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establish general truths by particular
experiences. Wlien a mail proclaims
the facet that he came ta God for pardon
and cleansing and that he obtaiiied bis
lieart's desire, and that naov lie is enabled
ta live a lioly lufe, walking in ail the
commandments of God blameless, lie
emphaticallAy testifies ta the power and
wiliigness af God in bis case> but does
flot establisbi the fact that pardon and
cleansing are for ail. Nor can any
number af witnesses establish the uni-
versality of the doctrines ai fargiveness
and heart purity. This must be a distinct
positive revelatian from God. And
accardingly we go ta the Bible ta find it,
and we believe it because we find it there
established by a thousand passages of
Divine truth. We teach this doctrine, we
repeat, solely an the authority af God's
Word. But living examples are wonder-
fully helpful in arausing men ta the
consideration ai their privileges in the
gospel.

Sa ai faith cures, no multiplying ai
individual cases can ai themselves estab-
lish the doctrine they teach as necessarily
truc. The fact that a patient obtains
healing 'ci answer ta the prayer of faith
-%vhilst holding these extreme vievis con-
cerning faitbi-cures, does nat tend ta
establish lis vievis as correct. XVe aur-
F'elves can recount a recent'experience,
Mihen, althoughi holdingavedonw
views antagonistie ta the extreme teach)-
ings af this system, vie were given the
prayer af faith for a certain disease with
-which vie had been afflicted Tor a few
days, and the marnent vie used the beaven-
appointed rernedy the answer came in
instant freedom fram the disease, as
evinced by the immediate disappearance
of the pain ivhicli is a necessary part of
that diseuse.

There vias na effort af wull-power re-
quired; na absurd assertion, again and
agyain repeated, that we were healed
whilst stili suffering pain; no temptatian
ta resort ta the fanciful thought that we
-ivere certainly bealed, but that now the
pain, altbotugh the saine, was a temptatian
af the devii. Wlien the prayer af faithi
is aivenl the results are ever accordingy ta
the faith griven and need na speciaus argui-
nients suchias excite the smile ai intelligent
observers. But aur argument from thlis

personal allusion is tliis, that aur experi-
ence in no Nvay establishes our views-
concerning faith-cures as correct. Thxis
will be readily adniiitted by tliose who.
differ iii their teachingts fromn us. But
wve demand the samne withi regyard to
them; for it is a poar rule that does not.
work bothi ways. We maintain that the.
relation of the most wvonderfui cures on
the part of others cannot, in the nature
of things, gro any way toviards strengrthen-
ing extreme teachings on this subject.

We gladly admit the rich nature of*
many of these experiences, and rejoice
with them as we listen to their relation
or read of them in our 'various exebanges.
We unhesitatingly give them aur God-
speed. We believe that the relation of'
experiences concerning, healing, an all
suitable occasions, is calculated to do
good in many ways. We do not hesitate
to make public any part of our Christian
experience, at the caîl of the Spirit, and,
we freely exhort al to fallow us as we
follow Christ in this matter. But one,
can easily see biow testimony of this kind
can be mnade injurious, if the dlaim is put
forth that individual testimony establishes.
g(eneral truths.

lFinally, the outcome ai our discussion
of the facts of experience connected witk-
the faithi-cure mavement is, that vie are
shut up entirely to the teachings of the.
Bible as to vihetiier or no it is possible
for ail to be freed from sickness oxr disease
of the body, or as ta vihether the prayer-
of faitb wbich saves the sich, and which
under the blessing af God raises them up,.
is always in order, being available any
moment and for ail.

Hence we conclude that the subject of
a faitb-cure, however marvellous the
circumstances of his hnealing, bas no,
vantage giound in discovering or teacbing
the universai possibility of faith-cures.
We are aware that ground wvill be given,
grudgingly bere, for although, it rnay not
be admitted, stili vie contend that the-
strength of the extreme teachings which
we combat is in the assumption thiat those
who are canspienous examples of faith--
cures or af using the prayer of faith have,
certain po-vers ai investigatixig this sub-
jeet flot possessed by others, and that
therefore their utterances are somewhat
oracular, and should be accepted because.


