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THA NKF ULNEVSS

Many good things seem to be fast
dying, out, and getting rarer year by
year. Among these is gratitude.
No one who watches what goes on in
the world, can fail to see the want
of it. People seemn to think that
they lowcer themnselves by she-wing
thankfulness. It is as if they could
get rid of a debt hy refusing to ac.
knowledge it. Children who owe
ail to their parents, cut thernselves
loose from themn as soon as they can,
and think it a very hard ca-se if they
are asked to do anything l'or their
support in old age or sickness.
They forget ail the years during
which their parents cared and toiled
for them. The grudge a few weeks'
or months' help in return. Or, they
shew by their want of kindness and
respect, that there is no feeling of
thankfulness in their hearts. Those
who spend their lives in the service
of others, often find that those for
'whom- they do most are quickest to
repay good with evil. Large-heart-
ed, kindly people do not wish to be
thanked, but they like to see a
right spirit in those whom they try
to he]p. True self-respect is proved
flot by making littie of what is done
for them, and the friendliness of
those who do it, but by fully ac-
knowledging it. WThen an obliga-
tion is denied or forgotten, it be-
,cornes greater ; for the person who
lias received the benefit is proved
unwo.ithy.

There seemn to be rnany reasons
%vhich may explain how gCratitude
bas becorne so rare. Arnong them
is certainly that religion has less
hold on people than it used to have.
There is less feeling, of what we owe
to God, and more of the proud

self-trust, whirh thinks to do with-
out Him and to be free from HIis
control. So it follows that there is
less thoughit of the groodness which
He briings near to us by means of
those in whomn He puts some of
His own lo-ve and kindness for our
grood aind cornfort.

There is a change also in the way
in which the young are trained.
They are flot taughit, as iu old days,
to look up to their eiders, and to
take thankfully what is doue for
them. They expect everythiugr and
everyoue to give wvay to the mi; they
must be first thought of. They get
to think that the only use of those
older than themnselves, is to find
themn means of enjoymeut and to
make sacrifices to help them. They
shake off coutrol before they have
learned to rule themselves. 'l'le
selfish sp irit of the child shews
itself in the man or woran.-
Gospeller. _______

Dr. Ta'xû,.age has appealed for
public aid in the building of his
church. There is $1 30,000 corning
from insurance on the burued build-
ing, and a contemporary calls atten-
tioun to the fact that that there are
4,126 members, that the congrega-
tion last year could only raise $1 51
for home missions, and $i38 for
foreigrn missions, and asks: Howv
would it do for this suffering people
to release their pastor for a year or
two, to go on a lecture tour to raise
mnîoey for a building fuud ?

The Bishops of Melbourne and
Ballarat have directed the ciergy in
their clioceses to refuse to officiace
at any marriages of persons divorced
under the new Victorian Act, or to
issue marriage licenses to such
parties.


