'G did flot confine bis.
interest to bis Parisl alone, but ivas active in
proinoting the wvork, of tbe Churcli in the Synod
and Diocesan Clînrch Society. In 1878, he wa&~
bonoured by tbe ]3islop appointing hixn to act as
his Conîrnissary dtiring bis absence in England.

The period covercd by bis ministry was one oi*
the mnost eventful in the bistory of the Cbureb,.
tbrough Uthe whole of whicli be clung Most con..
seieraiously and tenacious!y to Evangelical pria..
ciples. And while bis earnest contention for Ilthe
faith"' as lie badl received it led him at tixnes te.
stand aloof from !flovernents wbere ho would have
been heartily wvelcomed, yet bis bioliness of life,
i- tegrity of cbaracter, and power of bis nhinistry,.
won for hlmi the respect and estecm of ail. It is
wortby of note that at the tinie of the mnovemeint.
in favour of estiblisLing a Refoirmed Episcopal
Church in St. Jobn, it was strongly opposed by
31r. AItMSTRONG, and bis influenue did much to.
prevent the movement from assutuing large pro-
portions in t.he cornmunity.

Having, been so long in the city he bad become
one of tbe Mont familiar figures at aIl religions as.
well as philanthropie and benevolent gatherings.


