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and, without doubt greatly bleased, hecausc tliey were the servanta, as [
then thought, of Gud, and were principal in the temple to do lns work
therein.” .

So strong was this superstitions feeling—aone shared by the jgnorant
peasantry i many portions of Lugiamld, cven at the present day—that
*“had he bus seen n priest, though never so sordid and debauched in his
life, his spitit would fall under hitn and he could have lin down at their
feet and Leen trampled wpon by them—their name, their gard, and work,
did so intoxicate and bewiteh him” I hude matters what form supers
stition takes—image-worship, privet-worshép, or temple-worship 3 nothing
is transforming exeept Christ in the heart, o Saviour reahzed, necepted,
and enthroned,  Whilst adoring the altar, and worslipping the surphce,
and defying the individual who wore it, Bunyan contitined 1o curee and
blasphienie, and spead his Sabbaths in the same riota as before. o

One day, however, e heard a sermon on the i of Sabbawhbreaking.
It fell heavy on his conscience; for it seemed all intended for han, 1t
haunted him through the day, and when he went to his usual diversion
in the uliernoon, its cadence was still knelling in hie troubled enr.  He
was busy at a game cafled *“Cat,” and fhiad already steuek the ball one
blow, and was abovt to deal another, when @ a voice darted from heaven
nto Lis goul, * Wilt thou leave thy ss and go to heaven, or have thy
sins and go to el 1" His arm was arrested, and fooking up to heaven,
it secmei as il the Lonl Jesus was lookmg down upon him in temon:
strance and severe displensure 3 and at the same instant, the conviction
flashed across hiin, that he had sinned 10 long that repentance wrs now
too late. * My state is surely miserable—miserable if I leave iy sing,
_and but miiserable if T fullow them. I can but be dammed 3 and it Tinust
be 90, I had as goud be danned for many sins as few.”  In the despera-
tion of his awful concluzion he resumed the game; and so persuaded was
he that heaven was torever forfeated, that for some time after he made it
his deliberate policy to ¢njoy the pleasures of sin rapidly and intensely as
poseible,

To understand the foregoing incident, and gome which inay follow, the
reader must remember that Banyan was made np of vivid fancy and vehe-
ment emotion. e seldom believed ; he always felt and saw. Aund he
could do nothing by Lialves. Ilc threw n whole heart into his love and
his hatred ; and when he rejoiced or trembled, the entire man and every
movement was converted into cctasy or horror.  Many liave expericaced
the diin counterpart of such processcsas we are now describing ; but will
scarcely recognise their own eqoivalent history in the bright realizations
and agonizing vicissitudes of a mind 20 fervent and ideal,

For & mouth or more hie went on in his resolute sining, only grudeing
that he could not get such scope as the maduess of despair solicited, when
one day standing at a neighbour’s window, cursing and swearing, and
¢ playing the madman, afier his wonted manner,” the wanan of the honge
protested that he made her tremble, and that truly he was the ungodliest
fellow for swearing that she ever hieard in all her life, and quite enough
to ruin the youth of the whole town. The woman was herself a notori-
ously worthless character; and so severe & reproof, from so strange a
quarter, had a singular effect on Bunyan’s mind. He was in a moment
silenced. Ile blushed before the God of heaven ; and a3 he there stood
with a hanging head, he wished with all his heart that he were a little
child again, that his father might teach him o speak without profanity ;
for he thought it so inveterate now, that reformation was out of question.
Nevertheleas, so it was, from that instant onward hie was cured of his
wicked habit, and peopied wondered at the change.

¢ Quickly after this I fell into comprny with one poor man that made

profession of religion ; who, as I then thouaht, did talk pleasamly of the ;
special study.

Scriptures and of the matter of religion. Wherefore, failing into some
love and liking of what he said, [ betook me to my Bible, and begas to
take great pleasure in reading, but with the historical part thereof 3 for as
for Paul’s Epistles and such like Seriptures, I could not away with them,
being as yet ignorant of the corruption of iy nature, or of the want and
worth of Jesus Christ to suve me. Wherefore | fell into some ontward
reformation, both in my words and Iife, and did set the commandments
hefore e for my way to heaven; which commandments I alo did strive
to keep, and, as I thought, dul keep them pretty wellsomenmes, and then
I should have comfort ; yet now and then should break one, aud go atflict
my conscience ; but then Ishowid repent, and was sorry for it, and
promize God to do bester next time, and there got help agnin 3 for then 1
thought [ pleased God 83 well as any man in Bngland.  ‘T'hus I con-
tinued about a year ; all wlneh tne our neighbhours did take me tobe avery
g>dly man, a new and religious man, and did marvel muchi to see such
great and famous alteration in my hfe and manners; and indeed so it
was, though T knew not Ciiriat, nor grace, nor fanh, nor hope ; for,ns 1
have well'since seen, had I then died, my state had been wost fearful.
But, Isay,my neighbouts were nmazed at this my great conversion,
from prodigious profaneness to something like a moral life ; and =0 well
they might; for this my conversion was ae great as for ‘Tom of Bedlam
to hecome a seber man.  Now, therelore, they began to speak well of
me, both belore my face and belnd my back, Now I was, as they said,
hecome godly ; now [ was become a right honest man.  But oh ! when
I understood these were their words and opinions of me, it pleased me
mighty well. For though, ns yet, I was nothing but a poor painted hypo-
crite, yet 1 luved to be talked of as one that was truly good. . . . .
And thus continued for about twelvenionth or more.”

Though nut actng from enlightened motives, Bunyan was now under
the guidance of new influences. For just as the Spirit of God pus furth
a refraining iufluence on many during the days of their carnality, which

mnkes thie change of theie conversion less conspicnous than if they had
been lifted from the depths of a flagitious reprobacy ; he long subjects to
n prepavatony process, during which eome of the old and most offensive
thines of their ungodlineas pnes nway ;. aud when the revolution, effected
by the eatrance of the evangelical motive, at last takes place, it is rather
to personal consciousness than to outward observation that the change is
pereeptible.  The teal and final wransformation is rather within the man
than upon him. So was it with John Bunyan. One by one he abane
doned his besetting sine, and made many contersions to conseience, while
as yet he hind not yieldedt his heatt 1o the Saviour, It wasslowly and
regretfully, however, that he severed the *right hand.”  One of his prin-
cipal amusements was one which Lie could not comforiably continue, [t
waa bellstinging 3 by which he prolably imeans the merry peals with
which they used to deseerate their Sabbath evenings. It 'wasonly by des
grees that he was able to abandon this favourite diversion. ¢ What if
vne of the bellashould @I To provide against this contingency, he took
g stand under a beam fastened acrozy the tower. * Bat what ift the
falling el should rebound from  one of the side walle, ane kit me after
aff1” ['ne thought sent himy down staive, and made him take his station,
repe in hawd, at die sreeple door, © Bat what if the aiceple weelf should
come down 1" This thought hamehed hum altogerther, and he bade adien
to belleringivg.  And by & smilar serica of concessions, eventnally, hut
with longeer delay, he gave up another practice, for which hie conseience
cheeked him~—dancing.  All these improvements in lns conduct were »
souree of much complacency to himself, though all this he wanted the sout.
cimancipating and sin-subduing knowledge of Jesus Christ. ‘The Son hiad
not made him free.

There is such a thing as eant. [t is possible for flippant pretenders to
acquite a peculiar phraseology, and use it with a painful dexterity ; and
it 18 aleo passible for genuine Christians to subside into a atate of mind s
listleas or secular, that their talk on religiona topies will have the imane
and heartless sound of the tiukling cymbal, But ae there Is an experinental
religion, o is it possible for those who have felt religion in its vitality to
exchange their thoughts regarding it, and to relate what it—ar rather,
God in it—hiax done for them, There are few things which indicate a
health:er sinte of personal piety than such & frank and full-hearted Chris-
tianintercourse, Tt was a rpecimen of such communings which impressed
on the mind of Bunyan the need of something beyond an outside reforma-
tion. {le had gone to Dedford in prosecution of his calling, when, passing
along the stzeet, hic noticed a few poor women sitting in a door-way, and
tatking together,  le drew near to listen to their discouree. It surprised
iim 3 for though he had by this time becomne & great talker on sacred
subjects, sheir themes were far beyond his reach.  God's work in their
souls, the views they had obtained of their natural misery and of God's
slove in Christ Jesns, what words and promises had particulaily refreshed
them and strengthened them against the temptation of Satan; it was of
matters g0 personal and vital that they spake to one annther. * And
methonght they spake as if you had make them speak ; they rpuke
with guch pleasantness of Scripture language, and with such appearance
of grace 1n all they said, that they were to me as if they had found a new
worlde—ns if they were ¢ people that dwelt alone, and were not to be
teckoned among their neighbours.'

The conversion of these people made & deep impresion on Bunyan'a
mind. He saw that there was something in real religion into which he
had not yet penetented.  1e sought the society ol these humble instructors,
and learned from them much that he had not known before. He began
to read thie Bible with avidity ; and that portion which had formerly heen
moat distastelul, the Epistles of Paul, now hecame the snbject of hin
A scct of Antinomians, now boasted that they could do
whatsoever they pleased without sinning, now fell in his way. Profes-
sors of religion were rapidly embracing theic opinione, and there was
something in their wild fesvour and apparent raptures, preposeessing to the
ardent mind of Bouyan. 1e read their books, and pondered their prine
ciples; bt prefaced his examination with the simple prayer,~* O Lord,
Iaw a fool, and not able to know the truth from error.  Lord, leave me
not to my own blindness. Ifthis doctrine be of God, let me not despise
it if it be of the devil, let me not embrace it.  RLornd, in this matter 1
lay any sorl only at thy font ; let me not be deceived, 1 humbly bescech
thee.”  His prayer was heard, and he was saved from this snare of the
devil.

T'he object to which the eye of an inquiring sinner should be turned, is
Christ—the finished work and the suflicient Saviour. Bwt, in poimt of ©
fact, the chief stress of the more evangelical instruction has usually been
Inid an Faith—on that act of the mind which unites the soul to the Sa.
viour, and makes salvation personal ; and it iz only by studying faith that
many have come at last to an indirect and circuitous acquaintance with
Christ. By some such misdirection Bunyan was misled, In queet of faith
he went n long and joyless journey, and was wearied with the greatness
of his wny. It was secretly urged upon his mind, that if he had faith he
would bhe able to work miracles ; and paseages of Scriptures were borne
in upon his mind, which bespoke the omnipotence of faith. One day, on
the road from Elstow to Bedord, it was suggested to his mind to try
some miracle, and that miracle should be, * to say to the puddles which
were in the horse-pads,¢ Be dry,>and 1o the dry places, ¢ Be you pud.
dles!” However, hefore doing this, he thought he ¢hould go over the
hedge and pray for faith, and then come and speak the word. “ But
what if, after you have prayed and tried to do it, mothing happens "
‘The dread of this aliernative made him pospone the anxious experiment,
and left him still in doubt. ’ )



