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INTRODUCTORY.

The Infantry Regulation Sword Lverdise hag

(late

ecldonn been tanghit m the service to remder it of

practical use; this nay in g grent measure huve
acisen from thy dehiciencey ot proper instructors,
ne it aimost mvarably hiappeny Wbt those ape
pointed to superintend are non-commsioned
vthcers, who merely know the routine of doll uy
Inid down in the Bovk ot Regulution, and con-
sequently are unable to cxplain correctly the
meaning and usv ot eachigoveent ; these whoiv
sttentiun being given to the * Squads” guiny
thrungh the furm of the exercisc; keeping timo
in thelr movements; and attending to it werely
us a Set up Prill.

The ** Brond Sword” us u scicnce, i3 composed
of but tew complicated movemnents, founded on
the most antueal prineipled, wiieh require litle
attention to master, and which, when once ae-
yuired, gave contidence 1o the possessor, who e
with either sword or stich dufend hunselt wih
cuse, und assaubtlis mlversary with sucecss

The shll onr eavalry obtained in the fast Eu-
ropean wae was from the practiee of the ** Loose
Stick Play ;7 the necessity of which was tahit
them by the tact that the best sword hills ot a0
cavalry regiment wets completely worited by
gome Insh peasants with the stch. Tt s searze-
ly necessary to add, that it this manly exercise
was mowe trequently pracuged, itwould be tound
uu agreeable aud healthiul amusanent.

Although wn ofticer may seldom lhave ucea-
gion to use his sword, still there nre times iy
which bis knowledge of the exercise Ay be sere
viceable, a3 in un wssault, or boarding an cue-
my's vessdl, where siugle combat frequently tales
place, aud it surcly ought to be tho pride of all
entitled to wear swords, to make themseives
masters of their proper use.

The present RRegulation Infuntry aud Naval
Sword 1s & light sabre, and is by fur tle best
adapted and most efficient one that could be in-
troduced into the services; from its lightness
and facility in cutting and thrustiug, it can be
used in single combat with as much effect as the
small sword, when wielded by the hands of o
scientific and active player; and for general
purposcs is infinitely superior, being stronger to
parry the thrust of pike or bayonet. ‘The band
is also protected by the half busket guard, which
in a welee will uften ward off a blow and pre-
vent tho fingers being disabled.

The perfection to which the Regulation pat-
tern has been Lrought by Me. Heory Wilkinson,
of £all Mall, Loudon, whuse proof blades, com-
Lining streugth with temper andlightness, inve
heen now so fully tested, and arc so widely
knowa, that no comment i3 required.

1n his ohservations on swords will be found
usetul lnuts as W tueir manufacture, Sc.

Being an old pupil of Angelo's, und for many
yoars pructising ou his system ot the Broad
Sword, it was long before L could bring wmy«eif
to think it could be improved upon, but the
result of practical experience with cminent play-
crs of ¢ Bushiman' scliec! bag proved to me many
errots in the existing theory of the use of the
swoed. Not only every error, but everything
not_reduceshle to pracuce in actual conflict,
ouglit 80 be expungud, which, after all, iz the
uu?‘ itimate cud t be kept in view.,

he fullowiug remarks are intended to point
out the objectione of * Bushman® to many parts
of the Regulauvu Sword kxcrcise of Augelo;
aud sk ayaicws il e casily acyuired by any
out comcreaut wiilithe prosent egulation code.

BROAD SWORD EXERCISE.
Tho

ation there are seren Cuts, as
as tully cxrluined in % Axgrro’s Sworp
Fxerciss;” the preparatory pat of which
i+ vory gond ; bt thecut « Seven’ may be
auvantag vousty dispensed with, because the

Cuts.

By regul

culs 2 Oue™ and «T'wo’ will always be
tound to reach the head, and me by tag the

tack g purty dehivenng these cats, and wot

fonent, the sword will - all probatalay
clear tselt, and not sobject the pasty o a
dhfmu; a4 consequence wiich the eot
:' Seven,” or verfreol eut, when conen with
wreey atnd pot et by of punents weapon,
would certionly ental There arc many other
objections 1o tiis cut, such as the batde ave
style torthe preparatiou, by rasitee the hand
tover the head, the sword bangme down an
a bne with the back, &c.; there bemae no
rther position by winch the verfical cul
counld be delivered, with the excepuon of
“placing the swwmd an the reht shoulder,
wnd the arm raised as desgribed inthe book
of regulntion ; thus leaving the whole body
veposed to g sudden attack.

f'he other cuts can be @iven from an en-
gaging wuaed, and without drawmye back
the ann, which the ent ¢ dSeven™ camnot be
given without.  Many other temiuks on the
wetheieney of the et sever unght be ad-
ded, such as fiequently sceemy Dagoons
and others at ¢ i.m.m:,” or hdependent
Peactice, lose the stichs out of theu hands g
but whether from the wanner e whieh
they are tanght to <doft the lew, or change
the giasp of the swords by plae g toe
mumb aweng the back ot the handie, 10
ditiscult 1o say, but 1tas cetting that 1 fre-
quently occurs wab sticks.  Wih ke
sword_nothung of the kind ecould be attempt-

ud.
THE GUARDS.

By Rezulation, there are Seren. threo of
whieh, viz: the Third, Fitth and Sicth, can
be safely dispensed wiath.  The third has
never been found 1o be of any use, and has
not been attempted except m the Parade
Movements of the sword exercie. The
Fifth aud Sisth guards, formed by regula-
tion, ¢ perpendiculurly,” are useless, nano
roturn can be given from either of them.—
All the gnards required are ¢ four”; and,
as in fencng, cn\\ed Prime (first guand,)
same as the Regulation Seventh, or enga-
aing (hanging) Guard. Scconde (second
wuard) 1s the Regulation Fourth Guard. —
Thi« guard can be formed from the Prime
(or first guard,) by lowering the hand and
carrying the blade to the right. Tierce
(hird guard,) is the Rezulation Outside, or
Second guard, and can be formed from
Seconde by rasing the pomt and turning
the edge to the right, without altenng YO.\I'
tion of the wrist. Carte (fourth guard,) is
Regulation First, or Inside Guard.

Fach of these can be vsed as ¢ Enga-
ging :uards,” and the cat, or thrudt, deliv-
ered from them without drawing back the
arm, as laid down by regniation, by wlich
much time is lost, in makig the cuts a
complicated motion.

i THE POINTS.

{ Ry regulation T'hree.~The objection to

the regulation instructions is, the drawing
j back of the arm to prepare for each point,
the shifting of the gms?
each, the thumb on the left of the handle in
one case, and on the right for the other.—
‘Phis muat be abandoned, as it conld never
be attlempied in the Loose, or Independent

Practice.
THE PARRY.

The Purry, as lud down by regulation,
is pertectly useless. The only effective

arries that can be made with the Broad
Sword are {rom Prime to Seconde, or Sec-
onde to Prime, or from Seconde 10 Tierce,
and Tierce to Seconde, or (Carte, these be-
ing the uatural parmies, aund by far the quick-

songest cuts; for, i the event of the ut- |

meetny the opposition, or guard ol Jus op- |

of the sword for'

est and most sure 1 case of leuts.  ‘The
Ipractice, called w the regutatuns * Pout™
“ Parey,’ 1< of no use whatever, and never
conld be put i practice. Aoy one at all
aequiannted with the use of the sword, will
see the abardity ol tus practice, where the
patties engaged are deiivenng the pot,
and the athers parryang, cach by word of
command, it being well known they cannot
reach cach otber, as they remamn an thoe
seeotnd pusition © one punting aad immedi-
ately Lusing Iy sword  peipendicululy,
with the anm g eramped position, and the
body fearang torwind on the nght leg, the
ather party with the weight of the budy en-
tirely on the left leg, leating as far back us
hie pussibly can, and the aword-prm drawn
even tarther back than by epulation, pres
paring for the Thind Point, and this by word
of command, * Point,”® &u., &o.,and thus
they eee-suw backwards amd forwarnds untit
the onder, « Slope Swords,” is given.

ATTACK AND DEFENCE.

The First Practice, or Atack and De-
funce, with the sevea cuts at particular
places, and the seven corresponding guards,
with the additional shittng of the leg to
first posthion each ime of detence, whether
the cnt o deliveied at head or leg, i quite
w thie Theatrical style, by which every and
any mode of handling the sword, or work-
g e bolv Shonld be designated, thag
wonhl .\]\‘\\:Z\Y 1 have were show tor its ob-
jeety and which esperience 1 actual con-
thet proves could not be attempted.
~ The Second practice hus Leen aheady

(l‘,\"\](llncll in the remarks on the Point and
arry.

'I‘!?c Thard, or Leg Practice, isstill warso
than the First Practice, as it doesaway ~ith
all science, and the swordsman, by being
s0 tanght, will, as soon as he once knows
the shfting of the leg, never think of form-
ing any other defence, for, the instant he i3
attacked, whether the cut or point be di.
rected at his head, arm, ribs or leg, will
immediately spring to the first position, at
the same time delivering cut seven at the
head. The Draguon, when mwaunted, can-
not do sv: he is there compelled to guard
himself, and canuot shift his leg. ~The
wactical swordsman will at once see the
mtility, or rather defect, of surh a prac-
tice, as it teaches the swordsman to make
the evasion and return his only means of
defence, 1o the utter abandonment of all
science, and of every chance of acquuing
it by such a mode of teaching.

The Fourth and Filth Practices are all in
the same siyle, but could be greatly im-
proved by the parties when defending them-
selves, trusting more to their guards, than
by trying to tecover 1o the first position,
whiclt is scarcely possible if the parly atl-
tacking cuts with ttent 1o hit.  The return
is so quickly given by the defending pary
at head or leg. either inside or outside, it
matters not, that it 1s impossible to evade
the return by auy other way than that of
guarding it.

THE ASSAULT.

The Assault should consist of six cuts,as
Jaid down by regulation; with the exception
that the papil should at first be placed in
front of the target, standing rquare to his
front, the lems apart: in this position let
{ lim make such cuts as are required by tho
. Instructor, until he is well acquainted with
the true direction of the edge; each cut 10
be directed the full height of the target.

Tnr Grarps, as already explamed, ara
four, which will defend any cut, high or
low, aiven in any of the directions, as laid
down in the Assault. The Prime Guard
will defend the cuts, One, Three, and Five,



